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. THE. 
DOCTRINE OF union 


BETWEEN 


CHRIST and the BRLIEVER; 


BEING THE 


| Subſtance of Thirteen SERMONS: 


Wherein are conſider 'd, 


I. The NATURE of this UN L O R. 
II. The COMMENCEMENT of it. 


III. What is meant by the BAND, M EAN, 


or CemenT thereof.* And, 


IV. The happy EryrzcTs, or glorious 
CONSEQUENCES, of this UN TON. 


Attempting to explain the doctrine, to remove 


the difficulties which have hitherto attended it, and 


to anſwer ſome objections which may be i! againft 
the method herein purſued.” 


Together with 


owe remarks and-improvements interſperſed, ſuited T 
the _ 


By THOMAS FLOWER. 
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. hat the Apoſtle Paul ſent | as ſa- 
lutation to his beloved Timothy, 
my ſoul earneſtly defireth for you, 
even grace, mercy, and 
from God our Father,' and Jeſus 
RF Chriſt our Lord. 


Dear B rethren in .C 71%, 
© 8 you are, throug h the diſ- 


poſal of divine Pois 
my care in the Lord, ſo 
I would always have a it 


0 
able concern for the glory of God in 
your ſpiritual welfare, 1 frequently 


reflect on that ſolemn tranſaction be- 
"= 4 tween 


ie DEDICATLO . 
tween us, perform'd in the name of 
the Lord, and before him and his 
- Servants, which fixed us in that re- 
lation we now bear 1 to one another. 
There have not yet been four 
years, fince J engaged in the paſto- 
ral office, in which time, how I 
have behaved in that function, is beſt 
4 to God and you; conſcious 
it has been with muck weak 
| - I though, I hope, with integri- 
ty, as aſſiſted by your prayers to 
| God, on the one hand, and your 
counſels on the other. It is but a 
little time in the whole, that I have 
laboured among you in the word and 
_ doctrine, according to the abilities 
God hath been graciouſly pleaſed to 
furniſh me with ; and leſs time, by 
far, I had laboured, when you 
thought proper, once and again, to 
deſire me to print what i Is contain 'd 
in the following ſheets. | 
The ſervice which you have re- 
| pratd your PR to me to engage 


„ 


DEDICATION: * 


in, is not without its difficulties. 
This age, famed for learning and 
politeneſs, may, nevertheleſs, Lo de- 
fective both in candour and chriſtian 


| charity : no man may now expect 


to publiſh his performances in this 
way, without having them rigorouſ- 

ly examined, whether they are con- 
formable to the ftandard, or, what 
is worſe, whether they may not be 
turned to the diſadvantage of reli- 
gion. . 
Obſcurity and 8 as far, and 
as much as may be with a good con- 
ſciience, are often attended with calm- © 
neſs and eaſe ; whereas, on the other 

hand, an appearing in print, and exhi- 
| biring tothe publick a few things, tho 
in ſome meaſure adapted, and whol- 
ly defign'd for. real good, has been 
the remote occaſion of great diſquie- 
tude to an author, for a long ſeaſon, 

The Aenne named, alſo a 
e of my own weakneſs, 
and that there 1 be many imper- 


_ te ions 


iZ e 
fections in what you receiv'd in love, 
together with a former averſion thus 
to appear to the world, are what 
retarded my promiſing to comply 
with your requeſt. Theſe obſtructi- 
ons were, however, in ſome meaſure 3 
removed, or over-ballanced by pros; 
bable advantages; or, at leaſt, I hive 
ſo far ſurmounted them, as toattempt — * 
what you defired. And herein 
A ſerious attending to your re- 
queſt, as the voice of a church of 
Chriſt, and the reaſons with which x 
you thought proper to enforce it, 
together with, I truſt, a humble, yet 
- hearty defire, by all means to ſeek 
the promoting of the glory of God, 
the honour of the Redeemer, in the 
good of ſouls, have induced me to 
make thus publick, the ſubſtance of 
thoſe ſermons on Union, as not 
knowing but that in your repeated 
requeſts, there might be a providen- 


| tial call to this ſervice, „ 


Poſſibly you may have had ma- 
ny reaſonings in your own minds, 
concerning the cauſe of my delay, 
not only in giving an anſwer to your 


requeſts, by intimating my deſign 
to comply therewith, but alſo in not 
haſtening to publiſh fince. In anſwer 
hereunto, I would ſay, the things 


mentioned have been hindrances, 

and, ſometimes, there has been a ſe- 
cret hope, that amongſt the many 
things which are daily publiſhing, 
there might have ſome piece appear- 
ed on this ſubject, more uſeful to the 


publick, than I can expect this to be, 


and alſo ſatisfactory to you; and then 


my manuſcript might. ſhortly have 


been laid in the duſt and forgotten, as 
well as the author thereof. But now, 


my friends, here is preſented to you 


ſomewhat in anſwer to your deſires. 


'Tis true, it is but a ſmall part of 
thirteen ſermons ; but the reaſons _ 


thereof are as follow. 


The 
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viii DE DI CTT ON. 
The brevity of my notes uid i in 


preaching, which. contain very little 


of enlargement on any head, and 


therefore, conſequently, many things ; 


which might be thought pertinent in 
the illuſtration of ſome parts of the 
doctrine, when delivered from the 
pulpit, are now loſt, my memory 
not ſerving to recollect them, Again, 
Many things very uſeful in delive- 
ry, as ſetting any part in various dif- 
ferent lights, in order to your having a 


clearer apprehenſion of it; or the mi- 


nute accommodation of the ſcriptures 
brought for illuſtration, or co rma- 
tion, are not ſo neceſſary in print, 


where perſons can, at any time, re- 


view what went before. 


Suffer me here to add, that the 


following pages contain all the parts 
treated of from the pulpit, though 
contracted; and further I would 


ſubjoin, that in what moſt depends 


on the argument, there I have ſaid 


moſt, proving as much. as polhbly, 
1 
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DEDICATION. is 
I could, with any tolerable clear- 
neſs, all manner of repetitions, except 


the paſſages of ſcripture, which are 


equally pertinent in the ſeveral 
branches of the ſubject. And 


Now, my friends, tis my earneſt 
define, followed by humble prayer 
to the Lord, that this performance 
may be rendred, not only what 
you expect it, 15 inſtruction and 


comfort, but th more abundantly ; 


that while you read, the Holy Spirit 
may open your underſtandings, ſeal 
your intereſt in the bleſſings herein 
treated of, and fill you with joy and 
peace in believing. Yea, I muſt fay, 
tis my heart's deſire, that it may be 
render d uſeful unto, and that God 


may be glorified by you and all 


| others who ſhall peruſe it. 


However what follows may be re- 


cCeived by, or appear to others, is un- 


known to me; ſecret things belong | 


unto the Pond: but this I know, un- 
leſs my heart has- greatly deceivd 
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x DEDICATION. 
me, that your welfare and theirs is 
what I earneſtly defire, and greatly | 
long for. Souls appear to me very 
precious: when my eyes, or thoughts 
are turned upon the wicked and o- 
penly prophane, pity greatly affects 
me: when thoſe who appear to 
have obtained hope, through grace, 
are the objects of my view, it gives 
me pleaſure, and I love them; each 
of which ſeems to increaſe, in pro- 
portion to an apprehended likeneſs 
to, or the degree in which their ſouls | 
are drawn nh. alter Jeſus in love. 
And, 
| When mine eyes 1 you, my 
friends, my important charge here, 
and my hoped for crown of rejoicing 
another day, I cannot but value you, 
and ardently endeavour to promote, 
by all appointed and laudable means, 
your beſt intereſts. Though many 
| ſhould, through ignorance of the 
things aki in the following lines, 


be ready to ridicule and __— them, 
FE 


{ 


DEDICATION, = 1 
yet it is to be hoped, that, through 
the divine bleſſing, you will, in read- 
ing of them, have your mind re- 
freſhed, your ſouls inlarged, and 
your deſires drawn forth after God 
in Chriſt. 

May we each of 1 us, having obtain 
ed hope, through grace, that we are 
united to Chriſt, endeavour to walk 
in humbleneſs of mind, with all 
diligence, - ſuitable to the greatneſs 
of ſuch a privilege. Let us always 

remember, as is the ſtock, ſuch 
ought the branches to be ; ME” that 
ſuch branches are pleaſing to God, 
through Chriſt, honourable in ha 
ſtations ; and lis, that ſuch, men of 
the world expect all thoſe who profeſs 
deu chriſtians to be. The 
yes of the world are upon us; both 
Les and devils watch for our halt- 
- let us therefore be watchful, 
| 5 ſeek to honour the root that bears 
us, in whom there is a fulneſs of all 
_ needful ſupply. I earneſtly requeſt 


"yOu: : 


. 2 „ 
— 2 —_ 
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x DEDICATION. 


you to join your prayers with mine, 


to the Lord, that he would render 


theſe 1 abundantly uſeful to 


your own ſouls, and Ke ſouls of all 
that read them ; and that God may 


yet be more abundantly ee by 


us in all things. 


Deſiring of, endrayoutia g after, 
and praying for, your ſpiritual wel- 


fare; your growth in grace, and in 


the knowledge of our Lord and Sa- a- 
viour Feſus _ 


1 al eride my l 5 
Dear Brethren, 
our I. | 


i 2 ſake 


. ä | 
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Joux xiv. 19. 


—B cauſe 7 li ve, ye foal Jrv 400 


F E author of theſe words is the 
1; Lord Jeſus Chriſt, God incar- 
nate, being the Logos, or word, 
SW) =) united to human nature, or hav- 
ing aſſumed it, Job i. 1 1. T4. 


The recorder of them was Jobn, the be- 


loved diſciple, whom Jeſus perſonally cal- 
led to follow him; he whom Jeſus delight- 
ed to honour, or to whom he was wont to 
thew particular reſpect, vouchſafe peculiar 
favours. Some have thought, it was at his 


marriage, Jeſus wrought the miracle of turn- 


ing water into wine: though there is a tra- 
dition, that this diſciple lived unmarried *: 
Certain i it is, he leaned on Jeſus' s breaſt, had 
great EY WY him, and is noted as that 
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diſciple whom Teſus loved. * Jeſus if pake 


theſe words, but a little time, be his offer- 


ing up: Fohn recorded them, a little before 


his death, in this goſpel. Our Lord uttered 
them, on account of that ſorrow which had 


ſeized his diſciples, by reaſon of his ſpeedy 
t be 


departure, to the end that they might 
comforted, have their faith ſtrengthened, 


their hope encouraged. TFohn wrote them, 


by the direction of his ſpirit, for the conſo- 


lation of believers in all ages. 
I have choſe theſe words, as being part 


of the doctrine Chriſt taught, and Mita 


ble to my deſign. Some of the doctrines 


Chriſt | perſonally taught (as I propos d 


unto you) have been, in paſt oppor- 
tunities, conſidered, after an attempt, in ſe- 


veral ſermons, to prove Jeſus of Nazareth 
the Meſſiah. In conſidering thoſe doctrines, 
I have endeavour d to trace the-ſtreams to 
the fountain. I have, firſt, conſider'd the 


daoctrines of repentance preach'd by our 


Lord) and the neceſſity of faith in him the 
Meſſiah; following theſe, I was led to con- 
ſider the neceſſity of regeneration, and of the 
divine power to regenerate; then I preſent- 


ed to your view what was the proper action, 
and neceſſary product of the new creature; 


our Lord teaching us that every good tree 


bringeth forth ae fruit. And theſe have 


led me farther to ſearch after the root, or 


'Y * John xiii. 253. 2 XX. 31. IM Matth. vii. uy 
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the cauſe, that is yet more remote, and to 
which, I ſhall now atiend from the words 


mentioned. They are part of our Lord's 


conſolations and inſtructions to his diſciples, 


but a little time, before his crucifixion and 
aſcenſion: he had eaten the paſſovyer, teſti- 


fied he ſhould be betrayed, yea, the traitor 


was gone forth, and he had told them, it 


was but a little while and he ſhould b 
to his F ather. That ſorrow. had ſeized his 


diſciples, appears from his words, UL. Let 


not your hearts be troubled, and further, in- 
aſmuch, as in the following verſes, he not 
only a0 quaints them oſ things, that might af- 


tord conſolation, eſpecially when told they 


had a ſhare in them; but alſo adds, to his 
other conſolatory words, an aſſurance that he 
would come again, and receive them to him- 


ſelf. He then graciouſly condeſcends to 


give them ſome inſtructions, how theſe things 
ſhould be, and alfo informs them, concern- 


ing the reaſons of the things related, as v. 
6, 12, 14, 17. Then he joins his abſolute 


promiſe ; ; I will not leave you com fare 
(v. 18.) 1 will come to you. After whic 

our Lord reſumes his former intimation, 
with ſome explication in their favour ; as 
that tho' his body ſhould be removed, 7 et 
a little while; and the world ſeeth me no more, 


< mune with me, 


ut ye ſee me, v. 1 9. © Yet ye ſhall com- 
* 


my ſpirit; behold me 


|. ſtill Il by faith ; this 1 is certain: for becauſe 1 


B 2 uu 


. opening the Text ND 
ve, ye ſhall Iive alſo, Our Lord, in theſe 
words, lays down, at once, the ground and = 
certainty thereof, and, thereby, ſweetly en- 
courages them to bear, with a patience be- 
coming their profeſſion, his abſence i in is 
humane —_—_— T 
In treating of theſe words, 1 propoſe to 
conſider, © | 
[tf EE Firft, What is meant by life, or the term 
14 live, in my text. And it may intend, that 
s | they ſhould be raiſed from the dead; as he 
i Himſelf was to be. The doctrine of the re- 
i ſiurrection was, in that day, much oppoſed; 
by a certain ſect called Sadduces, which ſay 
there is no reſurrection *, Nevertheleſs, the 
faints, in all ages, receiv'd comfort thro' the 
belief of it. The _ apoſtle lays fo much 
ſtreſs upon the doctrine of the reſurrection, YZ 
When writing to the Corinthians to eſta- Z 
bliſh them in this truth, that he tells them, 7 
F there be no reſurrect on of the dead, then 1 
zs Chriſt not riſen: and if Chriſt be not riſen, _ 
then is our preaching vain, and your faith is 3 
alſo vain*, Our Lord had before taught Y 
this doctrine concerning himſelf, or that he 
ſhould be raiſed from the dead. And now 
he aſſures his diſciples, that they themſelves 
ſhould live alſo. When he was about to 
ive Jobn the revelation, he made of himſelf, 
fe reminds him of the truth of this doctrine, 
and ſhows him his preſent ſtate of exaltation, a 


Matth. xxil. 23. 1 Cor. xv, 13, 14. 
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as he was life it ſelf, the author, the origin 
of ſpiritual and cternal life, he could cabily 


ITY ” the Defen. = 5 
ſaying, Rev. i. 18. I am be that liveth, and 


vas dead; and, behold, I am alive for ever- 


more, Amen, and have the keys of hell, and 
of death. 
Or, our Lind might, y the words under 


conſideration, deſign to aſſure them, that the 
work of grace on their ſouls, their new life, 
the life of faith, ſhould continue, tho? his 
bodily preſence was not with them. And, 


make this declaration, or promiſe ; that he is 
the author thereof, he hath comfortably de- 
clared in that emphatical expreſſion, Fobn 
xiv. 6. the life, and ſtrongly aſſerted that the 
ſame life is in him as is in the Father. 
12 v. 26. For as the Father bath life in 

elf; fo hath be given to the Son to haue 


ie in himſelf. From hence our Lord may 
be well underſtood, by his words in the text, 


to aſſure them, that as he lived, who was the 
—— of their ſpiritual, and the author af | 
eternal life; ſo certainly their graces ſhould 


be kept alive; they ſhould be quicken'd, 
ſupported, and preſerved under all affſictions 


and temptations, to the enjoyment of the 


heavenly happineſs, according to his declara- 


tion, John x. 28. I give unto them eternal. 
life, and they ſhall never periſh; neither ſhall 
any man pluck them out of my hand, But let 
not me, by this latter Ar be andexſiood 
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to exclude the former. 
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©: Secondly, Who ſhall thus live? Why thoſe, 


his diſciples, that believed in him, whoſe: 


Hearts were troubled at the app apprehenſion of his: 
departure ; and not thoſe . but all that 


do now, or-ſhall hereafter; believe on him. 


| 2 vi. 47. Verily, verily, J ſay. unto. you, 
he that believeth on me hath everlaſting life. 
He hath the ſeed, ' the beginning, the firſt: 
© fruits, in poſſeſſion, which aſſure the future 


« harveſt, the full enjoyment of it hereafter *. 


Fobn xi. 26. Abo euer liveth, and believeth in 
me, ſhall never die. All his ſheep ſhall thus 


live, thoſe that the Father hath given to him. 
Jobn vi. 37. All that the Father: giveth me 
come to me; v. 39. And this is the Fa- 
ther's will which hath ſent me, that of all 
which he hath given me, I 7 ſhould loje.nothing, 


| but ſhould raiſe it up again at the laſt day. 


Thirdly, The reaſon hereof is in theſe b 
words, ecauſe I live; which gives us occa- 


ſion to enquire, how Chriſt's living. is a 


ound, reaſon, or evidence of the believer's 
iving, as hath been 0 under the firſt 
thing conſider d. | 
Jo which enquiry it might be anſwer'd 
many ways, 1. They were given to him to 
182 and he will diſcharge the truſt. 
2. He has undertook, for them, to bring 
them ſafe to glory; he is their ſurety, and 


* he lives, they cannot miſcarry. 


He is united to them: they are mem 


3. 
bers of 7 „ee — And this Union 
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I have in view, as taught in theſe words, 2 
under conſideration, ant Lr in the 8 
next chapier. 5 

4 By Union, 8 generally e an one- 
= neſs or ſameneſs, as an uniſon in muſick; or 
= ſuch cleaving, adhering, or joining together, 
two or more perſons or things, that they 
* may be called one in ſome good ſenſe. 80 
1 the apoſtle ſpeaks of Chriſt and his mem- 
q bers, Rom:/x112 4 5. For as ae haue many 
& | members in one body, and all members haue not 
* the. ame office:' fo we being many, are one 
| 1 in 17 and 1 one members ane Y 
9 In further enending to this Union; * 
1 regard to my text, I ſhall e e tho 


four en things. r' Reine AA 
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1, To ſet before: you. hae Aatute * this 
nion, which 1s FOO Chrift, dis 

"his Members. | ene 1 . : # 
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II. r 1 the commence- 

0 ment of this Union”. Nase wee 
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we 


Wig As 3 thei TRIP ai diff . 
cCulties attending the ſubject, conſider 1 


the mode, 1. e. what is, or what is 
meant by the band, mean, * A 
125 of this Union. e of Bye 


S8 The Nature of the Union. 


IV. Conſider the effects, or how. A 
ſaints ſupport in ſpiritual life, and the 
enjoyment of future happineſs are con- 
ſequent pow this Union. SY) 


I. The nature «fas 8 that Is be⸗ 
tween Chriſt and his members. 
If, Tis not an imaginary only, or meer- 
| by conceptive Union, ſuch as is between the 
underſtanding and the thing conceiv'd; but 
tis a real Union, ſuch as is between the vine 
and branches. John xv. 5. Tam tbe vine, ye 
are the branches. Every believer hath a be- 


ing in Chriſt analogous to the branch in the 


vine. 


both foul and body are united to Chriſt 
Is on this Unien the apoſtle grounds that 
vehement dehortation. 1 Cor. vi. 15. Know 
he not that your bodies are the members of 
Chriſt? Shall I then take the members of 
Chrift, and make them the members of an 
harlot ? God forbid. The apoſtle does not 
view the fin of fornication only ; but alſo the 


exceeding aggravation of it, thro' the abuſe 


of. the body which had len 1 highly ho- 
noured, 1 united to Chriſt, to be a 


member of his myſtical body, or at leaſt re- 


puted to be ſo. Thus, tis evident, the in- 
ferior part is united, and there's no doubt of 


the 8207 part being a8 much and as cloſely 
| = united: 


 2dly, 'Tis a Widen of the whole perſon, 
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The Nature of the Union. © 9 


Anitec: Yea is aſſuredly ſo, as join“ 'd to the 


inferior. Tho”, I think, twill appear here- 


after, that the "foul 18 the medium of the | 
body s union. 


34%, This Union is firm, ſolid, laſting ; 
yea is everlaſting, or admits of no diſſolution. 
The author of it varies not from his purpoſe. 
Mal. iii. 6, I am the Lord, I change not. 


Tho' we, who have obtain'd hope thro' 
grace, alter in our frames, in our behaviour, 


in our apprehenſions of the privilege, or of 
our intereſt therein ; yet he remains ever the 
fame; Hoſ. ii. 19, 20. T will betroth thee 
unto me or ever; yea, I will betroth thee 


unto me in ri ighreouſueſe and in re ige 


and in loving kindneſs, and in mercies 
will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulneſs, 

and thiu falt know the Lord. In theſe. 
words God aſſures his people of what he 


would put in execution ; (vis. ) a ſcheme 


laid with wiſdom and equity: and alfo that 
his faithfulneſs ſhould appear in the execu- 
tion, and continuance of what he had given 
them to expect; and that their experience 


ſhould diſcover his verity, goodneſs, and un- 


changeableneſs. Remember tis the cha- 


racter of Jeſus, Heb. xiii. 8. the ſame yeſter- 
day, to "as and for ever, He is not like 
un 


us, ever ffüctuating, ever changing; ; were 


bis love, his purpote, his reſolution, and his 


engagement, like ours; we might juſtly 
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10 De Nature of the Union. 
expect, that we ſhould for ever periſh; eſpeci- 


ally when we conſider our own unworthineſs, 


and add thereunto our diſingenious carriage: 


but it has been declared of him, and may 
thro all ages, John Xiu. 1. that having lov- 
ed his own wh: 6, were in the world, he loved 
them unto the end. And, where ſouls are 


brought into the cloſeſt intimacy and com 


munion with him, we may eaſily conclude, 
'twill be as liſting as bis love that firſt en- 
gaged him hereunto ; and that is thro' all 
futurity. This Union continues thro' life to 
death, and while the body ſleeps in the 


rave; as we may 2 105 from our Lord's 


words, (Matth. xxli. 31, 


God of Iſaac, and rhe God of ] 
7s not God of the dead, but of the living. 
Which words intimate not only that the 


ſoul did exiſt, and ſhould certainly be re- 
united; but alſo that ſoul and body are, even 


afterideath, reputed one perſon : otherwiſe 
the eee of the ſoul in life would have 
been no proof of the reſurrection; nor could 
it eaſily have been accounted for, how God 


was not the God of the dead, but of the 


kiying. Now, if the ſoul and body, when 
ſeparate, be any? d one perſon, and that 
one perſon is united to o Chriſt; then Union. 

2 e con- 


2.) But as touch- | 
ing the reſurrection of the dead, have ye not 
read that which was ſpoken unto you by God, 


ſaying, I am the God of Abraham, and the 
acob. Go 


58 
+ 
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The Nature of the Union” 11 
continues thro” all time, in the fame ſenſe, 
Z as God is faid to be the God of the living; 
T and not of the dead. 
3 — 4thly, Tis a ſpiritual and myſtical Union. 
Ti is term'd ſpiritual in oppoſition, or contra- 
diſtinction to all other unions in nature hat- 
ſoever (z. e. in the common acceptation of 
the term nature) and as all things relating to 
ſalvation are: myſtical, as what revelation 
only teaches. So the apoſtle tells the Epbe- 
ans, c. iii. 4--6. Whereby, when ye read, 
ye may underſiand my knowledge in the myſte- 
ry of Chriſt. Which in other ages was not 
made known unto the ſons of men, as it ts 
now reveal'd unto his holy apoſtles and pro- 
phets by the ſpirit; which myſtery, in the 
following words, he informs us, is this, 
Dat the Gentiles ſhould be fellw-heirs, and 
of the ſame body, (viz. the myſtical body of 
Chriſt,) and partakers of his promiſe in Chriſt, 
by the goſpel 'Tis, indeed, a great myſtery 
in it ſelf, as the creature is admitted to ſuch 
nearneſs, that the condeſcenſion of Chriſt, 
© | and love of God, can never be ſufficien ly 
2 admired, or expreſſed ; that we, who are in- 
ferior to Angels, and debaſed by fin, ſhould, 
as the apoſtle intimates, Fph. iv. 15, 16. 
grow up into him in all things, which 1s the 
bead, even Chriſt : from whom the whole body 
hitly join'd together, and compatted by that 
which every joint ſupplieth, according to the 


T ran working in the + meaſiure of every part, 
:  maketh 
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a | T, he Nature of the Union. 
maketh increaſe of the body, unto the edi Hing 


of it felf in love. We may look upon it, 
and wonder, and juſtly admire; and while 


wondring and admiring, adore ; and, as St, 


John, 1 ep. uw. 1. ſay, with holy rapture, 


| Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the 
ons of God: and ſenſible of our own un- 


worthineſs, aſcribe all to God in the Fſal- 
miſt's words, Pjalm cxviii. 23, This is the 
Lord's doing, 1t is marvellous in our eyes. 


'Tis ſuch a privilege, honour, and dignity, 


_ conferred upon the ſubjects, as could never 


have enter'd into the heart of man- to con- 
ceive; had not the ſame goodneſs, that de- 
vited it, reveal'd it in his word, by his ſpirit. 
F urther, as Chriſt and the faints make but 
one body. 1 Cor. xii. 12. As the body is 


one, and hath many members, and all the 


member's of that one body, being many, are 


one body; ſo alſo is Chriſt. And as the Mo- 


dus of this Union between Chriſt and his 


members cannot be fully comprehended; 


but will, after all our ſearches, ſtill continue 
a myſtery ; ; and in many things but darkly 
underſtood : As the apoſtle tells us, Eph, 


30. 32. We are members of his body, of 


his fleſh, and of his bones. For this cauſe 
ſpall a man leave his father And mother, and 
all be joined unto his wife, and they two 


ſhall be one fleſh, This is a great myſtery : 


but I Heal concerning 1 and the church, 
| Let 


The Noture of the Union. 13 


Let us, therefore, beware leaſt we put more or 


leſs, into this Union, than the ſcripture does. 
This Union is not made by compounding, 


as water is mixed with wine; nor by tranſ- 
mutation, as of water into wine, We are 
not hereby made, or exalted to be, 1 


chriſts or gods; neither chriſtized or deified, 


if I may be allowed the phraſes. Some 


ſeem to 1 expreſſed themſelves too un- 


warily on this head. 


Neither are we ſo united to Chriſt as to 
become one perſon; tho Chriſt and his church 


make one myſtical body. Man and wife, 
ſio united as 25 be term'd one fleſh, are Rilt 
_ diſtinct perſons. Nor are we ſo united, that 


we are but one natural body; for his is in 


heaven, and ours are on earth; and will ſo 


remain till the laſt judgment. Peter ſpeak- 
ing of Chriſt, A#s iii. 21. ſays, whom the 
heaven muſt receive, until the times of reſti- 


 Fution of all things, evidently pointing to the 
laſt day. To which allo the apoſtle Paul 


has * when ſpeaking of "an laints 
expectation of Chriſt, and the advantage 


that will accrue by his appearance : He ex- 


preſly faith, Phil. iii. 21. ſpeaking of Chriſt, 

Who. ſhall change our vile body, that it may 
be faſhioned like unto his glorious body, and 
accounts for the difficulty of performance, 
as well as heightens. our ſentiments of the 


favour; by adding, according to the working 


| abel he is * even to * all chings unto 


Him- 
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. The Natue of the Ui. 


himſelf. And even at this ſeaſon, mention- 
ed by the apoſtle, their bodies remain di- 


ſtinct; for twill be part of their happineſs 


and glory to contemplate the Godhead uni- 
ted to humanity, and to ſee that individual 


part, Chriſt's humanity, . ſo highly raiſed, 
and thereby the Nature amazingly exalted. 


_ Tho! we muſt not put more into this 
"Union than ſcripture has in it, and therefore 
. Not theſe forementioned things ; yet we muſt 
be equally cautious” not, to put leſs, to di- 
miniſh therefrom. This Union has more in 
it than taking our nature abſtractedly conſi- 


der'd, as mentioned, Heb. ii. 14. Foraſ- 


much then as the children are partakers of 


Fleſh and blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took 


part of the ſame : for, in this abſtracted con- 


ſideration, there is as much Union between 
him and all the individuals of human na- 
ture, in a collective ſenſe, as between him 


and ſome ſelected perſons; ; Whereas, this 
Union, referred to, is always mentioned as 
a ſpecial or peculiar privilege. There is 
more in this Union, between Chriſt and 


the ſoul, than that 504 of affection, which 
18 between them who mutually love one 
another; tho' it be a David and Jonathan * 


Or than ele! is in that Union, which is among 
hismembers; even when ſaid to be knit together 


in love. Jeſus wept over Jeruſalem *, could 


dx Sam, xvii. 2. Col. f. 2. E Luke xix. 4. 
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2 Rom. viü. 1. 1 Cor. i. 39. 


The Nature of the Union. . 


5 Fmpathize with the weeping ſiſters!, loved 


a moraliſt ®, yet theſe may be ſhort of this 
Union : final deſtruction overtook the city of 
Janes and without breach of charity, 
the ſouls of many of its inhabitants; and the 


young man in the goſpel, we have no inti- 
mation that aſcertains his future happineſs; 


but there are many clear paſſages, that prove 
the certain happineſs of the ſoul united to 
Chriſt. 7 | 1 

I cannot but ſuppoſe you now ready to en- 
quire, what is this Union? I anſwer, thus, 
the evincing to our reaſon, the Uniop of the 
ſacred three in one divine eſſence, or of the 


two natures in Chriſt, or of Chriſt and his bo- 


dy, the church; is above my capacity. They 
are three myſterious depths beyond the reach 
of our reaſon, who can't explain the Union 
of ſoul and body; nor even that of the parti- 


cles of matter. Who can declare what is 


the Nexus of either? However, we may 
ſay, this Union between Chriſt and the fouls 


of believers, is that myſtical relation, where- 
by, being united to Chriſt, - they receive a 
right to all thoſe bleſſings laid up in him, 


for ſuch ; even eternal life *®, which is in 


him. For they have freedom from condem- 


nation , and he is made to them of God 
wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſancii ſication, 


and redemption ®. And this leads me now, 


1 John xi. 3j. ® Mark x. 21. * x Johnv. 12. 
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II. To enquire, as peoposd, edbce glg 
the commencement of this Union. As I 
have ſpoken of Union between Chriſt and 
believers, I might here, in fome meaſure, 
be eafily excus'd taking in the controverſial 
part, the time when it began to exiſt : All 
allowing that believers are united to Chriſt, 
and our Lord, in my text, addreſſes himſelf 
to ſuch : but fearing this ſhould be, by you, 
eſteem'd a touching too lightly on a point, 
by ſome thought of great importance; I ſhall | 


_ obſerve there was ſome kind of Union exiſt- 


ing before time, tho' what I principally 
have in view took riſe in time; as I appre- 
hend. 

- 1/f, There was, what is term'd Eleckion- 
anion, before time: or before the creation of 
the world. Chriſt being, in the purpoſe of 
God, view'd as the head, and his people 
as members, making one myſtical body. 
Epb. i. 4. Accordin gas he hath choſen us in 
him, before the foundation of the world. 
Tho, I think, the idea in the text is com- 
plex; nd not only views them, as choſe to 
ſalvation, but alſo the order of their ſalva- 
tion; in which Chriſt is ſet up as the head 


and repreſentative. The moving cauſe of 
choice was the diſplay of divine favour, 


the glory of his grace, Eph. 1. 11, 12. be- 
ing predeſtinated according to the purpoſe of 
him "_- wworketh all 9 after the counſel 
FT if 
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Coninientement of this Union. 17 
/ lit oum Will; that we ſhould be to the 


praiſe of his ghery. V. 6, To the praiſe 


of the glory of his grace. The act was of, or 
from ſovereign pleaſure ; it may ve ſaid of this 


act, as of creation, Rev. iv. 11. for thy pleaſure 
they are and were created. Ya this choice 


of them to ſalvation, abſtractedly conſidered, 
is no more than fixedly determining them 


to the end; and, as the headſhip of Chriſt 
was appointed the means, they are ſaid to be 
choſen in him; or, in this view of relation 
to him; God choſe all. that did heretofore, 
do now, or ſhall hereafter, believe in Chriſt ; 
and fore-ordain 'd Chriſt the head. 80, 


pb. 1. 22. tis ſaid, and gave bim to he 


the head over all things to the church, and, 
Prov. viii. 23. Chriſt, under the character 
of wiſdom, ſays, I was Fee dh from ever- 
laſting. Thus, God's e, or decree, 
included Chriſt and hers Neu all up to- 
gether, in one common bond, as many 


things in one bundle, diſplaying divine fa 


vour; hence the phraſe bound up in the burke 
ale of life, which is correſpondent to, Luke 
x. 20. your names are Written. in heaven. 
This Union appears to me, no more than the 
order of election. 
2dly, There was from eternity a Repreſen- 
tative Union: ſome ſpeak of a legal, fœderal, 
and natural Union; but, I think, this in- 
cludes them all; as 'tis in conſequence of 
the divine decree, and there being the ſame 
Will 


j 


18 An Enquiry concerning the 
will in each perſon in the divine eſſence. 
In this Repreſentative-Union, Chriſt, as 
acting for all thoſe choſen ones, is conſidered 
as their appointed head; their covenanting 3 
head; their ſurety ; he that undertook to = 
manage their cauſe for them ; that became 3 
their ſurety, and engaged to ſand in their 
ſtead ; ſo as what he ſhould do in their be- 
half, ſhould be placed to their account, as 
much, as if perſonally done by them. He 
drew near to God, ſtruck hands in covenant 
engaged for them. Hence the foundation 
for the imputation of our fins to him, and ; 
of his righteouſneſs to us. And this appears I 
to be more than the purpoſe of God, in the 
bare act of election, or fore- ordination i; for 
here is a ſecondary view, as conſent, com 
pact, and obligation to perform the ſeveral 
things, agreed in covenant, relating to the. 
' redemption of the elect, and their ſalvation :_ 
to which appointment, and covenant, our 
Lord appears to allude, Jobn x. 15--18. 
As the Father knoweth me, even ſo know I the 4 
Father : and I lay down my life for the ſheep : E 
and other ſheep I have, which are not of this © 
old, them alſo I muſt bring, and they ſhall © 
Hear my voice; and there ſhall be one fold, and 3 
one ſhepherd. Therefore doth my Father love 1 
me, becauſe I lay down my hfe, that I might 
take it again. No man taketh it from me, 
but I 2 it down of my ſelf : I have ' power 


4 1 Peter i. 20. 5 
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Commencement of this Union. 1 9 


fo lay it . down, and ] have power to take it 
again; this commandment have T received of 


my Father. Vet this Repreſentative- Union 
was no more than covenant relation, or co- 


venanting on our behalf; and was an infinite 


favour. 
zaly, There is a poſitive and actual Union 


of Chriſt, and every believer, of another 


nature, which takes its riſe in time: tis, 


indeed, the effect of the preceding; but as 
the former conſiſt in decree and ſuretiſhip, &c. 
this conſiſts in the cloſeſt adherence and com- 


munication. And, as all ſpiritual life in the 
| believer is derived from it, may, on that 
account, properly be ſtiled vital Union. 


Tis different from the firſt we mentioned, 
as that is no more than intention, deſign, 
or decree ; as many materials may be ſele&- 


ed and defign'd for a building, and, yet, 


have no other Union than the purpoſe of 
him who choſe them. Tis different from 


the ſecond, as the compact, or ſcheme agreed 


upon 1n the covenant, ſettles the order and 


means, and ſecures the event ; but the one 
mult be obſerved, and the other uſed, be- 
fore this Union is effected; or the materials 


ſelected, are actually aid together in the 
building, and ſo ——_ united with the 


foundation, and the ſeveral parts. Thus 
the apoſtle tells the believing Epheſians, 
that they are built upon the aud on f 


r Eph. ii. Oy 21. KS | 
52 te 


— — > ac — 9 N 2 
. — R n 2 * 
—— ET — 2 = KA 


0 
— * 0 . 
— 1 — 22 


— gs TIS 


20 An Enquiry concerning EY JE. 
the apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chrift himſelf 


being the chief corner ſtone; in whom all the 
building fitly framed together, groweth unto 
an holy temple in the Lord. Which wards 


fully prove the then preſent ſtate of the be- 


lieving Ephefiens; and ſufficiently intimate 
their being ſelect materials, For as they are 
ſaid to be built, ſo they are faid alſo to be 
fitly framed ; which term may not only ſig- 
nity the order, as to place in the building ; 
but alſo a previous deſignation, a preparation, 
a Eringing to the building, and ſuitably 


Joining all things in it. The Agency in this 
building, is that of the Spirit; and the 


immediate effect of it, ſeems to be the inha- 
bitation of God, thro” the Spirit. As 


this Union is of a different nature, from 


either of the forementioned ones, twill evi- 
dence that tis neither of the former; and if 


it be neither of the former: let us ſee if its 


beginning is not in time; and then further 


enquire, if in time, at ak time it com- 
mences. And, 
That this Union hath its beginning, or 
commences in time, ſeems evident from 
theſe, and ſuch like paſſages of ſcripture; 
J the root be holy, ſo are the branches; 
which truth, as far as it reſpects inwrought 
GnRification, 1s explain' d under the meta- 
phor of crafting, in the following words ;--- 


* and thou being a wild olive tree, wer't 
Rom. xi. 16, + Ver. 17. 
hs grafted 
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Commencement of this Union. 21 
grafted in----and----partakeft of the root 
and fatneſs of the olive tree; for if thou 
vert cut 1 the glive tree, which is wild 


wert grafted, contrary to na- 
ture, into a good olive-tree *,---S0, after the 
apoſtle Paul had, in his cloſe to the epiſtle 
to the Romans, willed them to greet many, 
he adds, chap. xvi, 79. Salute Andronicus 


and Junia, my kinſinen, and my fellow- 


AO who are of note among the apoſtles, 
0 alſs were in Chriſt before me, This paſ- 
ſage may poflibly reſpect their profeſſion of 
Chriſt ; but then, I ſuppoſe, it was in conſe- 
quence of the new birth, or Chriſt reveal'd 
in the ſoul; we know Saul had no ſooner 
paſſed under this great change, but he own'd 
Chriſt, and joined himſelf to the diſciples. 
And we know alſo, that, by being in Chrift, 
he intends a new creature; at leaſt, here, one 


profeſſedly fo; as is evident from 2 Cor. v. 


17. where he affirms, from effects experi- 
enced, that any man be in Chriſt, be is a 
new creature. This, becoming a new crea- 
ture, is an effect in time, a change in ſtate, 
and is neceſſarily connected with a being in 
Chriſt, by poſitive and actual Union: then, 
from that living root, proceeds nouriſhment 
for the branches; then, both root and branch, 
are holy. Till this vital, perſonal Union 


takes place, it may juſtly be aftirm'd, of 
the choſen of the Lord, as of others, that 


Ver. 24. 
* c they 


22 An Enquiry concerning the 
they are * dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and 
| that they are by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others, without Chriſt, a far off, 7. e. 
before they are quickened, made new crea- 4 
tures. So the apoſtle, when writing to the '$ 
Ephefians, of their paſt ſtate, mentions it thus, 
* af that time ye were Wi thout Chriſt, being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Iſrael, and 
rangers from the covenants of promiſe, ha- 
ping no hope, and without God in the world : 
He who ſometimes were far off, Yet theſe 
very perſons, here mentioned, were in the 
purpoſe of election, in the covenant of grace: 4 
and were in their then preſent eſtate, actu- 13 
ally, perſonally united to Chriſt: wherefore, 3 
when he expreſſes their preſent ſtate, the 1 
phraſe is changed, and their ſtate repreſent- 3 
ed as the reverſe of the former. But now 4 
in Chriſt Feſus, ye who were ſometimes far 9 
off, et le ob by the blood Egan” — 5 1 
again, row therefore, i. e. when made new 
creatures, perſonally united to Chriſt, ye are 
no more ſtrangers and foreigners, but fellow- 
citizens with the ſaints, and of the houſhold 
of God; And are built upon the foundation 
of the apoſtles and prophets, TFeſus Chriſt 
himſelf being the chief corner ſtone ; In whom 
all the building, fitly framed together, grow- 
eth unto an holy temple in the Lord : In whom 
you alſo are builded together for an habztation 


» Eph. ii. 1, 3. * Ver. 12, 13. 7? Eph. i. 3—5. 
5 Eph. ii. 13. 805 a Ver. 10. 1 5 Ver. 19. tt. | of 
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cummencement of this Union, 23 


of God thro the ſpirit. And the ſame apo- 
ſtle elſewhere 2 * There 15, therefore, 
now no condemnation to them <vhich are in Chriſt 


Feſus. Thele ſcriptures, thus attended to, 


1 think, ſufficiently prove, that this poſitive, 


actual Un commences in time; and, 


further, that this Union contains in it an 


idea different and diſtinct, both from the 
purpoſe of God, and the covenant tranſacti- 


on of which we have treated before; tho 


it is ſecured as an event certain, thro”, and 
dependant on them. 

I apprehend, this Union, of which I now 
treat, is, what is generally underſtood by the 
phraſe united to Chriſt, © The texts of ſcrip- 


ture recited, concerning the Romans and 
Egpbeſans, mention a point of time, in which 
both Romans and Ephefians were diſtant, far 


off, without Chriſt ; either of which terms 
convey an idea directly the reverſe to that of 
Union. It does not appear to me, to be agree- 


able to the deſign of the author to ſuppoſe, 
theſe paſſages only intend, that the partition, 


between Jer and Gentile, was now broken 
down; and that thereby, the Gentiles enjoy- 
ed in common with the Jes, the great 
bleſſing of having the goſpel preached, the 
way of life made known unto them: or, 

that, as the body of the Fews refuſed, or re- 
jected the goſpel, this grafting, bringing 
nigh, &c, intends no more than the preaching 


© Rom, viii. 1. 
| of 
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24 at Enquiry concerning the 

of the goſpel to the Gentrles, or their being 
inſtated in privileges like what the Fews had 
heretofore been, to whom the lively oracles 
of truth were committed; fo to conceive, 


| appears too general and remote: for I do 


not apprehend the apoſtle to addreſs them as 


national bodies; but as churches, and indivi- 


duals. Agrecable to this ſentiment, is the 


apoſtle's addreſs, * I beſeech you, therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye pre- 
ent your bodies, a living ſacrifice, holy, and 


acceptable to God, which ig your reaſonable 


ſervice. Upon the whole of the view we 


have taken, this Union poſitive ahd actual, 


ſeems neceſſarily to begin to exiſt in. time. 
At what time, will be more particularly 


diſcuſſed, under the next head of this myſte- 
rious point of doctrine. Whilſt I conclude 


the —.— with the following uſes. 
, To ſuch, that have no evidence, or 
bub doubtful evidence, of this latter Union, ; 
et are deſirous to experience it, let me * 
ply theſe words of the prophet Jaiab, Ye 
that make mention of the Lord, keep not fi- 


tence; and give him no reſt, till he eftabhiſh, 
and till he make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the 


earth, If this be the duty of every one, 
that makes mention of the n me of Lord, in 
prayer, as his Lord; how much i is it the duty 


of every ſoul, that enquires after . happi- - 
neſs, that viſits the throne of grace, thus to 


4 Rom. xii, 1. © Ifaiallxii. 6, 7. « 
ae, 45 
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| Commencement of this Union, 235 
ſolicit that he may enjoy full evidence of his 
Union, and that God would cauſe his ſoul to 

praiſe him on the earth. How exceeding anxi- 
ous are we many times, about an evidence 
of right; or about the poſſeſſion of things 
much inferior to the advantages arifing from 
this Union. Intereſt and ſelf. preſervation di- 
rect you to attend to the wiſe man's words, 
expreſs d on a different occaſion; and which 
are very applicable to your preſent circum- 
ſtance, Give not fleep to thine eyes, nor ſlumber 
to thine zye-lids f: Attend to all the appointed 

means; eſpecially earneſt, conſtant prayer. 

A2 ay, As there can no glory ariſe to the 


creature, from this Union being effected, 


except relative, or confer d; God being 
the adviſer and agent, let pos, who are 
in the fruition of it, give God the glory. 
Know ye that the Zo he is God, it is he 
that hath made us, and not we our ſelves; 
we are bis prople, and for ſoeep Y his pa- 


Aurel. 5 


II. I come now to the third thing pro- 
poſed, vis. as becomes the importance of 
the ſubject, and the difficulties attending it, 


to conſider what is, the mean, bond or ce- 
ment. of this real, vital, perſonal. Union; 


or what is meant by the terms. 
As neither of theſe terms are in this caſe 
n I-ſhall not take upon me the 


- 5 Provivk 1. Pal. e. 3. | | 
| defence 


26 What is, or what is meant by the Terms 


defence of them; but, under theſe terms, 
give you the 1 enſe of divines, and afterwards 
my own ſenſe, concerning the point in hand; 
and then, by juſt deduction ſhew, as the 
caſe will admit, the time, when this Union. 
commences. | 
I/, The ſenſe of ivities- The moſt 
enerally received ſentiment is, That the 
bond of Union is the Spirit on Chriſt's part, 
and faith on ours. This, indeed, has been 
oppoſed : But, if the ſeveral Scriptures pro- 
duced, as a foundation for this ſentiment are 
confidered, we ſhall find, that neither-the 
authors of this ſentiment did, nor the main- 
tainers thereof do, thus conclude, from any 
trivial and mean reaſon: but from the Spirit's 
being the agent in uniting, and his inhabi- 
lr in thoſe united; and from faith's be- 
that whereby we receive Chriſt, lay 
held on him, have our affections raiſed to- 
Wards him, and ſet upon him. The ſcrip- 
tures they uſe are the following, and others 
like them, 1 Cor. xii. 11, 13. But all theſe 
gifts and graces before mentioned) worketh 
that one and the ſelf jame Spirit, dividing to 
every Man ſeverally as he will. For as the 
body is one, and hath many members, and all 
the members of that one body, being many, 
are one body : ſo alſo is Chriſt. For by one 
Spirit are wwe all baptized into one body, whe- 
ther we be eus or Gentiles, whether we be 


_ or m_ ; And have been all made to 
1 drint 
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| Band, Mean, or Cement of Union. 27 


drink into one Spirit. But, to the point in 
hand, this paſſage proves no more than the 


agency of the Spirit,, and the diſtributions 


thereof; together with the Union of belie- 
vers one with another. They allo cite 
1 Cor. vi. 17. He that is joined unto the Lord, 


7s one Spirit; i. e. partakes of the ſame 


Spirit: And Rom. viii. 11. But if the Spirit 
of him that raiſed up Fefus from the dead, 
dwell in you; be that raiſed up Chriſt from 
the dead, ſhall alſo quicken your e Bodies, 


by his Spirit which dwelleth in you. This 


text, to the agency of the Spirit, adds his 
inhabitation. 80 1 John iii. 24. Hereby we 


know that-he abideth in us, by the Spirit 


which he hath given us. Chap. iv. 13. Here- 


we know that we dwell in him, and he in 
becauſe he hath given us of. his Spirit. 


> theſe texts ſuffice, as being the hier 


produced to prove that the band of Union is 
the Spirit on Chriſt's part: And let us proceed 
to ſome brought to prove tis faith on ours; 
of which number are theſe that immedi- 
ately follow, John i. 12. But as many as re- 


ceived him, to them gave he power to become 
the ſons of God, even to them that beheve on 


2 name: Cant. iii. 4. J found him whom 

my ſoul loveth ; 1 held him, and would not let 
bom go, until Thad brought him into my mo- 
ther's hou uſe, and into the chamber of her that 
conceived me: And the fore-cited 1 Cor. vi. 


17. Now, tho' theſe paſſages fully proye 
ES the 


28 M bal is, or what is meant by the Terms 
the Union to be, between Chriſt and ſuch 
ſouls; and ſtrongly ſuggeſt the Spirit is the 
agent; yet, we muſt confeſs, they are not 
demonſtrative proof, that. the Spirit is the ; 
bond on Chriſt's part: But, let me ſay, as 2 
tis no where in ſcripture expreſſed what the =: 
bond is, ſuch concluſion or expreſſion is, in ; 
no wiſe contemptible; nor attended with dan- 
gerous conſequences ; If any part of this U- 
nion is to be attributed to the believer, as 
ſurely there is, when 'tis conſidered as a 5 . 
gal relation, then faith is the bond on his part ” 
by it we apprehend Chriſt, devote our ſelves to f 
him, vouch the Lord to be our God, to walk 


bis ww and mother, nd Nall be ane, un- 
to his Wife, and they tao ſhall be one Fleſh. 
This is a great myſtery : but I ſpeak concern- 
ing Chriſt and the Church. Tis the excel- 
lency and ſuitableneſs of Chriſt, apprehend- _ 
ed by faith, of the operation of the Spirit of 
God, that begets love, raiſes our affections; 
and diſpoſes us to chooſe, and ſurrender our 
felves to Chriſt by an accepiance of him, 
as exhibited in the goſpel ; even as our Pro. 
Piet, Prieſt, and King: and alſo wy a fidu- 


Heut. xxvi. 7. 
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Bund, Mran, or Cement of Union. 29 
cial truſt; felying on him as the Lord our 


righteoufneſs and ſtrength, purpoſing to be 


for him and not for another; or as the a- 
poſtle, to be eſpouſed 79 one huſband, — as 4 


chaſte virgin to Chrift*. By this faith as we 


have purpoſed to embrace him; yea, have 


actually embraced him ; fo, we allo reſolve 
to retain him, as the ſpouſe, Cant. iii. 4. 


T found him hom my foul loveth: I held 
him, and world not let him go, until I had 


brought him into my mother's houſe, into the 


chamber of her that conceived me. Thus, 
according to the common maxim, Conſent 


makes matrimony : and this is uſually, I 


conceive, from an apprehenſion of ſuitable- 
neſs and advantage ; together with a behef 
that the iſſue will be accordingly. 
And, this ſentiment, thus conſider' d, leads 
me to another, vz2z. that a mutual, recipro- 
cal, hearty love between Chriſt and belie- 
vers, is the bond of Union; or a mutual ob- 
ligation, between Chriſt and believers to love 
one another. Tis true, when united, their 
love is reciprocal; and the more of Jeſus's 
love is diffuſed on the ſoul, the greater are 
the effuſions of the ſoul's love towards him. 
Again, the everlaſting love of Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, is conceived to be the bond 
of the elect's Union to the facred Three. 
Which ſentiment, if it be underſtood, as 
conſidering God to be love, and the author 
3 2 Cor. xi. 2, 
= - 


20 What is, or what is meant by the Terms 
and finiſher of all things, may be according 


to truth; but if love be conſidered, as that 


which diſtinguiſhes its objects by providing 
favours for them, I apprehend, tis rather 


the cauſe, of which the bond is the effect: 

Or, the Union i is an effect of love the cauſe, 
7. e. divine, everlaſting love pitching upon 
thoſe happy objects as its objects. Everlaſt- 
ing love, ſurely, is the cauſe original of this 


union under preſent conſideration. Union, 
among intelligents, always ſeems to note a- 
greement; and love, if it be its bond, muſt 


be reciprocal; tor tis very poſſible, 1 may 


ſet my love upon one who has none for me, 
and my affections may cleave to the perſon; 
yet, there is not that joining or cement, 
without it be reciprocal, that the term U- 


nion, applied to intelligents, uſually implies : 
Nor do I conceive any other than what is 
proper to faith, which apprehends, and em- 
braces its objects. Tis true, divine love can 
beget love: but then, this is effected i in time. 
The love of God is ſhed abroad in our hearts, 
by the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto us“ 

He cauſes ſouls to ſee, to taſte, to feel the 


love of God; he diſcovers to them the eter- | 
nal purpoſe ; apprizes them perſonally of 


the bleſſings that are deſigned for them; 
and applies the benefits of Chriſt to them : 
and thereby, the divine love is manifeſted 
towards us, even, that God ſent. his only t be- 


k Rom. v. 5. 
| | gotten 
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Band, Mean, or Cement of Union. Tr 
otten Son into the world, that we mi be 
oe thro him. Herein is love; love mani- 


feſted, not that we loved God, prior or ante- 
cedent to this, but that he loved us, and ſent 


his Son to be the propitiation for our ſins w. 


The effect of which application or diſcove- 


of the divine love is, that wwe love him; 


becauſe he firſt loved uso, in the eternal pur- 


poſe, in ſending Jeſus, in diſcovering our 


Intereſt in him, and in applying the bene- 


fits that flow thro' him; thereby enabling 
and engaging our ſouls to love him. 
Having, thus briefly, laid before you vari- 


ous opinions touching the ſubje& under con- 


ſideration; and made ſome few remarks as 


1 paſs'd along ; ; it follows, as I propoſed, 


 2dly, To lay before you my own ſenti- 
ment, or offer ſome thoughts upon this 
ſubject : And, in doing of it, as I have al- 


ready hinted, I ſhall not go about to defend 


the propriety, of the terms; bond, cement, 
or mean, as applicable to the preſent ſub- 


jet: nor ſhall I think my ſelf blameable, 
if what offer does not come up to the idea 
ſtrictly, of either of the recited terms. For, 
if we can't prove there is a mean, &c. I 
cannot juſtly be blamed for not diſcovering 


what it is: but I do not herein determine. 
Give me leave to ſuggeſt the following 
queries, and then to reaſon upon them, 


I John iv. . Ver. 10. un Ver. 19. 
applying 


1 
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applying the whole to the matter in hand, 


The firſt query ſhall be this. 
Query I, Whether the Union band, is 


not the power of God, which unites all the 
different parts of the creation together, or 
cauſes them to hold or remain together, in 
the 


ppointed order: which fact the Pal 
211 proyes: Thou haſt eſtabliſhed the earth, 


and it abideth. J. hey continue this day ac- 


cording to thine ordinances . How, or by 
what laws the ſeveral — perform their 


motions, keep their due diſtances; or the 


ſeveral particles of matter cohere together, 
is yet unknown, otherwiſe, than 9 5 | 


by the power and wiſdom of God. 
know what is the Nexus, twixt pr 


of matter differently modified but what is 
the Nexus, bond or faſtening 'twixt one 


particle of a matter, and another of the ſame 
modification we know not; e. g. The diffe- 


rent particles in a ſtone, if ſeparated ; we 
ow not how to join together again as be- 


fore, nor what it was that held them in ſuch 


cloſe tact: This only the wiſdom and pow- 
er of God doth. And as we know not 
how this Union is effected, in the exam- 

les; ſo, neither can we know, how the 
Union between Chriſt and the believer is, 
or ſubſiſts, certainly; otherwiſe than by the 
light of revelation. And, as both the cre- 


| ation it ſelf, and the order in which it ſub- 


Pfalm exix. 90, 91. | 
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liſts, is attributed to the agency of the 
Spirit, P/al. civ. 30. Thou ſendeſt forth thy 


Spirit, they are created: and thou reneweſt 


the face of the earth. Job xxvi. 13. By Bis 
Spirit he hath garniſhed the heavens : So al- 


ſo, the work begun, and carried on in the 


ſoul of the believer, is attributed to the Spi- 


rit and power of God: whence he is ſaid, 


by ſome, to be the bond of Union on Chriſt's 

part, as has been attended unto before : but 
a ſuggeſtion, that 'tis the power of God which 
anſwers to the band, &c, however juſt, it may 


| appear, and full, as the ultimate 7970 ; yet 


it will remain, in a great meaſure, obſcure, | 
unleſs we can arrive at ſome nearer opera- 


tion, and effect of this power. Wherefore; 


as a ſecond ſtep is neceſſary; therefore, 1 


would enquire, 


zery II. Whether the divine Ni 
imparted (if that may be called a mean, &c.) 
is not the matter ſought; which, as it is an 
effect of the operation of divine power; ſo, 
alſo, it has the Lord Jeſus for the root of 


1 aun this grows and flouriſhes under the 


divine culture, being, in ſcripture phraſe, 
the good tree?, or branch, and brings forth | 
fruit abundantly, agreeable to the Metaphor, 
John xv. 1 and 5. I am the true vine, ye are 


the branches : he that abideth in me, ind Tin 


him, the ſame bringeth forth muth fruit: 


for without me ye can do nothing. 4 Py 


P Matth. vii. 17. 
F in, 
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in, our Lord Jeſus is eminently, the author 
and finiſher of our faith . He is the foun- 
tain, whence all living ſtreams flow! he is 
the root from whence vital ſap ariſes ; and 
both ſpirit, life, and nouriſhment, are pro- 
Pagated, 
Further, this raritnal | life, this divine prin- 
 ciple, ſeems proper to unite Chriſt, and the 
foul; has its riſe in him, and is infuſed into 


the perſon becoming-a true chriſtian, For, 
we are his (God's) workmanſhip, created in 


| Chriſt Feſus, unto good works", Poſſibly, 


Gen. 11.21, 22. containing the account of the 
formation of woman, from the rib of Adam, 
might be typical of the formation of the 
ſpouſe of Chriſt and every ſaved one; and 
then, both Adam's deduction, concerning her, 
ver. 23. This is now bone of my bones, and 
7 my fleſh; ſhe ſhall be called woman, 
becauſe ſhe was taken out of man; and the 
apoſtle's deduction, concerning the {ſpouſe 
of Chriſt, are equally juſt, and on the ſame 
foundation. The words of the apoſtle are 
theſe, we are members of his body, of his fleſh, 
and of his bones; which is a manifeſt allu- 
fion to that in Geneſis. Now, if we drop 
the letter of the text, as far as it may reſpect 
our having the ſame humane nature, 1t re- 
mains that our ſpiritual nature is derived 
from Chriſt, in like manner as Eve's body 
was from Adam, that is, by the power of 


4 Heb. xii. 2 Eph. ii. 10. Eph. v. 30. 
| 1 „ God: 
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God: and, for theſe reaſons, we ſhould 
cleave unto him. Chriſt is the believer's 


root, and, as ſuch, he is the believer's life: 


their ſpiritual life is hid with him *. Now, 
the root communicates all nouriſhment by ' 
the ſap; fo, in grafting, tis a communica- 
tion of ſap from the root that nouriſhes. 


The wild olive branches, broken off the 


wild ſtock, firſt, on their ingrafting into 
the good, receive infuſion of ſap; and then 
produce good fruit; and, by conſtant com- 
munication, they are upheld and ſupport- 


This ſpiritual life, infuſed into the ſoul, 


hath many things; given to excite it to ac- 
tion, to ſupport its vigour, and to cauſe it to 


grow and floyriſh ; and, alſo, to refreſh and 


ſolace it. And this grace, which is given to 


the head, without meaſure; in whom all full- 
neſs dwells e; is given to his members, in 
meaſure ; thro' the operation of the Spirit. 
Were it poſſible, that the principle of ſpi- 


ritual life in us, could be extinguiſhed ; or, 
that the communication between Chriſt and 


us, could be entirely cut off; all ſpiritual 
actions would as inſtantly ceaſe, as natural 
ones do, in an animal body, whoſe head is ſe- 


parated from it, or a- ſupply of ſpirits utter- 
ly impeded; or a withering would enſue, 


like unto what we ſee, in a branch, bro- 

ken from a tree, having no ſupply of juice. 
8 Col. iii. 3 4. 3.006 £49; 

| 25 Which 
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Which reaſoning may be confirm'd by our 
Lord's words, As the branch cannot bear 
Fruit of it ſe Y, except it abide in the dine $ 
1 more can ye, except ye abide in me, 
for, without me ye can do nothing . Should 
this be the caſe, both theſe enquiries might 
be join'd in ſubſtance; and the account 
would be thus, that in this Union, the pow- 
er of God is exerted ; in forming, implant- 
Ing, and upholding, or continuing the di- 
vine principle, as a Nexus, or mean of U- 
nion betwixt Chriſt and the believer : and 
this power always maintains the Union, 
when once made. But here may ariſe an 
objection, which is as follows. 
O57. If Chriſt be the root, and this Une 
ſuch as repreſented, ſuch immediate commu- 


nication ſeems neceſſarily to follow, that 


there don't need thoſe ſupplies, aids, Se. 

which the ſcripture ſo frequently mentions, 
as what the chriſtian ſtands 1 in need of, in or- 
der to his growth in grace, or bearing fruit 
unto holineſs; conſequently, ſuch manner 
of accounting for Union, or the mean there- 
of, cannot be right. 


Anſ: To this I would reply thus; Will 


not the fame objection lie againſt cither of 


the methods mentioned to account for Uni- 
on, or even Union it ſelf? Who, can ac- 


count for the ways of God, the methods 


that divine wiſdom has deſerib d, and made 


John x 4. 5. 1 0 5 > G7 
+ | neceſſary 
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neceſſary to ſuch ends or purpoſes ? If this 


be the way, and this the truth, a few diffi- 
culties will not overthrow it. The ſame 
objection might be raiſed againſt food, or reſt, 
being neceſſary, to the ſupport of the hu- 


mane nature of Chriſt before his crucifixion, 
it being united to the divine; yet we have 


abundant reaſon to conclude, they both were, 
from his hungring, thirſting, ſleeping, and 
at laſt dying; which is not eaſy to compre- 
hend, big. how that united to life, that 
united to the eſſence, the original of all life, 
could die: yet ſo it was; we are in poſ- 


ſeſſion of the fact. Should we have re- | 


courſe to that, from whence the metaphor 
is taken, the analogical reaſoning drawn, 


and try the force of the objection there, 


we ſhall find it deficient in weight or force. 
It we ſay, a branch having Union with a 
ſtock, conſequently, communion of ſap, 
needs no more in order to nounſhment, 

growth, produce of proper fruit in kind and 
quantity: experience immediately ſhews us 
our error, andinforms us that wind, rain, and 


fun have been, and {till are, neceſſary for ſuch 


ends. And ſo, the chriſtian finds, that all 
the means, God hath appointed, ' in order 


for growth of g grace, or his bearing fruit un- 


to holineſs, are neceſſary as ſuch. Again, 
The principle of lite imparted, ſcems to 
anſwer the term bond of Union, or band of 
Union, between Chriſt and the believer ; 
LET RR and 
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and tis by this increaſing, the ſoul is more 
conform'd to Jeſus, whilſt here. As the 

apoſtle, 2 Cor. iii. 18. But we all, with open 


face, beholding, as in a glaſs, the glory 0 
the Lord, are changed into the ſame _ 


from glory to glory, even, as by the Spirit of 
N the 2 And, the greateſt increaſe, growth, 
44 or flouriſhing ot / this principle, is the great- 
1 eſt likeneſs to Jeſus. And, if twould 
Tt admit of compariſon, in an agreeable ſimile, 
it denotes the ſtrongeſt Union with him; 
for, by it, as a branch, the largeſt in a tree, 
is torn from thence, with the greateſt diff 
culty; as being more ſtrongly united, not by 
having more parts in tact, only larger; like 
as we ſee in wood; the grain of the young 
2nd ſmall wood is ſmall : but, to diſmiſs 
the metaphor and proceed ; tho' there be 
a growing in grace, and in ſpiritual ſtature ; 
as from babes to young men, and to ſtrong 
men, and to fathers in Chriſt Jeſus? ; yet 
the Union of one, 1s as firm as that of the ö 
other. For eternal love was the cauſe of it 1 i 
almighty power effected it; and divine 
faithfulneſs, at all times, engages the exer- : 
tion of the ſame power, in its preſervation. | 
So that here, we may juſtly apply our S_ | 
comfortable words ; My ſheep hear my voice, . 
and I know them, and they Follow me. And, 
I give unto them eternal 5 fe; and they ſhall | 


1 I John ii. 12, 13. 1 Cor. ili. I. 1 Pet, ii. „ 
4 — 228. | 


Band, Mean, or Cement of Union. 39 
never periſh; neither ſhall any man pluck them 
out of 'my hand. 

Further, the divine principle imparted, 
ſeems to anſver the terms; mean, cement, 
and the term bond, when ſaid to be on 
Chriſt's part; and on ours. That is with 


proviſo the latter term may convey the idea 


deſign'd by the phraſe, The bond of Union 1s 
the Spirit on Chriſt's part, and faith on 


_ ours, It ſeems to anſwer to thoſe terms thus, 


as the divine principle imparted, is an ex- 
ertion of the divine power, diſcriminately 
for the good of the ſubject: Not an exerti- 


on of it indifferently, for the good of all, 


as his upholding all things; in which all 
his creatures are ſaid to be in him, and in 
ſome ſenſe, united to him; For, in him wwe 


live, and move, and have our being. For we, 


alſo, are his offi Spring *. This imparting the 
divine principle, is not an exertion of divine 
power thus indifferently ; but is an exertion 
of it diſcriminately, apprehending the ſub- 


Ject; and whereby the ſubject is reciprocal- 
ly diſpoſed to apprehend God in Chriſt, 
Chriſt as his; and allo to exerciſe the deri- 


ved principle and power for his glory; e- 
ven the greateſt good tis capable of attempt- 
ing, reſpecting God: and, as we fall ſhort of 
doing any good to him immediately, our 


goodneſs not extending to him; ſo, it 15 


to him mediately, by extending kindneſs, 
Acts xvii. 28. 
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a peculiar manner to the ſaints, the excel- 
lent in the earth *. As blood runs thro' the 
whole of the natural body, thereby nouriſh- 
ing, Sc. and is alſo part of it; flows from, 
and returns to the heart, in its circulation: 
fo grace flows from Chriſt out of his fulneſs, 
runs through each of the myſtical members 
of his body, and returns to him. Blood is 
called the life of the creature; and could it 
be ſeparated from the body, life would ceaſe: 
Could the communion, between Chriſt and 
a believer, intirely ceaſe, he would undergo 
a ſpiritual death; as is evident from that ſpiri- 
tual lethargy, which is often ſeen, when there 
is much ſuſpenſion ©; and which lethargick 
frame is only removed by a freſh ſupply of 
ſpirituallife, a freſhoperation of divine power. 
T ſhould now proceed to the deductions, from 
theſe things laid before you, concerning the 
time; but I ſee a ſecond W ank preſent 
it ſelf. 
Object. II. As this Union, is prior to any 
act of faith ; how can it comport with that 
ſcripture, He that beljeveth not the Son, ſhall 
not ſee life : but the wrath of God abideth 
on him? 
Anſfio. Theſe 80 obiedied;: 1 appre- 
hend, do not neceſſarily lead us to conclude, 
that he that doth not act faith on the Re- 
deemer, in the preſent moment, never ſhall; 


b Acts iv. 32 Pfal. xvi. 3. c © Pal. cxix. 25. 
4 ſohn iii. 36. ä | 


though 
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though they intimate, that the ſubject capable 
of faith, without both it, and its act, ſhall 
not ſee life. However, this we are aſſured 
of, 1 John v. 12. He f hath the Son, bath 
l fe. And Rom. viii. 1. There ts therefore 
now no condemnation 5 them which are in 
| Chriſt Jeſus : The latter end of the verſe is 
_ explanative of the former; and alſo deſcrip- 
tive of what is proper to ſuch perſons, or 
the evidence of ſuch a ſtate. And, I add, 

tho' this Union, by the imparting of the 
divine principle, is prior to any act of faith, 
yet ' tis inſtantaneous; and is, ſometimes, vi- 
ſibly perceiv'd to be ſucceeded immediately 
by an act of faith; as in the cafe of Lyaza, 

and the jaylor: but faith, and the act of it, 

may be alſo, tho' ſo far unobſerved, as not 
to be determinate to the happy ſubject, whe- 
ther it did act faith or no, at that ſeaſon ; 
yet, ſays the perſon, I hope I begun then to 
love Chriſt, Therefore, the text objected 
may be conſider'd, if proving any thing in the 
preſent caſe, as only proving, that as ſoon 
as the divine ſeed is implanted, tis, under 
the influence of the Spirit, deduced into act: 
wherever there is life, there is motion; tho 
it may be weak, or little more than breath- 
ing. As Lazarus ; when the lite-giving | 
word was gone forth, having receiv'd it, 
comes out of th tomb, bound hand and 
foot with grave 3 and his face cover- 


- with a napkin ; doubtleſs his motion to- 
G wards 
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wards our Lord, by reaſon of the impedi- 
ments, might be ! in fome meaſure irregular, 
yet he moves, and moves towards Chriſt, 
in obedience; fo doth the ſoul, having the 
divine principle implanted. Thus, alſo, as 
the Shunamte's fon diſcover'd life, by the 
warmneſs of the fleſh; neeſing; and open- 
ing of the eyes: ſo do:s this divine prin- 
ciple diſcover itſelf at certain opportunities 


evidently; in ſome more evident, and ſud- 
denly, than in others; but, we are aſſured, 


*tis a living principle, an active principle. 


And, 
As it is obſerv'd of the POR” living birth, 


that it uſually enters the world crying, an 
evident ſign of life; not ſleeping, which 


hath a ſemblance of death: ſo, alſo, that the 
new birth, or the implantation of the divine 
principle is attended in proper ſubjects, with 


crying, or breathing; like as we read 


of Saul the perſecutor, afterwards Paul 
the preacher, when Jeſus had diſcovered 
himſelf to him, he cries out, Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do and when his 


new birth was to be evidenced to men, 'tis 


ſaid, Behold he prayeth f. Let theſe things 
ſuffice, with regard to what 18 the mean, 


Se. Ahd wen, ' | 
zaly, As has been ode 1 ſhall now 


attempt, by juſt deduction, to ſhew the 
point of time when- this vital Union, in 


Akts ix. 6. 5 | # Ver. . 


conſe- 
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_ conſequence of waat has been term'd Elec- 
ion, and Repreſentative-Union, commences. 
I have before attempted to prove, that it had 
its riſe in time: how far the arguments 
were determinate, you are judges for your 
ſelves. And, as we have view'd various 
. ſentiments, let us now attend to what may 
fairly be deduced from them, towards ſet- 

tling the point under preſent conſideration. 
And, then, | 
The point of time, if this Union was 
effected by the Spirit, and he be the bond 
on Chriſt's part, was, when firſt the great 
and laſting change was wrought by his e ope- 
ration; when he pitched in them as a 
tent; and took up his reſidence in the ſoul, 
as in an habitation or temple: And the firſt 

act of faith, was the firſt demonſtration of 
this change ; and of the ſoul's uniting, 
cleaving to, and embracing Jeſus, in con- 
{ſequence of that operation, of almighty pPow-= 

er, which has been before mentioned. 

Again, if the bond of Union is, the mu- 
tual love of Chriſt and the believer, the 
point of time, when the Union commences, 
is the moment, in which - reciprocal love 
takes place. | 
Further, if it be the power of God, a8 
Was hinted, that anſwers to what is intend- 
ed by the band of Union, then the Union 
commences, when the divine power is em- 
ploy'd, in joining the ſoul to the Lord Je- 
. | ſus: : 
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ſus: but, if we join this power with the im- 


plantation of the divine principle, as ſuch 

implantation, and the matter implanted, are 
the effects of it; then the period of time 
is that, in which the ſoul, thro' this mighty 
operation, being broken from the old ſtock 
or olive, is grafted into Jeſus, the new ſtock, 
the good olive, and has inſtant communica- 


tion with him. The period of time is in the 
moment of this inciſion, ingrafting, or de- 
rivation of ſpiritual life into the ſoul ; even 


before tis deduced into action: and it can- 
not be prior to this, that the ſoul unites or 
engages her ſelf, in the act of recumbency, 
or that ſhe, by faith, takes poſſeſſion of 
Chriſt, as hers; ſhe firſt apprehends, or ra- 
ther 1s apprehended of Chriſt; incloſed in 
him, as the graft in the ſtock; and then 
ſhe devotes her ſelf to, or cloſes with him. 
So the ſpouſe recounts Cant. ii. 16. My be- 
loved is mine, and I am his. Now, 

Let me here offer two arguments, as a 


farther confirmation that this true, real, vital 


Union of perſons with the Lord Jeſus, is in 


time, and at the time of regeneration, I 
would not here be underſtood, from the 


copia of terms join'd to Union, to deſign 
that Election-Union, and Repreſentative-Uni- 


on, were not, as ſuch, true and real Union. 
This vital Union, as I have ſhewn, that it 


is different from E ien or Repreſentative- 


Union, &c. ſo alſo, it hath a different Epo- 


cha, 
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cha, or commencement. That it commen- 
ces at the time of regeneration ſeems evident 


from the effect, upon which I would ground 


my firſt argument. - For, 

_ 1}, As the united to Chriſt becomes inſtant- 
ly a living branch, a perſon ſpiritually alive; 
ſo is every regenerate foul ; that perſon that is 
regenerated, is a new creature, is ſpiritually 
alive. It may afford us ſome illuſtration, 
if we compare this Union, of which we 


treat, with that of foul and body ; ; the band 


of that, we know not ; but this we know, 
that, as ſoon as the ſoul is united to the 
body, there is a principle of life; and God 


had no ſooner breath'd the breath of life 


into Adam, but he became a living ſoul; 

and further we know, that, when the bond, 
between ſoul and body 1 is diflolved, death, 
the privation of life, immediately enſues. 
Is this the caſe of the natural Union of ſoul 
and body? is a principle of life, the imme- 
diate conſequence of it? And, can dead 


members be in Chriſt, a living head of 


influence? Are we not told, that unprofita- 
ble branches are broken off*; thoſe who 
are only in him by profeſſion, or lift | UP, as 


the Greet verb rendred tate away®, alſo ; 


ſignifies? And can we ſuppoſe this Union 
actual, to be with thoſe who are dead in 


treſp aſſes and fins? Were we actually uni- 


ted, before we had actual perſonal being ? 


g John xv. 2. h Alge. 
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46 Deductions concerning the point of Time: 


Does any ſuppoſe there was a Union ſub- 
ſiſting (otherwiſe than in purpoſe or de- 


cree) of the humane nature of our Lord, 


that, which ſuffer' d without the gates of 
Jeruſalem, and the ſecond perſon in the 
glorious Trinity, prior, to his aſſuming fleſh 
in the womb of the virgin Mary? But, 
leaving theſe enquiries, I paſs to the ſecond 8 
head of argument, to prove its commence- 
ment at the time of regeneration. 

2dly, The other argument ſhall be the 
united evidence of two texts of ſcripture; 
which, as they are eternal verities, will alſo, 
as I apprehend, determine this Union of 
which we treat, to be a Union that com- 


mences in time, and allo the time of its 


commencing. The firſt is that Rom. viii. 9. 
Now, if any man have not the Spirit of 
Chriſt, he is none of his. Theſe words 
are not expreſſive only, of what may be 
any man's apprehenſion of himſelf; or, the 


apprehenſion of others concerning him; ; 


but are declarative of a matter of fact; 


they are a determination upon a caſe. The 


apoſtle had, in the firſt verſe of the chap- 
ter, been ſpeaking of being in Chriſt, and 


the advantage of it (via.) that there was no 


condemnation to ſuch, and told us the viſi- 
ble effect, they walk not after the heſh, but 
after the Spirit : and ver. 4. he joins him- 
ſelf as one ſo walking: and in the former 


part * this 85 oof, he tells thoſe Romans, 
| : But 
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But ye are not in the fleſh, but in the ſpirit, 
if ſo be that the Spirit of God dwell in you : 
which words are as an anſwer to ſuch que- 
ries as they might ſtart, on what he had deli- 
ver'd in the 6, 7 and 8thwer/es. Tis obſervable, 
that, in the words to which we refer, the apo- 
ſtle does not take ſo much notice of what is 
the purpoſe, or deſign of God; as, of what 
is the difference of a regenerate, and natural 
perſon; the one, he expreſsly ſays, is in 
Chriſt, or is Chriſt's; and of the other, he 
7s none of his, Now, the meaning of theſe 
words cannot be, that every one, that has 
not now the Spirit of Chriſt, is none of 
God's choſen, or of Chriſt's redeemed ones; 
becauſe many, that have not the Spirit now, 
will have him hereafter ; and thereby evince 
they were both choſen, and redeemed: as ma- 
ny have done, ſince this ſcripture was written. 
Neither can this paſſage intend, that he that 
hath not the Spirit of Chriſt, is none of his 
by profeſſion, for many may be in Chriſt by 
profeſſion ; yea, doubtleſs, then were, and 
now are, that have not his Spirit. But the 
meaning of the words, is agreeable to the for- 
mer part of this, and the whole ſubſequent 
verſe, vi z. that he is no real memberof Chriſt's 
myſtical body, who hath not his ſpirit ; 
and, ſo underſtood, it ſerves to illuſtrate and 
explain the former part of the verſe; and 
this ſenſe is further confirm'd by the follow- 
ing verſe, Aud if Chriſt be in you, the body 
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behaviour. From theſe texts tis plain, that 
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7s dead, becauſe of fin ; but the ſpirit is ht ife, 


| becauſe of righteouſneſs. I look upon the 


words, Chri/t in them, they in Chrift, and 
Chrift's ſpirit being in them, as uſed in the 
verſes recited, to be equivalent terms, or of 


like import; and alſo, as fully proving the 


matter, for which they are brought. But, 


Yet, to this paſſage, Rom. viii. g. let me 


add another, that may further ſerve to ex- 
plain this, and to prove the point under 
conſideration ; we are told by the ſame au- 
thor, 2 Cor. 5. xvii. F any man be in N 
be is a new creature: old things are paſs'd 
away, behold, all things are become new : 
here the words poſitively affirm, that if any 
man be in Chriſt, be is a new creature. Now, 
by being in Chriſt, here can't be intended, 
barely being in him by the Father's choice, | 
nor by Chriſt's being his repreſentative- 
head: Nor, can it intend, his being in Chriſt 
by profeſſion only; for, many may be in 
Chriſt; ſome, in one of theſe ways; others, 
in another; and ſome in all, and yet are not 
new creatures; therefore, this muſt intend 
Union ; that grafting into Chriſt, of which 
we have been treating; that is no ſooner 
rform'd, with regard to the happy ſub- 


wy but this may juſtly be affirm'd, that 
the perſon is a new creature: _ But that ſuch 


a work has been perform'd, can only be 
manifeſted by the perſons declaration and 


| um 
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this vital, real, ſpiritual Union; and the 
im plantation of the divine principle, or form- 


ing of the new creature; are of equal datz — 
in all their ſubjects. | 


Tis now needful,; and as I have brought | 
what was propoſed to be treated 5 under a 
this head, to a cloſe; ſo, alſo, it ſeemsa - 1 
proper time, to add ſome general 11 which | 
are as follow. . 
Uſe I. From the difficulties that attend the hi 
doctrine of Union in general, and this part, }; 
concerning the band, mean, eement, in | | 
particular, let us learn not to paſs judgment it 
too haſtily, nor Pens gs concerning 1 
the ſentiments of others; alſo not to be 
dogmatical {gms our own : remem- | 
bring that inſtruction which faith, The /er- ” 


want of the Lord muſt not ftrive : but be 
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient; or 
| forbearing. It does not become the ſervants 
of the meek and lowly Jeſus, to ſtrive, 
when deſigning to inſtruct, with noiſe and 
clamour ; theſe things are conformable to 
the ſpirits of this world, who, in their con- 
teſts, eye not the glory of God, and the 
good of fouls, but conqueſt or prevaleney; 
that they may obtain the laurel from men. 
On the contrary, it ſhould be our great con- 
cern to approve our ſelves to God, "to whom 
all ſhould appeal; and before whom all muſt 
appear. For it is written, as I Obs ſaltb 
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General Uſes. 
the Lord, every knee ſhall how to me, and 


every tongue (hall confeſs to God. So then, 


every one of us ſhall give account of himſelf 
fo God *, We have no occaſion to fear, if 


we do not call them to account, or con- 
demn, or cenſure them ; that they, if er- 
ring will not be accountable, for God 18 


judge; and hs © eyes run to ant fro in the 
earth. Let us, therefore, not indulge a 


vain humour of judging others; as tho' we 


were already perfect, or had attain'd to ſome 


very ſuperior degree of knowledge; but, on 
the contrary, let us remember, that we are 


_ ſtill imperfect; that we have nought but 


what we have receiv'd: and may we ſeek. 
to obey that direction of the apoſtle, which 
faith, Sanctiſy the Lord in your hearts; and 


be ready always to give an anſwer to every 


man that aſketh you a reaſon of the bope that 
1 in you, with meekneſs and fear'. Such 


behaviour is agreeable to the divine mind; 


and, ſhould we be reproach'd by any with 
puſillanimity , in what we judge to be 


the cauſe of truth; let our ſtedfaſt adhe- 


"rence to thoſe truths we profeſs, and an 


agreeable walk, remove that occaſion of ſtum- 


bling out of the way. 


I would not, while leading to humble 


| nefs of mind, and a peaceable behaviour, be 
underſtood to ſuggeſt, that we are to be un- 


active in forming our W or propa- 


* Rom. xiv. 11, 12. 1 Pet. iii. 15. | 
_ gating. 
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| gating truth. No, we ſhould weigh, and 


try all doctrines and reaſonings of men; yea, 
of the beſt men; and let our aſſent, or paſ- 
ſing judgment, {till be according to the de- 
gree of evidence, or what they will weigh 


in the ballance of the ſanctuary, the word 
of God. The rule the apoſtle gave the 


Theſſalonians u, was this; Prove all things : 


hold faſt that which 1s good. The prophet 


Jſaiab adviſes thus; To the law, and to the 
teſtimony : i, they ſpeak not according to this 
word, it is becauſe there is no light in them®. 

This is the only certain, infallible rule, that 
God has graciouſly condeſcended to leave us 
fallible creatures, to form our judgments 
by. Hither then, let us have recourſe from 
time to time ; humbly imploring divine aid, 
as Elihu inſtructs, Job xxxiv. 32. 7. hat 
which T ſee not, teach thou me ; or as the 
P/almiſt both prays and pleads, Lead me in 
thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the 
God of my falvation, on thee do I watt all 
the day. When we can, in purſuit of the 
reſolution of difficulties, thra' grace, thus 
approach God, with humble dependence, 
and appropriating views ; we have great rea- 
{on to expect the promiſed, and ſufficient 
aſſiſtance; even the Spirit of truth, who, 
. when he is come, will guide us into all truth, 
EVEN as our Lord declared to his diſciples, 


1 Theſſ. v. 21. 2 Iſai. viii. 20. Pal. XV. Fo 
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32 General Uſes. 
that he ſhould guide them into all truth* ; 
he has now the ſame power, and is the fame 
Spirit of truth. O that he would, in every 
difficulty, guide our way; and not ſuffer 
us to turn aſide, either to the right-hand 
1 a 

Uje IT. As the things we 5510 attended, 
afford matter of inſtruction and caution; 'fo, 
from thence I would iay, let none dare too 
boldly, to aſſert their intereſt in the divine 
favour, or covenant- relation; till this Union 
is manifeſted, at leaſt, in their own ſouls : 
there can be no valuable evidence of either, 
even to themſelves, prior to this ; and others 
can only judge by the effect or product. Here- 
in our Lord has afforded us ample direction, 
and already determin'd the caſe, with re- 
ſpect to the rule of Judgment: Do men 
(faith he) gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
thiftles? Even fo, every good tree bringeth 
forth goed fruit: but a corrupt tree bring- 
eh forth evil fruit, A good tree cannot 
bring forth evil fruit; neither can a cor- 
rupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every | 
tree that bringeth rot forth good fruit, * 
hewen dewn, and caſt into the fire. Where- 
fore, by their fruits ye ſhall know them. In 
theſe words, our Lord informs us, what are 
the evidences to men; and that where the 
new creature 1s form d, a divine principle 
implanted, or grace imparted, ſuch fruits or 
[= Jun xvi. 13. _ Matth. vii. 16=—20. 
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effects are the conſequence, as will be de- 
monſtrative of it, in like manner as good 


fruit is of a good tree: and hereby, at the 
ſame time, our Lord deſtroys all hopes that 


might ariſe from a negatiye holineſs; or, if 


poſſible, a neutral ſtate; and hath aſſured 
us, we ſhall know falſe prophets by their 


fruits; and alſo, good trees and bad, or per- 
ſons renew'd, or unrenew'd. Tho' I think 


the task, with reſpect to perſons, is, many 


times, fat more difficult, than it is to di- 


ſtinguiſh between one tree and another, li- 
terally, when the fruit is upon each; but 
a waiting may produce proper maturity, and 
make the matter more eaſy, with reſpect to 
perſons, than it may be at the preſent. Agree- 
able hereunto are the words of the apoſtle 
James, in which he fixes the greateſt cer- 


tainty, that may be obtain'd by external 


evidence ; and excludes the vain and triflin 


boaſter of faith: Even /o faith, if it hat 


not works, is dead, being alone ©: i. e. being 


by it ſelf, or without proper fruits or effects. 
Faith is not in its nature an idle or ino 
tive grace; tho' ſometimes its acts m be 
in a great meaſure obſtructed or ſuſpehded. 
And, to the former words, he immediately 


adds, Yea, a man may ſay, Thou haſt faith, 
and I have works : ſhew me thy faith with- 
out thy works, and I will ſhew thee my faith 


ty my works *, And hereby he proves abun- 


2 Jam. ii. 17. Ver. 18. 
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3 General Uſes. 
dantly, that the operation of faith, in vari- 
ous actings, is far better proof of its being, 
than a bare declaration of it; in which we 

have only the veracity of the declarer to de- 
pend upon, I might add hereunto, the ex- 
preſs words of our Lord, I am the Vine, ye 
are the branches : He that abi deth in me, 
and I in him, the fame bringeth forth much 
fruit: and, as the next clauſe, without me 
ye can do nothing * „ Proveth, that without 
communication with Chriſt, there can be 
no produce of good fruit: ſo, the former 
proveth, that all who are united to Chriſt, 
really, as well as in profeſſion, will abound 
in a behaviour, that is ſuitable thereunto ; 
there will not only be one act or two; but, 
as opportunity 1s afforded, a variety. 

U/e III. Let none, on account of this 
doctrine, write hard things againſt them- 
ſelves, becauſe they do not yet experience 
this Union; ſuch as theſe; that they are 
rejected of God; and, that tis in vain to 
attend the means of grace: for, who hath 
ſearched the records above? or, who can 
diſcover that concerning himſelf, while his 
heart is diſpoſed to wait at wiſdom's gate, 
and there remains ſuch a gracious record? 
Bleſſed i is the man that heareth me, watch- 
ing daily at my gates, waiting at the poſts 
of my doors*, Certainly, Chriſt left that 
parable as an inſtruction, that ſovereign 


© John xv. 5. u Prov. viii. 34. 
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be 
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power and rich grace can call, diſpoſe 
us to go, and put us into the vineyard at 
the laſt hour ; in which we are told, that 
the Lord of the vineyard went out about 


the eleventh hour, and found others flanding 


ale, and faith. unto them, Why ftand ye here 
ll the day idle? J. hey ſay unto him, becauſe 
70 man bath hired us. He ſaith unto them, 
Go ye, alſo, mto the wineyard, and har 
ever is ri gbr, that ſhall ye receive. Tho 
ſovereign pleaſure hath reſerv'd its own pre- 
rogative, to give to whom, and how it plea- 
ſes; yet it hath alſo been graciouſly pleaſed, 
to exhibit various encouragements to the 
ſoul, to ſeek for mercy ; and, to them that 
ſeek aright, there is ground of * that 
* ſhall 1 


IV. I come now to the laſt thing pro- 
poſed in the beginning, (v:z.) to | 

Conſider the effects: or, how the ſaints 
ſupport in ſpiritual life, and enjoyment of 
future happineſs, are conſequent upon this 


Union, or connected with it. Which I 


hope to do ſatisfactorily, in what follows. 
Anden 

The happy effects, or glorious conſequen- 
ces of this Union, are together, and ſeveral- 


ly, ſuch, as at once declare the infinite 


wiſdom and goodneſs of the contriver; to- 
gether with the certain ſupport of ſpiritual 
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life, in every united ſoul, whilſt here; and 
the full enjoyment of all future happineſs. 
What remains now to be treated of under 
this head, may be called the Marrow of the 
text: and, I hope, under the direction and 
influence of the Spirit, will, in the conſi- 
dering, be as marrow and fatneſs to our 
ſouls. Something of what is to follow, has 
been hinted already, when treating of the 
Nature of this Union :, but, as then, I did 
but hint at theſe things, I ſhall now con- 
ſider them more largely; and ſhew, how it 
is, that the faints ſupport in ſpiritual life, 
and their enjoyment of future happineſs; ; 
are conſequent upon this Union: and theſe 
things will appear, from ſeveral effects of 
this Union, and ſome reaſonings upon them, 
ſupported by the evidence of the * 
tures. 
In conſidering of the inc Sc. I pur- 
| Poſe to follow that order, which appears to 
me, the moſt eaſy to conceive of them in ; 
and which, I apprehend, to be the natu- 
ral order alſo. And, thus, hoping for the 
divine aſſiſtance, I proceed to lay down, as 
the firſt effect of this Union, that, 
Effect I. As they are in him, members 
of his myſtical body; branches of him, 
the vine, ſprouts from that root; ſo they 
are thro' him, for his ſake, acquitted; juſti- 
fied; accepted; yea, beloved. But I ſhalt 
attend to theſe terms a little diſtinctly, and 
in ſucceſſion, 8 


Effect IJ. Conſequences of this Union. 67 
 1/, They are acquitted, thro' him, fot 
his fake, of whatever charges the law may 
lay unto them; or the adverſary, the accu- 
fer of the brethren, bting againſt them ; 
they are acquitted of them all : as being 
found united to Chriſt; the indictment is 
quaſh'd, and the book for ever cancell'd ;- 

. and the ſupreme judge; the offended party, 
the creditor deelares, therr fins and iniquities 

aul I remembe# no more. And, if he will 
remember them no more, wicked mens re- 
membring of them; Devils, the tempters 
to ſin, remembring of them; or the remem- 
brance of them, on an accuſing conſcience, 
will never procure damnation : hence the 

dleſſedneſs, the apoſtle recites from the 

_ Pſalmiſt, is evident and full; Bleſſed is the 
man, to whom the Lord will not 1mpute fin”. 
And, if this be the caſe, as certainly it is, 
of thoſe united to Chriſt; in vain does fin 
ariſe ; and Satan multiply charges ; for God, 
that changeth not, hath thus pronounced; 
and the declaration will always be the ſame, 

as the fame reaſon for it will ever ſubſiſt: 

thus their enjoyment of future happineſs 
cannot be impeded by any charge; yea, 
in the day of moſt ſolemn acquittal, their 
fins ſhall be cover'd from publick view z at 
leaſt, ſuch view as is judicial, and condem- 
natory : wherefore,- I apprehend, the P/a/- 
miſt joins forgiveneſs and covering of fin 

* Heb. x. 17, ? Rom. iv. 8. 
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together, when he faith, Bleſſed is he whoſe 


tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whoſe fin is cover- 


ed*, Agreeable hereunto, are theſe words 


concerning 1//ael, wi the prophet Feremiab; 


In thoſe days, and in that time, faith the 
Lord, the intquity of Tjrael ſhall be ſought 


or, and there ſhall be none; and the fins of 
Fudab, and they ſhall not be found: for, I 
7 pardon them whom I reſerve*, Which 
text is a plain intimdtion, that he will not 
call them up in judgment; for, their not 
being found is the ſame thing, as not to 
bring them in by way of accuſation againſt 
them; or not to enter into judgment with 
them, on the account of them. But yet, 
their acquittal is in a way of ſtrict juſtice; 
tho' *tis an act of wonderful mercy, and 
the effect of boundleſs love; and, therefore, 
they are alſo ſaid to be juſtified: thoſe 
who are in him are juſtified. Notwith- 
: ſtanding pardon is free to them, yet all 
the demands of the law, and thoſe of juſ- 
. tice are ſatisfied. Shall not the judge of all 


the earth do right”? He is the rock, his 


: work is perfect: for all his ways are judg- 
ment: a God of truth, and without iniquity, 
jut and right is he<. And on this baſis we 
proceed to the ſecond term. 


. 


2dh, Thoſe united to Chriſt are juſtified. 


| For, by him, all that believe are juſtified 


2 pðpfal. xxxii. 1. a Jer. I. 20. Gen. xviii. 25. 
Deut. XXX11. 4. 3 | 


: from 
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rom all things, from which ye could not be 
juſtified by the law of Moſes . And, in con- 
ſequence of their being united to him, which 
is evidenced by their believing in him, the 
apoſtle declares, there is, therefore, now no 
condemnation to them which are in Chriſt Fe- 
use. Juſtification is a forenſick term, and 

a judicial ſentence; whereby perſons are 
freed, or pronounced free, either from the 
charge exhibited, as not being made to ap- 
pear, or from puniſhment ſought for, and 
the judgment claim'd againſt them. 3 
That, thoſe that are united to Chriſt, were 
ſinners, great ſinners, yea, ſome of them Fe- 
ruſalem ſinners, is granted; but whether they 
ought perſonally to ſuffer, or juſtice will be 
injured, is the matter of diſpute. And infi- 
nite Love propoſed, and infinite Wiſdom 
found out a way, that he (God) might be 

juſt, and the juſtifier of him which believeth in 
Feſus*, Our fins are call'd debts, now ta- 
king of them in this pecuniary way, thoſe u- 
nited are as under coverts not anſwerable; 
their huſband muſt be ſued. Or, if we look 
on them as principals in the debt, they have 
a ſurety, who is ready to pay the debt: or, 

as relating to thoſe in this day, one who hath 

been arreſted by juſtice, has paid down the 
{um required already; and, in conſequence, 
they muſt be diſcharg'd, and honourably 


. Aces xiii, 39. © Rom. viii. 1. Rom. iii. 26. 
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abſolv'd from all action, or the cauſ e of it, | 


But, - 
Viewing the matter exhibited againſt 
"i thoſe united, to be of a _ nature, as 
I fin certainly is; and therefore, the ſoul that 
fins, is under an obligation to puniſhment, 
even death it ſelf, temporal and eternal: 
yet, as the gracious ſovereign has admitted 
of a ſubſtitute to make compenſation, for 
their fins; and, as that ſubſtitute has paid 
down the price of redemption ; ſuffer'd' the 
demerit due to their fins : which ſubſtitute, 
or ſurety, is their myſtical and repreſenta- 
tive head; and, as he is juſtified and diſ- 
charg'd'; ſo, ſurely, all his members muſt : 
in caſes capital, the abſolving of the head, 
is, conſequently, the abſolving all the mem- 
bers of the body natural: and, in the caſe 
before us, while the head remains not 
chargeable, the members muſt remain un- 
condemn'd ; and, while he is declared juſt- 
ly and honourably clear'd, having anſwer- 
ed all demands, doubtleſs the price paid 
down will, at all times, be pleaded by him 
in bar to judgment coming on them to con- 
| demnation, as 'twas paid down on their be- 
| half. Thus their manifold tranſgreſſions, 
| who are united to Jeſus, are not what will 
ſeclude them from the poſſeſſion of future 
happineſs. 
A variety of ſcriptures offer themſelves to 


confirm what has been hinted above. A few 
ä 43 8 of 
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of the many paſſages ſhall be attended un- 


to. Chriſt is unto thoſe united to him, as 


T Heb. xiii. 12. Zach. xii, 7, 


2 Husband. The apoſtle ſpeaking of the 
Lord's nouriſhing the church, adds, Me are 
members of his body, of his fleſh, js of his 
bones. For this cauſe ſhall a man leave his 
father and mother, and Hull be joined unto 
his wife, and they two ſhall be one fleſh. This 
7s 4 great myſtery ; but I ſpeak concerning 
Chrift and the Church*. And, as ſuch, he 
anſwers for her to all charges, "the law may 
bring againſt her, for condemnation : he fa- 
tisfies juſtice to the utmoſt farthing. Are their 
fins view'dasof a penal nature? their help is 
laid upon one that 1s mighty" ; God hath ex- 
alted one choſen out of the people ; one able 
and willing to bear, to do, and ſuffer all 
that the law, and divine juſtice requires for 
ſatisfaction, on their behalf; yea, once, in 
| the end of the world, hath he appeared, to 
put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf * : 
and the author to the Hebrews further ob- 
ſerves, referring by the ſacrifices under the 
law, that Teſus alſo, that be might ſantt1 
the people with bi — blood, ſuffered 5 
| the gate: Thus, making attonement for 
them. He ſuffered the demerit of their ſins, 
when the Lord of Hoſts called, Awake, O 
ſword, againſt my ſhepherd; and againſt the 
man that is my fellow": he ſuffer d, the juſt 


© Eph. v. 30—32. b Plal. Ixxxix. 19, # Heb. ix. 26. 
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for the unjuſt. The prophet, regarding his 
paſſion, faith, All we, like ſheep, have gone 
aſtray : we have turned every one to his own 
way, and the Lord hath laid on him the ini- 
query of us all u; or, as it is in the margin, he 
ath made the iniquity of us all to meet 
on him. And the Lord declares, by the 
mouth of the ſame prophet, that he h 
fee of the travel of his out, and ſhall be ſa- 
tisfied : by his knowledgg ſhall my righteous 
ſervant juſtify many: for he ſhall bear their 
zntguities®, i. e. the puniſhment due to their 
fins. And, as he ſtood in their ſtead, an- 
ſwered the demands of the law, he was 
Juſtiſied in the Spirit»; diſcharged as having 
paid the debt; and, at once proved himſelf 
to be the Meſſias, God-Man and Redeemer, 
As Peter calls upon the men of Mael to hear, 
faying, Jeſus of Nazareth, a man approved 
of God among you, by miracles, and wonders, 
and figns, which God did, by him, in the midſt 
of you; as ye your ſelves alſo know : Him, be- 
zng deliver'd, by the determinate counſel and 
fore-knowledge of God, ye have taken, and, 
wicked hands, have crucified and ſſain: 
Whom God hath raiſed up, having looſed the 
ains of death; becauſe it was not poſſible 
he ſhould be holden of it v. Conſidering the di- 
vine nature as united to the human, he roſe 
by his own power; as having perform'd the 
m Tſai. Iii. 6. Ver. 11. 1 Tim. ii. 16. 
Acts ii. 22— 24. 8 1 


condi- 
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condition of the covenant, with the Father's 


approbation; he roſe having fatisfied both law 
and juſtice ; as appear d by the ſentence of 


releaſe, from the righteous and ſovereign 


judge: which the apoſtle corroborates ; ſay- 


ing, who was delivered for our offences, and 


was raiſed again for our juſtification*®. And, 


as there is ſo near a relation betwixt him and 

his members, while he remains not charged, 
they will remain uncondemned. This ſeems 
to be holy Paul's triumph, Who is be that 
condemneth ? it is Chriſt that died; that paid 
the debt, that iuffered ; yea, rather, that 


7s riſen again, who is even at the right-hand 
of God; is acquitted, and declared to have 


made full payment, by his fitting down on 
the right-::and of the majeſty on high; ſo, 
Who fhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
eleft? it is God that juſtifieth*. And who 
will impeach his judgment ? who ſhall cauſe 
him to reverſe the ſentence? Chriſt hath 
aid, Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo; and, 
whatever charge is brought againſt them, 


he hath the price paid down to plead in 


bar to condemnation ; he ever lives to make 
interceſſion for theme; he is our advocate 
at the Father's right-hand, and the propiti- 
ation for our ſins ; did he give his life a ran- 
ſom for them? and will he not plead his ſuf- 
fering for them? will he not guard his mem. 

q Rom. iv. 25. r Kom. viii. 34. v Ver. 33. 
£ Heb. vii. 25. v John ii. 34. > 
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bers, and ſay to Satan accuſing them, as he 
did when he accuſed Foſhua ; The Lord re- 
buke thee, O Satan, even the Lord that hath 
choſen Feruſalem, rebuke thee : Ts not this a 
brand pluck'd out of the fire v? And 
Here our Lord's words ftand in * 
ſtrength, Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo ; 
if I am juſtified, ſo ſhall ye; if I am de- 
Clared to be the Son of God with power, * 
ſhall be declared the & of my Father * 
And as the former has been declared of 
Chriſt, who was made of the ſeed of David 
E accordin g to the fleſh, and declared, or de- 
termined, and manifeſted fully, 0 be the 
Son of God, with power, according to the 
Spirit of Holineſs, by the re bee from 
the dead : ſo God having thus own'd and 
evidenced Jeſus to be his 'Son, hath, al- 
ſo, been graciouſly pleaſed to order it, for his 
fake, and for the conſolation of all the mem- 
bers of his myſtical body, to be proclaim'd, 
as with ſound of trumpet, thus; Comfort ye, 
comfort ye my people, ſaith your God. Speak ye 
comfortably to Feruſalem ; according to the He- 
Breu idiom, to the heart, as that was look d 
upon as che ſeat of joy or ſorrow, and is deep- 
ly affected with grief: well, ſpeak to the af- 
flicted, the mourners, faith God; to thoſe 
vrhoſe eyes are ready to fail with looking 
tell them, or my church; cry unto her, 
x. 54 Her warfare is accompli iſhed, that ber 


* Zagh, iii. 2. * Matth. xxv. 34. 7 Rom. i. 3s 4+ 
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iniquity is pardon'd*. Is not this to be de- 
clared blefled indeed? and this, is all in and 


thro' Chriſt : ſince he lives who undettook 


the cauſe, was able to, pay the debt; had 
engag'd to ſatisfy ; and lives now, having 


paid, acquitted, and juſtified in all reſpects. 


And we are directed to look up to our re- 
conciled God: Oh how ſweet, refreſhing, 


invigorating and ſoul-enlarging are thoſe 


words, put into our mouths and command- 


ed to be publiſh'd ; Behold your God! how” 


delighting are they to every member of his 
myſtical body ; eſpecially when attended to, 
and when faith, humbly claiming an intereſt 
in him, has her eye fix'd upon him. Theſe 


words were to be publiſh'd aloud, Lift up. 


thy voice with ftrength*: And, I apprehend, 


that to view him as their creator, ſovereign 


and judge, is not the primary, or ultimate 
intention of the words; neither does it ap- 


pear agreeable to conceive, that they are 


call'd upon, in this peculiar manner, to con- 
ſider God abſolutely ; but rather, it is to 
behold him as their reconciled God, their 


friend, their God in covenant; yea, he 
who is God our Father, the Father of our 
| Lord Feſus Chriſt; who hath bleſſed us with 
all ſhiritual bleſſings in heavenly places, in 
ke Feſus 255 „ 

" FE 


a, let me fay alſo, as in him, united 


to him, being members of his myſtical bo- 
* Ii, A. 1, 2. yer. 9. » Eph. i. 2, 3. 
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dy, deriving ſap and nouriſhment from-him, 


having entred the conjugal relation with 


him; fo they are juſtified, in claiming the 


robe of his righteouſneſs, as theirs; he hath 


put it on them; which is a robe not only 
pure and ſpotleſs, but. wiſely fitted to cover 
all, yea, the moſt minute member of his 
body ; the moſt mean, and, in ſelf-view, 


the moſt worthleſs : and 6 as carefully 


thrown over them. The head takes care of 
all ; and every member may juſtly claim a 


\ ſhare in his favour : but Jeſus is ever mind- 


ful; and he is ready, with the. robe, alſo 
to deck with all divine ornaments, agrecable 
to the great love he maniteſted to Feruſalem ; "Y 
m words that may be applicable here: *Z 
clothed thee alſo with broidered work, and ſhod 


tber with badgers ſkin, and I girded thee a- 


bout with fine linnen, and covered thee with 
folk : I decked thee alſo with ornaments, and 


F put bracelets upon thine hands. and a chain 


on thy neck. And I put a Jewel on thy fore- 


head, and ear-rings in thine ears, and a beau- 


tiful crown upon thine head. Thus waſt thou 
- decked with gold and ſilver, and thy raiment 


was of fine Imnen, and filk, and broidered 
work ;---- And thy renown went forth among 
the heathen for thy beauty: for it was per- 


feet thro' my comelineſs which I had put up- 


on thee, ſaith the Lord God. Tho' theſe 


Words, delivered by the prophet, did imme 


Exek. XVI. 10— 14. 
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diately refer to the Fewiſh church; yet, 
they ſeem ſuited to a farther and ſpiritual 
view: as the Jewiſh church was, in many 
things, a type of the goſpel church. | 
And, I would yet add, that as they may 
claim this robe of righteouſneſs, being uni- 
ted to him, he having diligentiy, and pain- 
fully wrought it out for them, and gene- 
rouſly and freely put it on them; ſo, alſo, 
are they juſtified, in claiming with it, their 
title to the heavenly inheritance thro him: 
for he obey'd, he fulfill'd the law, he died, 
and he perform'd all the conditions of the 
covenant of works in our ſtead; according 
to the ſtipulation of the covenant of grace, 
reſpecting us; and thereby, thro' the dignity 
of his perſon, being God-Man, he hath 
obtain'd eternal redemption for use; not on- 
ly from the guilt contracted by our fin, 
which rendred us obnoxious to the divine 
wrath, and brought us under an obligation 
to puniſhment temporal and eternal; but, 
he hath obtain'd for us redemption alſo from 
our captive ſtate, and made way for the 
removal of all obſtructions ; Slotting out the 1 
hand-writing of ordinances that was againſt © | 
"us, which was contrary to us, and took it out 
7 the way, nailing it to bis croſs: And 
having ſpoil d principalities and powers, he 
made a ſhew of them openly, triumphing over. 
themin ita. Now, if he has removedthe curſe 
© Heb. ix. 12. nw m7 
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by being made a curſe for use, and having 
fulfill'd the law, magnified it, and made it 
honourable ; what hinders but that we ſhall 
with him ſhare the heavenly inheritance ? 
Shall our unworthineſs prevent it? let us 


remember, he has merit enough; and, 


if we are united to him, we have full free: 
dom of acceſs, to lay our claim to it: ſhall 
our enemies hinder us? to our unſpeakable 
comfort, he has trampled em down under 
his feet; and the redemption is eternal and 
compleat: yea, ſurely, as head and repre- 
fentative, he hath made peace, and did it, 
not only for the children then in being, or 


brought forth ; but as a tender, prudent 


parent, many times makes proviſion for thoſe 


that are yet unborn ; fo Jeſus, Pas being 
made thro the blood of his croſs *, Having 


aboliſhed in his fleſh the enmity, even | the law 
of commandments, contain'd in ordinances, 
broke down the bar of ſeparation betwixt 
Few and Gentile. © And came and preach'd 
peace to you which were afar off, and to theni 
that were nigh"; and, in con ſequence of this 
peace, thro the blood of Chriſt, the heirs 
of eternal life have a . 8 to the promiſed 


inheritance.” And, 


1 


Here I may add and improve bis prayer, 
fohn xvii. 20. Neither pray I for theſe alone, 


but for them a 200% which ſhall believe on me 


© Gal. iii. 1. „„ 5 5 Eph. i I, 415. 
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thro' their word. The peace, that he made, 
by doing and ſuffering, is of equal extent 
With this prayer; and will aſſuredly be ex- 
tended to all ' thoſe that are united to him, 
or that believe on him. Let me now diſ- 
miſs this, and proceed to the Ty 
34. Term accepted; thoſe united to him, 
as branches to a vine, deriving nouriſhment 
from him, are in him accepted: his name 
1s called upon them ; he owns them as his 
offspring; they are numbred among the 
faints thro' him; and this Union with him, 
M whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named i. God takes us as ſons, for, 


and thro' him: To the praiſe of the glory of 


his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted 


m the beloved. *Tis impoſſible, that any 
| ſoul ſhould be united to Chriſt, thro! the 
Spirit, in grace and love, and yet, not be 

acceptable to the father of mercies: and 

then, having taken them as ſons, accepted 
in the beloved; as an evidence and privilege 
thereof, he gives them childrens portions, 
which are already prepared; and to ſuch 
ſouls, have been, are now, and will, thro” 
eternity, be handing out. Bleſſed be the 

God and father of our Lord Fefus Chriſt, 

who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſmgs, 


in heavenly places in Chriſt *. 


As perſonally new creatures, we ſtand / 
accepted in the fight of God; and while he 
LT .. 9 
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is ſaying, to the wicked and rebellious, 
What haſt thou to do to declare my ſtatutes, 
or that thou ſhould'ſi take my covenant in thy 
mouth * ? he is ſaying, concerning theſe, 

Gather my ſaints together unto me ; thoſe that 
have bc e a covenant with me by facrafice \. 

And again, Their burnt offerings and ſacri- 
fices ſhall be accepted upon mine altar u. Not 
only our perſons, but our ſervices, if there 


be this vital, conjugal Union between Chriſt 


and our ſouls, are accepted thro' him, and 
for his fake: and, when this is the caſe, 
how can any thing leſs than ſupport in ſpi⸗ 
ritual life, whilſt here; and the enjoyment 
of future happineſs, be the ee ot. 
it? Again, 

This Union, known, 5 felt and experien- 
ced, gives the foul a boldneſs to go to God; 
opens the door of acceſs to him, as Chriſt 
is the way of acceptance, in whom we. have 
boldneſs and acceſs with confidence, by the 


faith of him ; and the more lively our faith 


is, when ſecking divine favours, the more 
certain we are, that we aſk. things agrega- 


ble to the divine mind; and the greater is 
our confidence, that our requeſts ſhall be 


granted. Shall the requeſts of ſuch, made 
in faith, be granted? Have they boldneſs 


and acceſs with holy confidence in their 


1 that they ſhall be ſupplied? and, can 
uls, that — taſted the goodneſs £0 the 


* Pal. I. 16. I Ver. 5. m Iſai. Ivi, Th? Eph. iii. 12. 
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Lord, aſk leſs than ſupport in ſpiritual life, 
than communion and fellowſhip ? can their 
defire be ſatisfied with, or, can they aſk leſs 
than ability to live to his glory whilſt here, 
and, afterwards, a reception to the manſi- 
ons of glory, to be for ever worth the Lordo? 
Surely, no; they cannot, when in their 
proper frame, The apoſtle John viewing 
the privilege of ſonſhip, with the nature 
and behaviour of ſuch, obſerves, that zf 
our heart condemn us not, then have we con- "i 
fidence towards God. And whatſoever wwe 
aſh, we receive of him, becauſe we keep his | 
commandments, and 2 thoſe things that are | 
pleaſing in his i 5 git v. The ſcriptures abound 1 
with encouragements and aſſurances, that 
thoſe, who are in Chriſt, believe on him, 
have annexed thereunto all needful ſupport, 
for ſpiritual life here; and the certain en- 
joyment of happineſs hereafter : ſome of 
| theſe we attended to in the terms above. 1 
. ſhall add, That, as they are in him, mem- 
bers of his myſtical body ; branches of the 
true vine, ſprouts from him the root: ſo, 
they are not only acquitted, juſtified and 
accepted; but alſo allow'd to come with 
boldneſs to the throne of grace, thro' him, 
and for his fake. And 5 
4thly, They are beloved by the Father. 
As he hath loved the root, and continues ſo to 
do, and hath pronounced that good ; ſo, he 


* x Thefl. iv. 17, 1 fehl ut. 21, 22- | | 
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loves the branches, and will pronounce them, 


as growing on the ſtock, 
confuſion of all their enemies. 
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As he loves 


the head, he alſo loves the members: : tho” 


many, 


dring and amaz'd, 


them ; y 


among them, ſeeing many deformi- 
ties and blemiſhes in themſelves, are won- 
that God ſhould love 
et, thus he does. And, as Chriſt 
has called them fair, ſo the F hes reſp ets 


them in him: and, -as ſuch, Chriſt wil aſ- 
ſuredly preſent them at the laſt day, with- 


out ſpot, or 


wrinkle, 


or any ſuch thing *. 


As the Father loves the holy child Feſus *, 


ſo he loves his children. "Tis pa 


rt of our 


Lord's mediatory prayer, that his love may 
that the world may know, 


be manifeſted ; 
faith our Lord, that thou haſt 


ſent me, PS . 


baſe loved them, as thou baſt loved me. 


As Chriſt is the object of his F ather's 


higheſt love: ſo the children are beloved 


for his fake. 


reſolve of heaven: 


This is the purpoſe, this, the 
I will make him my firſt 


born, higher than the kings of the earth. 
My mercy «will I keep for him for evermore,. 


and my covenant ſhall ſtand faſt with bim. 


His ſeed, alfo, will T make to endure for 


ever ®. 


The covenant with the ſon, and 
the love expreſs'd towards him, have te- 


ſpect alſo to his ſeed; and, as ſuch, to every 


member of his myſtical boch. 


r Eph. v. 17. Acts iv. 27. 


8 Paal. Ixxxix. 27, 28, 2 


And if this 
t John xvii. 23. 


| love, 


good alſo, to the 
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Love, in, for, and through the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, is unalterable; and cannot be re- 


moved by all the powers of earth and hell; 
ſurely then, ſupport in ſpiritual life, and en- 


joyment of future happineſs, are conſequent 


upon it. That this Love cannot be removed 
from thoſe united to Chriſt, is what the 


apoſtle glories in; and braves the force of 
all our enemies with; I am perſuaded, faith 


he, that neither death, nor life; nor Angels, 


nor principalities, nor powers,---nor any other 
creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 


love of God; which is in Chriſt Teſus our Lord v. 
for his fake; laid up in him, maniteſted thro 


him. | | 
If God lay the Son of his love in his 
boſom, there muſt the children lie alfo : 


for, they are near to him; ffeſb of bis fleſh, 


bone of his bone : his will is thus expreſſed 


to his Father; I will that they alſo whom 


thou haſt given me, be with me where I a 


that they may behold my Glory. I in them, 


and thou in me, that they may be made per- 
fect in one. Oh! amazing love! wonder- 


ful dignity! Behold, what manner of love 
the Father hath bejtow'd upon us, that we 


ſhould be called the ſons of God.---- Beloved, 


now are we the fons of God, and it doth not © 
yet appear what we ſhall be: but, ws know, 


that when he (Chriſt) ſhall appear, we ſhall 


Rom. viii. 38, 39. * John xvii. 24, 23. 
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be like him; for wwe ſhall ſee him as he is v. 
Oh |! dazling glory! things beyond our ut- 
moſt ſtretch of thought! We may, ſome- 
times, happily loſe our ſelves in the pleaſing 
idea; but we ſhall find it far beyond our 
conception ; and, not unlike to the apoſtle's 
caſe,. who, being caught up into baradiſe, 
heard un /peakable words, which it is not 
lawful, or poſſible for a man to utter *. 
Our power of conce tion doth, by far, ex- 
ceed our ability of expreſſion; ; but this 
opening proſpect or ſcene of divine love, 
rich, royal favours, thro” Chriſt, vaſtly ex- 
ceed both: of which bleſſedneſs, all thoſe 
that are united to Chriſt, have already par- 
took, in a meaſure; and are intereſted in, 
unto the full. Such perſons, the peace of 
God, which paſſeth all underſtanding, ſhall 
keep their hearts and minds, thro Chriſt Fe- 


us . Thele happy ones, ſhall, according 


to the apoſtle's prayer, know the love of 
Chri bach paſſeth knowledge *, in order 
to their being fled with all the fullneſs of God. 
Oh; how great the favour ! how exceeding 


rich the priviledge ! God loved them, as 


the objects of his choice; and, in the fore- 
view of this Union, antecedent to it; and 
out of that love, he gave them to Chriſt to 
redeem: God commendeth his love towards 
xs, faith the 418 in that while we were 


RI yet 
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yet ſinners, Chriſt died for use. He gave 
them into his hand, that he ſhould ſeek 
them, unite them to himſelf, keep them, 
and bring them to glory; and, upon his 
undertaking the great work, promiſed to 
hold his hand, to ſtrengthen him, to ſub. 


due his enemies, and highly to exalt him. 


Theſe things, the following ſcriptures abun- 
dantly teſtify. I have found David, my 
ſervant : with my holy oil have 1 anointed 

him. With whom my hand ſhall be eſtabliſb d: 
mine arm alſo ſhall ſtrengtben him. The ene- 

my ſhall not exact upon him; nor the ſon of 
wickedneſs affiiet him. And I will beat down 
his foes before his face, and plague them 
that hate him. But my faithfulneſs, and 

my mercy fhall be with him: and, in my 
name, ſhall his horn be exalted. I will ſet 
his hand alſo in the ſea, and his right-hand 
in the rivers. He ſhall cry unto me, Thou 
art my father, my God, and the rock of my 


| fabovation. Alſo, I will make him my firſt- 


born, higher than the kings of the earth. 


And the prophet 7/azah hath introduced 
God the Father and the Son covenanting ; or, 


the Father promiſing a reward to his righ- 
teous ſervant, Chap. xlix. 3. Chriſt, ſpeaking 
of the Father, faith, And he Jaid unto me, 
Thou art my ſervant, O Tjrael, in whom J 


will be glorified. Declares what he anſwer⸗ 


ed, Then 1 ſaid, I have laboured in vain, 


© Rom. v. 8. * Pſal. Ixxxix. 20—27- 
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LT have ſpent my: flrength for nought, and in 


vain, yet ſurely my judgment is with the 
Lord, and my work with my God. After- 


wards God the Father faith, In an acceptable 


time have T heard thee, and in a day of ſalua- 
tion have I helped thee : And T will preſerve 
thee, and give thee, for a covenant of the 


| people, to eſtabliſh the earth, to cauſe to inhe- 


rit the deſolate heritages ; that thou mayſt ſay 


fo the priſoners, Go forth ; to them that are 


in darkneſs, Shew your > ſelves : Hey ſhall feed 


in the ways, and their paſtures ſhall be in all 


high places. They ſhall not hunger nor thirſt ; 
neither ſhall the heat, nor fun ſmite them: 


for he that hath mercy on them, ſhall lead them, 


even by the e Prins 5 of water ſhall he gui de 


them. And, IT will make all my mountains 


. @ way, and my high-ways ſhall be exalted. 
Behold, theſe ſhall come from far : and, lo, 


theſe from the North and from the Weſt, and 
theſe from the land of Sinim. And thele 
paſſages do allo verify what we have been 
attempting to prove or ſhew (g.) that 
thoſe united to Chriſt, ſhall receive ſupport 

in ſpiritual life, and enjoy eternal happineſs. 
This ſupport and enjoyment are conſequent 

on Union, or connected with it: And, 
therefore, even in theſe views of their be- 
ing in him; for his fake acquitted, juſtifi- 
ed, accepted, yea, beloved, Chriſt mo lay, 
Becauſt I live, ye ſhall live alfo. 


d Ifai. Xlix. 4, 8—12. 


It 
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It may be ſaid, for the conſolation f 
Chriſt's people, God's own dear children, 
that, as ſure as Chriſt lives, they ſhall liue 
alſo. In theſe views mentioned, it will be 
no injury to our text, ſhould we enlarge and 
diverſify it; and, ſuppoſe our Lord to ins 
tend in theſe words, as much as tho? he 
had expreſs'd himjelf thus, As I live ac, 
| quitted, fo ſhall ye; as I live juſtified, fo 
ſhall ye live juſtified ; as I live accepted, ſo 
ſhall ye; as I live beloved, fo ſhall ye. 
Or, as ſpeaking in the words to every faint 
now on earth, tho' mourning or deſpiſed ; 
thus, As I live in my father's embraces, {ſq 

ſhall ye; and as I live honour'd and exalt- 
| ed, ſo ſhall ye. We ſee Feſus, who was 
made a _ tra than a7 _—_— 2 wa 165 
uffering of death, crowned with glory and 
1 . „ as he hath jon . e. 
member of his , waſhed them from their 
is in his own blood, made them kings and 
prieſts unto God, and his Father; to offer 
up ſpiritual ſacrifices here; fo ſurely they _ 
| ſhall reign with him hereafter. Where 
would theſe members be ? where does the 
faint, in his right frame, wait, hope and 
defire to be? The great apoſtle, ſurely, 
{poke the ſentiment of the whole, at ſuch 
a ſeaſon, when he ſaid, & having à defire to 
depart, and to be with Chrift, Where will 
the head have the members to be, through 
| © Heb. ii. 9. f Rey. i. 5, 6. 8 Phil. 1. 23 
7% YT 1 
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long eternity? ſurely with himſelf; this is 
his will, this his requeſt; Father, I will that 
they alſo, whom thou haſt given me, be with 
me where I am, None but thoſe are united 
to him; and, for them, there are, in his 
Father's houſe, many manſions- He is gone 
before to prepare a place for them; and a 
ſure as he is gone, aſcended above, / ſurely 
will he return; gather all his ſaints toge- 
ther; take them to himſelf; and they ſhall' 
reign with him for ever. I cloſe my argu- 
ment with the apoſtle's declaration or con- 
cluſion, who viewing Adam as a federal head 
to all his natural ſeed, and Chriſt the fœderal 
head of his people, and let me add of this 
ſeed, or the root from whence theſe branch- 
es grow, faith, * Therefore, as by the offence 
of one, Fudgment came upon all men to con- 
demnation: even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, 
the free gift came upon all men, unto juſtifi- 
cation of ſife : and, moſt certainly, this is 
the caſe, (with regard to thoſe members of 
his myſtical body, thoſe branches in him the 
vine, thoſe united, as we have before ſhewn. 
Thus ſupport in ſpiritual life, and enjoy- 
ment of future happineſs, are conſequent 
upon this Union with Chriſt ; and are aſ- 
certain'd'as a neceſſary effect. Let the hap- 
py ſubjects proſtrate themſelves before the 
God of grace and mercy, that had pity on 
them in their low eſtate; and, with hearty 


h Rom. v. 18, = 
_ raiſed 
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raiſed in thankfulneſs, aſcribe all their hopes 
to his boundleſs, and undeſerved grace; ma- 
nifeſted thro Chriſt, by the 0 2 of 

the Holy Spirit. But, * I . 
ceed now to conſider 

Effect II. Another effect or fruit of chis 
Union: which will further ſhew us, how 
the ſaints ſupport in ſpiritual life, and en- 
joyment of future happineſs, are conſequent 
on their Union with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Where this Union is, there is a communica- 
tion of ſpiritual ſtrength, or ſupplies ſuitable 


to the wants of the united; ſuch as capacitates 


= the Joul, in the uſe of means, under the Spi- 


rit's influence, to bring forth fruit unto holi- 


neſs: agreeable to the change of ſtate and 


relation, are the ſubſequent fruits. Now, 
if ye are made free from fin, and become 
ſervants to God; as is certainly the caſe of 
the united, of whom we treat; ye have your 
fruit unto holineſs, and the end everlaſting 


lie. For the wages of ſin is death; but the 


git of Ged is eternal life, thro Fefiu Chriſt 
our Lord. Are they in Chriſt? is the gift 
eternal life thro him? and, ſhall they ſhare 
in that happineſs? Is that life begun here 
in grace, by vital Union with Chriſt, and 
ſhall it not be maintain'd, till it is conſum- 
mate in glory? The gifts of God are with- 


out repentance. 


, Rom. vi. 22, 23. 


There 
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There is always conſtant communication 
between Chriſt and the believer, the ſoul 
thus united to him: tho' there may be vari- 


ous degrees of ſupply, according to the 


place the member hath in the body. * But 


nom hath God ſet the members, every one of 
: Fhem in the body, as it hath pleaſed him, As 
the place in the. body, fo alſo the meaſure 
of ſtrength afforded to it; the degree of 
communication is always according to the 
ſovereign pleaſure of the wiſe diſpenſer of 


all mercies. Now ye are the body of Chriſt, 


and members in particular. And God hath 
et ſome in the church, firſt apoſtles, ſecon- 


darily prophets, thi rdly teachers, after 
that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, 


governments, diverfities of tongues, Are 
all apoftles? Are all prophets * Are all 
teachers ? Are all workers of miracles? Have 
all the gifts of healing? Do all ſpeak with 


fongues ? Do all interpret? Nevertheleſs, 
the members are all members: tho' they 
have not all the like gifts, or do not enjoy 
the more honourable places in the body, {: 


neither need, nor have the ſame degree of 


ſupply ; yet each hath a ſupply, and that 
from time to time, as well as the other mem- 


bers. 


Vital Union and communion are inſepa- 


rable between Chriſt and the believer: where 
the one is, there 1 is the other ; without Uni- 


4p Cor. xii. 12 1 r Cor. ii. e 


—B B 0G22 SAGE ch Aw es cm an n * 
2 r % 4 Degrees 


4 — n 
. · A IT POT Trays > ens v 
. 


F 
3 


| 
Ly 


Effect Il. Conſequences o Mus Union. 84 


on, there is no communion; and where 


communion is, there is Union. As in the 
natural vine, if the communication of the 
branches with the root was ſtopt, the branch- 


es, or any one of them, notwithſtanding their 

Union, or conjunction with the ſtock, would 
be fruitleſs, wither and die. So there is an 
analogy in the ſpiritual vine, or the Union 


between Chriſt and the ſoul, as he is pleaſed 


to repreſent under the metaphor of a vine and 
branches: As the branch cannot, ſaith our 


Lord, bear fruit of it jelf, except it avide in 


' the vine: no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 
Jam the vine, ye are the branches: He that 


abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame bring- 


eth forth much fruit, In theſe words our 


Lord teaches, how it is that they bring forth 
fruit, not only by being in him, join'd to 
him, fimply conſider'd, but by his being in 
them alſo ; importing, not only Union, but 


communion, in tie very mode of expreſſion, 


and abundantly in the metaphor : for every 
one that has but a ſmall knowledge of ve- 
gitation, knows the need of the communi- 


cation of ſap. And ſtill, a ſtronger evi- 
dence of communion, are his words, ,- 


out me ye can do nothing, i. e. without Union 
with me, there is no communion, ſevered 
from me ye can do nothing, And, were it 


. poſſible to continue always in a ſtate of Uni- 


on, without communion, they never would 
n John un 4 eu © 2 Vere, | 
M do 


my 
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do any thing agreeable, bear fruit, &c. 


Whenever the 5 bears fruit, we Ar | 


he hath Union and communion with Chriſt : 
who knows or feels it, as he once ſaid con- 
cerning the poor woman who touched him, 


© that virtue had gone out of him. 


We have a notable inſtance of our need 
of conſtant ſupply, and evidence that we 


are at all times dependent ; and, that all 


our ſprings of ſpiritual life and motion, are 
In, and derived from Chriſt, in the caſe of 
Peter. After our Lord had been comfort- 
ing his diſciples, inſtituting his ſupper, de- 
claring his great regards for them, he imme- 
diately acquaints them of his prayer, and 
particularly addreſſes himſelf to Peter; ſay- 
ing, * Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath de- 


fired to have you, that he mi ght fift you as 


wheat : but T have prayed for thee, that thy 
faith fail not; and when thou art converted, 
ſtrengthen thy brethren. Peter no ſooner 
apprehends, that he ſpake of the trial that 
would ariſe thro' his ſufferings, and the ad- 
vantage the enemy would labour to make 
of it; but he, as one full of love and zeal, 


immediately anſwers ; Lord, I am ready to 


go with thee both into priſon, and to death. 


But our Lord, who knew. an additional 
ſupply of virtue from himſelf, would be 


wanting in that trying ſeaſon; and what 


ſupply would be handed forth, faith, Peter, 


„ Mark v. 30, 32. Luke xxii. 31, 32, 33, 34- 
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T ell thee, the cock ball not crodo this day, before 
that thou ſhalt thrice deny that thou knoweſt 


me. Sad news indeed! to one that had been 


ſupping with his Lord, had, doubtleſs, found 
his ſoul much refreſhed. And, therefore, 


mentioned reſolution ; and agreeable here- 


unto, draws forth the ſword, when his Lord 
was apprehended, offends his foes, cuts off 


 Malchus's ear; neither did he withdraw, or 
return it to its place, until he receiv'd his 


Lord's orders 2: But, alas, this warmth of 

zeal in Peter, this flow of affection, would 
be born down, unleſs there was a freſh and 
large ſupply, ſuitable to the preſſure of the 
affliction or trial. This fire of love, that 
flam'd ſo high, would ſoon. exhauſt it ſelf 
in ſuch manner, as only to be cover'd in 
its own embers; unleſs there were admi- 
niſtred, not only objective fuel, but inward 
ſupply; not only the love of Chriſt viſible, but 
grace imparted were needful, to lead out the 
ſoul in a proper manner, toward the object. 
He view'd the Saviour, the mighty ane, ſtand 
firm amidſt all his ſufferings; proſecuting, 
with inimitable conſtancy and ardor, the 
great deſign, in the work of redemption. 
But, notwithſtanding this, the laſt ſupply re- 


P John xviii. 10, 11. 
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ceiv'd tho” in a large degree, being exhauſt. 
ed, with regard to its nouriſhment, of the 
vigour produc” d; Peter looks on, and 
looks 1n vain, or worſe; his courage riſes not ; 

kis love doth not now enflame his zeal ; the 
mournful ſcene ſinks his reſolution, and 


Calls up his fear to provide for himſelf. And 
now, the hero thus far left, gives manifeſt 


evidence, of his then cowardice of ſoul ; 
the fleſh was weak, the temptation ſtrong, 
and, therefore, when a maid charges him, 
earneſtly looking upon him, with being one 
of thoſe that were with Jeſus * 3 he that 
drew his ſword in the garden, now denies 
that he ſo much as knew him *. In a little 
time, he was charg'd again by another per- 
ſon, faying, Thou alſo art of them *; and, 
he again itrenuouſly denies. A third, in 
about an hour's time, confidently charges 


him with being one 3 them, with the * 


ditional evidence of his being a Galilean 
and, he again, as confidently denies”, Thus, 4 


not only ceaſing to be active for his Lord, 


but. abandoning him in the moſt wretched 
manner, he denies that he ſo much as knew 
him, to whom he had ſo lately profeſs'd 
ſo much love; and, for whoſe cauſe he had 
| manifeſted ſo much zeal. But now the 
cock crows, and his Lord, who had ſtood 


at a diſtance, by the withholding ſuch ſupply 


r Luke xxii. 55. „ Ver. 58. Ven. 59. 
oth . 1 and 
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and influence of the Spirit, as would have 
been ſufficient to have prefered from falling, 
turns and looks upon him *, doubtleſs, with 
love in his eyes ; confident I am, *twas in 
his heart; and ſome of the ſtreams, being 
let forth into Peter's, drew the tears of god- 
ly ſorrow from his eyes, under the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit: had there been 
no freſh ſupply of grace and influence, Peter 
might. have ſtill continued to deny, inftead 
of weeping on that account. That he ſnould 
have altogether forgotten what our Lord 
ſpake to him on ſuch an occaſion, and with 
ſuch particular circumſtances, but at the be- 
ginning of the evening, doth not ſeem alto- 
gether probable; and had he fo done, it our 
Lord had not wrought in and on the ſoul, 
he would not then have fo remembred it, 
as to repent of his ſin : fin is of a hardning 
nature, has a tendency to obliterate the beſt 
impreflions, as well as render the foul un- 
apt for the reception of them. The evan- 
geliſts have all recorded the caſe, and whe=- 
ther we take the account ſeparately, as tis 
repreſented by each, or the joint repreſenta- 
tions of all, it ſtill ſtands as a laſting inſtance 
of our need of conſtant ſupply from Chriſt ; 
and as an evidence of our dependance up- 
on him at all times, in whatſover we do 
that is pleaſing to God, or profitable to our 
own, or others ſouls. Ferhaps this may 


* Luke xxii. 61. be 
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be thought, by ſome, an improper inſtance, 


either to prove, or to illuſtrate the point 
in view; becauſe others may think this fall 
was a total apoſtacy from grace ; but, I ap- 

rehend, the reverſe is evident from our 
Lord's expreſſion, who does not ſay, that 
he had prayed, that he might have faith re- 


Nord; but, that his faith, which he knew 
would be thus reduced and weaken d, might 
be ſtrengthened, ſtill ſuppoſing the abiding 


of the habit: which will be hereafter more 


fully proved, when it will be ſhewn, that 
Hints perſevere; as I have already noted, in 
the indiſſolubility of the Union. But I pro- 


ceed in the proof of communion. 
This Union is with him, who has in his 


hands, both by gift and purchaſe, all thoſe 


ſpiritual bleſſings we need, or the Father 


of mercies has deſign d for any of ſinning 


Adam's ſinful race. John declares for him- 
{elf and others, that he dwelt among them; 


that they beheld his glory, the glory as of the 


only begotten of the Father, full of grace 


and truth. The apoſtle Paul delivers it as 


matter of comfort to the Colofhans, that * 17 


pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould all ful- 


neſs dwell : which intends his mediatorial, 


or communicative fulneſs, as one that had | 
a a ſufficiency put into his hands for his Peo- 


le, anſwerable to all their wants; 'tis a 


full ſupply, or there is with him fulneſs fr 


Y John 1. Es : Col. 1. 19. ne; 
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their ſupply. And, as it is laid up in him, 


tis alſo at his diſpoſe. For, as the Father 


raiſeth up the dead, and quickneth them: 
even ſo the Son quickneth whom he ⁊vill. 
As a further evidence hereof, Jeſus tells us, 
Þ the hour is coming, and now is, when the 


dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God: 
and they that hear ſhall live. For, as the 
Father hath life in himſelf; fo hath he given 


to the Son to have hfe in himſelf. Theſe 


words are certainly of more eaſy applica- 


tion, to the quickning perſons dead in treſ- 
paſſes and fins, than to the general reſurrection 
of the body. And, if there be this fullneſs, 
this prerogative, this power, ſhall not thoſe 
united, have a communication conſtantly of 
this fullneſs, whoſe needs are many and 
great? if it were otherwiſe, how would it 
conſiſt with the love manifeſted, and the 
deſign the apoſtle mentions, when he tells 
ſuch, © Chrift hath redeemed us from the curſe 
of the law, being made a curſe for Us t=— 
That the bleſſing of Abraham might come on 
the Gentiles through Feſus Chriſt; that we 


might receive the promiſe of the Spirit, thro 


aith, He is our vital head of influence; in 
him is a large ſtock of living ſprings, which 
are derived to his members, thro' their Uni- 


on with him, and the operation of the Holy 
Spirit: ſo St. Fohn faith, * Of. his fulneſs 


John v. 21. v "Ver- 25, 36; © Gal. in 13, 14- 
John i. 16. | es: „ 
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88 Happy Effects, or Glyrious Effect II. 
zave all we received, and grace for grace. 
Which paſſage may ſignify both meaſure 
and the variety of the bleſſings of grace : 
all the gifts and graces of the Spirit, yea, 
the Spirit it {elf is his gift, in its inhabita- 
tion in the ſouls of men, as beſtow'd by 
him. In the day of Pentecoſt, when the 
diſciples were aſſembled, according to his 
direction, they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance. And 
when, the multitude beholding, ſome won- 
dred, and others aſperſed them, as being 
drunken, the apoſtle Peter, in his defence, 
and accounting for what' was then done, 
tells his auditory, That Jeſus, Being by the 
right hand of God exalted, and having re- 
cerved of the Father the promiſe of the Holy 
| Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this, which ye now 
ee and hear. He ſupplies to the body, and 
each member in particular, life, light, wiſ⸗ 
dom, increaſe and ſtrength ; that it may be 
aid of him, he * filleth all in all, Chriſt 
Ba ſtore-houſe, or treaſury of all good 
things, in whom, by whom, and thro” 
whom, the Father of mercies ſupplies his 
children : thus prays St. Paul for the Phi- 
lippians, or rather declares what God would 
do for them; My God /hall ſupply all your 
need, according to his riches in glory, by 
| Chriſt Tefſus : the meaſure of ſupply is ex- 
Acts ii. 4. f Ver. 33. 2 Eph. i. 23. h Phil. iv. 19. 
5 „„ ceeding 
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Effect II. Conſequences of this Union. 89 
ceeding large, according to his riches in 
glory. What a large expence of grace, 
thoſe that have been thus in Chriſt, but a 
few years have had, they cannot account: 
what is yet laid up in ſtore by infinite Love, 
is unknown, tis called * the #nſearchable 
riches of Chriſt. A Treaſury, whoſe riches 
exceed knowledge ; neither the heighth nor 
depth of it is diſcoverable to us mortals. 
And who does; who ſhall enjoy thoſe things, 
but his members, thoſe fr whom he hath 
already done ſo much, and given himſelf ? 
For, even Chriſt our paſſover, is ſacrificed 
for us. Hath he for thoſe ſhed his blood ? 
what will he not impart ? But again, who 
ſhall enjoy the fulneſs of grace, and all need- 
ful ſupply that there is in Chriſt? if not 
thoſe to whom he hath already manifeſted 
fo much love in deed, by taking them into 
this neareſt relation; in word, by promile : 
as to his diſciples, when he faith, ' I ye ſhall 
aſk any thing in my name, I will do it; and 
again, ® Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo. 
I fay yet, who ſhall enjoy the good things 
laid up with him, but thoſe in whom he 
hath wrought, quickning them by the ope- 
_ rations of his Spirit? my . 

Vet, as we have obſerved, there is, and 
appears to be a communication of ſupplies, 
fuitable to our need; ſo, alſo, we ſhould 


i Eph. iii. 8. 1 Cor. v. 7. John xiv. 14. 
m Ver. 19. a ; 3 | | 
- . obſerve 
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go Happy Effects, or Glorious Effect II. 
obſerve, that theſe ſuplies are handed forth, 
in manner, meaſure, and time, as infinite 
Miſdom directs ; fo as may beſt anſwer our 


exigencies, prayers, waiting and expectation, 
and the glory of Father, Son, and Holy 


Spirit, in cxalting the riches of grace; * Unto 


every one of us is given grace, according to 


the meaſure-of the gift of Cbriſt. Our exi- 


gencies are many times very preſſing, and 


a ſmall ſupply will not anſwer our need, 


ſo as to enable us to ſurmount the difficul- 


ties that are before us; we ſometimes need 


ſtrong faith, much grace, and gracious aſſiſt- 
ance. And, according to our exigencies, 
and our apprehenſions of them, are our 


prayers: thro' want of a proper ſenſe of 
our needs, many times our prayers are cold, 
languid, and attended with a great deal of 


indifferency; when our wants are really 


great. Poſſibly the ſupply may be ſome- 


times withheld, that we may be more ſen- 


fible of our wants, and better fitted to eſti- 


mate the mercy when it comes ; tho' many 
times we are prevented with mercies, yet 
ſometimes God tries his children, by delay- 
ing to grant ; and ſo exerciſes their faith, 
their hope and patience; but he always affords 


the ſupply, in ſuch manner, meaſure and 
time, as will eventually appear to be moſt 
for his glory, and their real profit. 


a Eph. i iv. 7. 
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I would not, as this communication of 
which we treat, concerns their ſanctifica- 
tion, be underſtood to leave out Father, or 
Holy Spirit, when I fay theſe communica- 
tions are by this Union with Chriſt. For, the 


ſacred Three, the Trinity, are concern'd 


therein, The Father gave us to the Son to 
redeem ; » This is the will of God, even 
your ſanctification; and, according to this 
will expreſſed, he is ſaid to have ? ſaved us, 
and called us with an holy calling, not ac- 
cording to our works, but according to his 
own purpoſe and grace, which was given us 
in Chriſt Feſus, before the world began. He 
made early proviſion for our ſanctification, 
and, in purſuance of his eternal purpoſe, it 
takes place; the work of ſanctification is 
begun and carried on; the grace given is laid 
out, handed forth; there are communica- 
tions by Chriſt, to all the members of his 


- myſtical body, The Father laid up the 
rich treaſure in our head, put it into ſafe 


hands, and, in his own appointed time, 


ſends down the Spirit into our hearts, * Be-. 


cauſe ye are ſons, God hath ſent forth the 


Spirit of his Sor into your hearts, crying, 


Abba, Father. And fo alſo, the Father is 
ſaid to meeten us for the heavenly inheri- 
tance *, . God, even the Father, works in 


us, on us, and for us, by his Holy Spirit, 


4 Gal. iv. 6 
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agreeable to the oeconomy in the method 
of ſalvation. Therefore the apoſtle makes 
uſe of this argument to the Philippians, to 
work out their own ſalvation with fear and 
trembling: * For, faith he, it is God which 
aworketh in you both to will and to do, of his 
good pleaſure. And, writing to the Colp 72 
ans, he enumerates this favour, among others, 
thus, giving thanks unto the Father, which 
hath made us intet to be partakers of the in- 
beritance with the ſaints in light : who hath 
delivered us from the power of darkneſs, and 
Bath tranſlated us into the kingdom of his 
dear Son. Thus, the work of ſanctification, 
the great change of ſtate and perſon; or of 
the diſpoſition of ſoul, is equally attributed 
to the Father, as to the Son; and to both, 
by the agency of the Spirit. 
This of which we treat, is alſo attributed 
equally to the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit implants this principle at firſt; he 
takes theſe branches from the wild olive, 
and grafts them in the good; he takes of 
the things of Chriſt, and ſhews them to us. 
Theſe things are agreeable to what our 
Lord declares, He will, faith Chriſt, con- 
vince the world of fin, and of righteouſneſs. 


He ſhall glorify me: for be ſhall receive of 
mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto you. The Holy 


Spirit ſupplies, from the ſtore- houſe, freſh 


5 Phil. ii. ” 8 Col. i. 12, 15 
v John xvi. 8, 14. e 
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Effect II. Conſequences of this Union. 93 
power; and inclines to agreeable motion. 
All graces are derived from Chriſt to us, by 
him; and theſe, when derived, are from 

time to time, by him influenced, and drawn 
into action. This the church, or ſpouſe, 
feem'd to be well acquainted with, when 
: ſhe addreſſes him in this pathetick language, 
" Awake, O north wind, and come, thou ſouth, 
and blow upon my garden, that the ſpices 
thereof may flow out. Tho graces are im- 
parted, the ſoil is ſo bad ſtill, and fo prone 
to corruption; that, unleſs the good Spirit 
of God nip the one, and cheriſh and en- 
courage the other, we ſhall not have an 
opportunity to invite our beloved, to come 
into his garden, and eat bis pleaſant Fruits. 
And, from this operation of the Holy Spirit, 
by which the work of ſanctification is car- 
tied on in the ſoul, he is term'd the Sancti- 
fier; and * z#be offering up of the Gentiles, is 
ſaid to be acceptable, being Jann ified Ly 'the | 
Holy Ghoft, 

Yet ſanctifcation is faid to be of the Fa- 
| ther. So Jude directs his epiſtle, to them 
that are ſanctiſed by God the Father. This, 

I conceive, is thro' the Son, or in him; 
there is no other way in which God diſco- 
vers himſelf, as the Father of mercies, to 
any of ſinful Adam's race. Paul and Softhe- 
nes direct their epiſtle 0 the church of God 


Cant. iv. 16. a * Rom. xv. 16. 7 Jude. 
71 Cor. i. 2. „„ 
which 
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which is at Corinth, to them that are ſantti- 


fied in Chriſt Fefus, called to 'be ſaints, And, 
as ſanctification is in, or through Chriſt, E 
Jo it alſo is by the Holy Spirit, as elſewhere 
addreſſing the ſame perſons, they ſay, But 


ye are waſhed---ſanttified---juſtified, in the 


name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of 


our God. 
Thus wonderful are the ways of God, 


in the ſcheme of ſalvation, both in redemp- 


tion and application which, tho' we are not 


able ſufficiently to fully to explore yet e- 
nough of them may be known, of pecially by 


thoſe who have taſted that he is gracious, to 


call for their higheſt praiſes ; and, while they 


_— comprehend the work of divine love, 
form'd in infinite wiſdom, to engage 
Aber to join the Pſalmiſt in this acknow- 


ledgment: The works of the Lord are 


great, ſought out of all them that have plea- 


fure therein. His work is honourable and 
* ous : and bis ri ighteouſneſs endureth far 


I ſhould now pals to another effect; 


| wig 


Before I conſider any akin: effe@ts of this 
Union, 'twill be neceſſary to anſwer an ob- 


jection which may ariſe, concerning this 


effect of which we have treated, 6 VIZ 7 


that | 
O5. Conſtant communication FED not 


ſeem to be a neceſſary effect of Union with 


( 


2 x Cor. vi. 11. FPfal. exi. 2, 3. 
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Effect 3 Obection and Anſwers, 95 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; neither do the aids, 


incitements, and e of the Spirit, 


appear to be conſequent upon Union; for 
then, the leaf of ſuch branch muſt be 
ever green, and the branch conſtantly bear 
fruit, as there is a fullneſs of ſap, and nou- 
riſhment in the root. Again, if theſe ſup- 


plies are conſequent upon Union, they can- 
not fail ; the ſoul muſt be always advancing 


in holineſs, and conformity to Chriſt in 
behaviour ; whereas, the contrary is evident- 
ly fact; for many of thoſe that are united 
to Chriſt, have, at ſome ſeaſons, no viſible 


fruit; yea, are many times ſubject to very 


great declenſions. Therefore, as theſe con- 
ſequents, that ſeem ſo neceſſary to conſtant 
communion, are frequently wanting, they 
are an argument, that conſtant communion 
is not an effect of Union; and further, that 


all hope of ſupport in ſpiritual life here, 


and the enjoyment of future happineſs, 


founded on this effect of Union, muſt be 


very precarious. 
Anſ. In anſwer to the objection, I ſhall 


admit many things ſaid therein. 


24h, Shew that this neceſſity of bearing 


fruit conſtantly, having the leaf ever green, 


Sc. is not an unavoidable conſequence of 


the effect of Union, as before laid down. 
zaly, Shall attempt to account for the 


omiſſion herein. 
4thly, Eſtabliſh the truth of this ſecond 


Effect. ft, 
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times with theſe branches in the ſpiritual 
vine, as it is with thoſe in the natural; they 


1/, I eaſily admit that there is a fullneſs 


of ſap and nouriſhment in the root; and 
thoſe facts which are fo plain, (viz Y that 


many of thoſe united to Chriſt, do not, at 


'ſome ſeaſons, advance in holineſs, and con- 


formity to him in behaviour; that they are 


without viſible fruit, and, that they appear 
ſubject to many declenſions. 'Tis many 


have their winters of adverſity, their times 


ny times theſe grafts in the 


of temptations, chilling ſeaſons, - iniquity 
abounds, and the love of many waxes cold; 


as well as their ſunſhine of proſperity. Ma- 
good olive, 


branches, in the beſt vine, trees of righte- 


ouſneſs, plants of the Lord's own right hand 


planting, are ſo barren, that we cannot judge 


concerning them, at thoſe ſeaſons, whether 


they are living or dead branches; viewing 
only their behaviour. But, in this caſe; in 


order to ſatisfy our ſelves, as in ſuch — 


with regard to a branch. literally, men do; 


the interior part, the leaſt, laſt, and moſt. 


we muſt break the bark; look thro' the 
out-fide, remove that, as we may come at 


hidden evidence of life. In our ſearch after 


it, many times, while we only view how a 
rſon's behaviour agrees with his profeſſion, 
which may be at ſometimes very little, al- 


ways too little; while we are poring on his 


i. lui. 5 ; 1 
_ COnver= 


Effect II. Anſivers to an Oljjection. 97 
converſation, known, in the general, to us 
and others, we are apt to paſs hard cenſures, 
we are, not only ready to fay, that his con- 
verſation is defective, or not conform. to the 
doctrines of Godlineſs ; but we proceed to 
dubitate, whether he ever receiv'd the grace 
of God, or not; yea, perhaps, are ready 
too freely to declare on the negative ſide of 
the queſtion. Now, did we, indeed, attend 
to ſuch a conduct as becomes Chriſtians, to 
thoſe means that are allowable and requilite 
in ſuch a caſe; in order to form our judg- 
ment with accuracy and certainty ; we 
| ſhould then attempt to break the bark, 
which, literally, is done with more eaſe in 
the young and tender branch, than in the 
old, and ordinarily metaphorically alſo. But 
— Would you know whether ſome, with- 
out apparent fruit or leaves, are branches in 
the living vine, and have a communication 
of lite, together with the means of increa- 
{ting the evidences of it, from the root; do 
not ſatisfy your ſelves with common appear- 
ances only ; follow them home, enter the 
molt ſerious converſation, in the ſpirit of 
love and meekneſs; and, poſſibly, where 
you have raſhly been ready to ſay, that the 
divine image, ſpiritual life, or Union and 
' communion. were all wanting, there you 
may be agreeably diſappointed ; by finding 
many lineaments of the one, ſome breath- 
ings, tho' with difficulty of the other, and 
pgs QO. — Rn 
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reaſon to entertain comfortable hopes con- 


cerning the latter. Remember, in this en- 
quiry to uſe all diligence, you are looking 
or ſomewhat precious, that may lie hid or be 
obſcured, by things that are vile, tho! in it- 
ſelf valuable ; tis neceſſary, therefore, your 
care ſhould be like the woman's looking for 
the piece of money Which ſhe had loſt; 

and, if it is, you may have, many have had, 


an opportunity, by fo doing, to call your 


| fiſt without it. Conſtant bearing fruit, 2. e. 
9 5 | fruit 


——ů 
\ 
\ 

N 


religious neighbours to rejoicing. 
But, when, to want of fruit and leaf, 


there are added falls into groſs ſins, it may 


be proper to ſuſpend our judgment for the 


preſent, and wait to fee whether there is a 


kiſing again by repentance. Many have (like 
as branches, by the blaſts of bliting winds) 


through the blaſts of temptations, appear'd 
as tho' they were wholly dead; deſtitute of 


ſpiritual life; who yet, in after times, have 


evidenced their Union and communion with 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; riſing again by re- 
entance, and yeilding a produce of ſuita- 


| ble fruit. This was the caſe with David, 
Solomon, Peter, and others, who are bord. 


ed in the facred ſriptures. But, 

2dly, Jam now to ſhew, in anſwer to the 
objection, that this neceſſity of conſtant bear- 
ing of fruit, having the leaf ever green, is not 
ſuch a neceſſary conſequent of this doctrine 
of Union, as that the Union cannot ſub- 
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Effect __ Anfwers 40 an Ohection. 200 
fruit towards God, viſible to men, and al- 


ways advancing in holineſs, are not una- 
voidable conſequents of this doarine of Uni- 


on, as laid down; nor of this effect of it, 


againſt which the objection i is form'd ; and 
therefore, theſe not being on the branches, 


Ir found with the perſons united, does not 


overthrow the doctrine it ſelf; or what 


| has. been advanced as the effect of this 


Union. 
Tho' we affirm, that Union and commu- 


nion are inſeparable ; ; and, that there are 
meaſures of ſupply communicated, ſufficient, 
in the uſe of means, under the Spirit s in- 
fluence, for the bringing forth fruit unto holi- 


neſs; yet, it is not affirm'd, that theſe means 


ſhall be always at hand; or, that our cor- 
ruptions or temptations ſhall not ſometimes 


prevent our uſing them; nor is it athrm'd, 
that the Spirit will always incite ſuch per- 
ſons; or aid ſuch, and exert his power in 


their bringing forth fruit ; therefore the con- 
ſequences, in the objedtion, are not una- 
voidable. We, indeed, affirm, that the com- 
munication of grace, the means, and the 
influence of the Spirit, do all, ſometimes 
meet ; and, that they always concur in our 
bearing fruit unto holineſs. 
We do not ufe to ſay of a man, becauſe. 

he is. living, or has the breath of life i in his 
noſtrils, that he is acting inceflantly ; ;: fo 
neither of a chriſtian, that he is always bear- 
0 J 
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ing fruit. The * wiſe virgins ſlumbred and 
flept. The lightneſs of ſuch objections in 


reference to the literal vine and branch, and 


the communication betwixt one and the 
other, is too viſible, to be particularly point- 


ed out in this place; every one knowing that 


the branch thereof, tho' living, produces 
fruit but once in the year, purſuant to the 
will of the creator; tho” it partakes of the 
fatneſs of the root, and has conſtant com- 
munication with it, Again, 7 
' 3dly, As a farther means profitably to re- 
move the objection, I ſhall proceed to ac- 
count for the omiſſion noticed in the objec- 


tion; on account of which there ſeems to 


be an inconſiſtency, both in the doctrine af 


Union, as laid down, and this effect, or con- 


ſequent of Union, againſt which the objeCti- 
on is rais d. In this attempt I would con- 
| fine my ſelf within the bounds of revelation, 
and thoſe things that are within our ſphere : 
many of the works of God, and the diſpen- 
ſations of his providence, eſpecially in the 
permiſſive part of it, „ lying quite out of our 
reach. : 


And, in this accounting for the oniffion, 


the not bearing fruit conſtantly, in thoſe 


united to Jeſus Chriſt, let it be remembred, 


that tho' the number, magnitude, or beauty 


of the fruit, at any time, produced, by my 
i 


c Matth. xxv. 30 
8 . {T's : branch 
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branch in this vine, is never otherwiſe than 
in proportion to the ſtrength, and meaſure 
of grace imparted, and the influence of the 
Spirit; yet it hath pleaſed infinite Wiſdom, 
even in this ate of Union, to keep the crea- 
ture dependent altogether ; not only on the 
root, for a principle of ſpiritual life, nou- 

iſhment and ſupport, inſomuch that our 
Lord has declared, © Without me ye can do 
nothing; but alſo, on the divine favour, for 
the quickning, exciting, and enabling to 
put forth the principle of life in proper acti- 
ons; ſo that no ſou! ſhall have ought where- 
of to boaſt before God. For, obo maketh 
thee fo differ from another? And what haſt 


thou, that thou didft not receive? Now, 1 


thou didſt receive it, why doſt thou glory, @s 
if thou hadſt not received 16 From this view 
We ſhall be able to account how it is, that 
there is any omiſſion in bearing of fruit, 
even thus; it is, through a ſuſpenſion of grace 
imparted, at leaſt, in meaſure or degree, 
and a ceflation of the operations of the Holy 
Spirit, in the uſe of means, or want of them, 
while corruptions are ever at hand, and 
temptations 3 to excite them to mo- 
nal.” 

As this is the account in general; ſo i it bal. 
ſo leads us to an enquiry, that may ſerve = 
draw out the matter more particularly o 


minutely (vi . F: Why God thus ſuſpends 
5 John xv. 5. * 1 Cor. i iy. 7 
the 


* £2 * 
3 


102 216 Aves to an „ Objection. Effect II. 


the kind and needful influences from thoſe 
ſouls, to whom he has evidenced ſo much 
love in their Union with Chriſt ? It ſeems to 
me doubtful, whether the enquiry can be 
anſwer'd fully ; yet, 'tis poſſible, that it may 
be done, in ſome meaſure, ſatisfactorily? and 
there are too reaſons, why God thus doth, I 
apprehend, obvious; which are as follow. 
'  Reaſi 1. God may ſuſpend his kind and 
needful influences, to ſhew his ſovereignty, to 
debaſe the pride of man ; let him ſee whence 
his ſtrength 1s, and to learn the humble, to 
truſt in him, and fear before him. We, 
who have obtained hope through grace, are, 
thro' the remainders of indwelling fin, and 
the ſubtilty of the adverſary, very apt, when 
wee have been largely and comfortably car- 
_ ried forth in any duties, eſpecially, for ſome 
conſiderable time, to forget where our 
ſtrength lies, and to be lifting up our ſelves ; 
and this, perhaps, to the deſpiſing of, or 
having an evil eye towards others. Now, 
if God withdraw thoſe larger meaſures of 
ſupply, and divine influence, which thus 
enabled us to behave well, and enlarged us 
in our walk; and our corruptions ſhould 
prevail, inſomuch, that no viſible fruit is 
born, or to the cauſing our ſteps to flide ; 
God may deſign hereby to let us know, 
what 1s in our hearts; as the beſt of men 
are not always, nor altogether acquainted 


with their own ſpirits, that we may take 
occaſion 
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occaſion thereby, to humble our ſelves for 
paſt ſins, and to behave more watchfully 
againſt future temptations, leſt we contract 

freſh guilt. 

God dwells in the ſoul not meerly as an 
ally, or auxiliary; much leſs as a ſubject; 
but, as a ſovereign dwells in his kingdom, 
or court ; who is not always publickly ex- 
erting himſelf ; in ſpecial acts; but on pe- 
culiar days, or occaſions; tho he is always 
taking care of the government, and ſecurity 
of the kingdom. Or, God dwells in the 
ſoul as a maſter in his family; who, tho 
he is not at beck, as a ſervant; nor always 
encouraging with his ſmiles, yet, is always 
Overſeeing; is ever converſant about its pre- 
ſervation, by affording rules and directions; 
and, many times, preſerves it, by his pow- 
erful help. Agrecable to theſe views, the 

Pſalmiſt prays for aſſiſtance and ſupport, and 
the reſtoration of his Favours; freſh and 
further manifeſtations of his preſence and 
care; * Reſtore unto. me the Foys of thy ſalva- 
tion; and uphold me with thy free, or royal, 
Spirit : he does not appear to operate in us, 
as of neceſſity ; but, voluntarily; when, in 
what manner, and as far as he pleaſes : ſo 
that he is ſovereign ſtill, and may ſuſpend 
his influences when he pleaſes; and for ſuch 
purpoſes, as may anſwer the deſigns of infi- 

nite Wiſdom, in debaſing the creature, and 
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exalting the Lord alone. And this brings 
me to the other reaſon. 


Reaſ. 2. God may ſuſpend the kind and 


needful influences, to thoſe to whom he has 
evidenced ſo much love in their Union with 
Chriſt; to chaſtize them; and vmdicate his 


holineſs; for their _— and the example 


of othets. 


He may do it to chaſten. We cannot 


but be ſenſible we deſerve it; and our Lord 
has left it upon record, as an evidence that 


he is mindful of them, and their affairs; 


that as many as he loves, he rebukes and 
chaſtens “: and, however ſome of his chil- 
dren, under his chaſtning hand, may behave 


in an unbecoming manner, which the wiſe 
man counſels us againſt, faying, My jon, 
deſpiſe not the chaſtning of the Lord: nei- 


tber be weary of his correction, of which 
this ſuſpenſion or withdrawment i is frequent- 


ly a part; yet the deſign of God may, ne- 


verthelefs, be mercy, as well as faithfulneſs, 


Tho ſome bear correction in a ſullen man- 
ner, and others grow weary of it, are diſ- 
couraged, and ready to faint under it; yet 


pA 


the author to the Hebrews : hath i uw; - 


that * 2whom the Lord loveth, he chaſtneth ; 


and ſcourgeth every ſon, whom he receiveth. 
God, chaſtning us for our faults, vindi- 
ceates his holineſs, manifeſts his diſpleaſure 


againſt a ſinful and unbecoming behaviour, 


tr. ü. rt. * Heb. ii b { 
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tho” in his children. He, indeed, does not 


ſee iniquity in them, with the eye of an 
avenging God, ready to execute his wrath. 


upon them; becauſe Chriſt has born their 
fins in his ot body, upon the accurſed tree : 


yet, he ſees their diſobedience, as a Father, 
with Love in his heart, and the rod of cor- 
rection in his hand; tho he has forgiven 
their fins, yet he will vindicate his holineſs ; 
as he has declared in the covenant with 


Chriſt ; ' I his children forſake my law, and 


dull not in my Fudgments; if they break my 


| Satutes, and keep not my commandments - 
then will I vifit their tranſgreſſions with the 
rod, and their iniquity with flripes. By his 


ſuſpenſion and withdrawment, he frequent- 


ly teſtifies againſt their untoward behaviour ; 


and, how heavy theſe ſtripes are, how ſenſi- 
ble it renders them of his diſplicency with 
the way they havetaken, thoſe ſouls that have 
felt, beſt know; the complaints of the Pſal- 
miſt and the church. are Proper evidences. 
But, 

Let it be „ d, when this ſuſpen- 
fion, or withdrawment of the divine influ- 
ence, is in any degree, that while we look 
upon it as a chaſtiſement, it muſt ſtill be 
look'd upon, as deſign'd for our profit, in 
common with all other chaſtiſements, dif- 
wen in Kind. God never ſtrikes his chil- 


Pal 8 30 32. So 
P dren 
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dren in anger, as an enemy; but always 
corrects in Love. This the author of the 
* Hebrews abundantly confirms, while he, at 

the ſame time, wk that it is not always ſo 
with fathers according to the fleſh: Me 
have had, faith he, fathers of our fleſh, which 


correfted us; and we gave them reverence : 
Fall we not much rather be in ſubjettion to 


the father of ſpirits, and live 2? Por they, 


_ verily, for a few days chaſined us, after 
their own pleaſure ; but he for our profit, 
that we might be partakers of his holineſs. 


Now no chaſtnin g for the preſent, ſeemeth to 


be joyous, but grievous; nevertheleſs afterwards 


it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs, 


unto them which are exerciſed thereby. And 


thus God is, by chaſtning, vindicating his ho- 


lineſs, and deſigning our profit ; ſo the apo- 
ſtle after adds, * Follow peace with all men, 
and holineſs, without Which no man ſhall 2 


the Lord. And again, 
As many times, the chaſtning of ſome is 


deſign'd for the example of others; ſo this 


method of correction may be, in a particu- 
lar manner, deſign'd as a caution to the hea- 


| dy, the heedleſs ; ; and to thoſe, who, think- 


ing. that their mountain ſtands ſtrong, have 
not had a proper regard, either to the direc- 


tion of our Lord, Watch and pray, left ye 


enter into temptati on; or the advice of 


the apoſtle, Let him that thinketh he Hands | 


x © Heb, xii. 9—it, Ver. 14. 
| Tay take 


i 
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take heed leſt he fall, Many of the failings 
and. corrections of the ſaints of old, were 
written for our inſtruction ; and all the cor- 
rections of his people this day, have a voice 
of warning to all others who know of, and 
are acquainted with them. 
_ Having thus attended to theſe obvious 
reaſons, let me take a farther view concern- 
ing the withdrawment of the powerful in- 
fluences of the Spirit, on either of the ac-- 
counts mentioned, and ſee in what a com- 
fortable appoſite view, Jeſus, our head, is 
repreſented in the facred ſcriptures. Does 
| God, as a ſovereign, afflict? We muſt ac- 
| knowledge-he 3 is juſt; we have tranſgreſſed; 
he is ſtill gracious; and, tho' tis no more 
than we deſerve, yet, thro” Chriſt, who 1s 
continually intercceding, he is propitious to, 
and does many times abundantly favour us 
gives the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of 
heavineſs ; and, in the mean time, his word 
aſſures us, that Light is ſewn for the righ- 
Feous, and gladneſs for the upright in heart. 
Theſe defireable ſeeds will ſpring up, the 
harveſt will be anſwerable: theſe kind de- 
ſigns cannot be rendred abortive, cannot 
. 8 in any meaſure, fruſtrated. Tho he 
afflict, yet ” his anger endureth but 
4 * in his favour is life : weeping 
may endure for a mght, but joy cometh 
in the morning, And, though many Os | 


2 PRal, xevii. 11, P Pfal, xxx. * 


3 his 
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his children are much perplexed, either 
= the-manner of their afflictions, their 
nlikeneſs to what others have been exer- 
ciſed with, or that they cannot ſee the end, 
or what particular uſe they can be of, and 
perhaps this of deſertion, is as difficult to 
account for as moſt; yet we are aſſured in 
the general, that all things ſhall work to- 
gether for the good of them that love God, 
who are called acctrding to his purpoſe : and 
this, faith the apoſtle, we know, or we are 
firmly perſuaded, and aſſured .. 
Well, does God, as a father, chaſtiſe ? is 
it for our inſtability, our, errings, our wan- 
drings? Our Jeſus is a rock; and tho' the 
fabrick be ſuffered to be ſhaken, it ſhall 
not be thrown down. Tho' the winds and 
wayes of temptation may ariſe, and the lofty 
ſurges may ſhake us; yet the foundation to 
which we are united, ſtands firm, unmov- 
ed, is immoveable. Tis the foundation 
God has laid for the ſupport and welfare of 
His people, and call'd upon them to attend 
unto it; * Thus ſaith the Lord God, Bebold, I 
lay in Zion for a Foundation, a fone; de- | 
noting ſolidity and duration: 4 tried ſtone; 
it has been tried by God, by men, and by 
devils; and hath always been found to an- 
fer what it was deſign'd for: and, as the 
deſign was great, with regard to the Divine 
glory, and the * comforts, tis juſtly 


4 Rom. viii. 28, © Ifai, xxviii, 16. 


F ſtiled 


BY 


Effect II. Anfeers to an Ohection. rog 


ſtiled, a precious corner-ſtone, a fure Foun: * 
dation: and, as an additional honour to this 
foundation, tis declared, as well as for the 


encouragement of thoſe who build, or are 


built thereon, he that beheveth ſhall not make 
haſte ; or as the Septuagint, hall not be con- 


founded : hereunto agrees the explication, 
or rather application of the words by the 


inſpired writer, Rom. ix. 33. Whoſoever be- 
lieveth on him, ſoall not be aſhamed ; and 


St. Peter faith, '* ſhall not be confounded. 


And, therefore, from this relation to Jeſus, 
and the ſupport and help he affords his peo- 
ple amidſt all their ſhakings, we may, with . 


_ propriety, uſe the Plalmiſt's words, concern- 
ing the good man; Though he fall, he 


all not be utterly caft Pars. for the Lord 


upholdeth him with his hand. Jeſus, the 


foundation, the corner ſtone of the building, 


is a living, a life-giving ſtone, and enables 


thoſe united to him, to put forth freſh acts 


of ſpiritual life. Again, 


Have we grieved the Spirit? And "Y 
he ſuſpended his operations? Has our fruit 
fallen, and the leaves of our profeſſion been 


ſhaken off, as leaves from trees by 'the 
winds in Autumn ? Has this been thro' 


neglect to watch and pray, and uſe all the 


means of grace; and thro? the power of in- 


dwelling ſin, the remainders of corruption 


within, the ſtrugglings of the old man, the 


.5 Pet. ii. 6. Pſal. ii. 24. 
| unre- 
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unregenerate part; together with tempta- 
tions from the world 200 the devil without? 


Has this been the mournful caſe? Has our 
God hid his face? Do we not ſee him, hear 


from him, commune with him, as eee 


ly; nor feel the powers of the world to 
come? Do enemies prevail againſt us, cor- 


| ruptions grow rampant, our old tyrants uſurp 
the ſeat, from which they had been thruſt 


down? Are we mourning; becauſe our graces 


are weak, or inactive, ſeem to be ſleeping, 


and, that we find not how to awake them, 
to call them up into exerciſe ?, Such ſeems 


to have been the caſe with the church, when 


they poured forth their bitter complaint, 
thus; But we are all of us as an unclean 


thing, and all our ri 'ghteouſneſſes are as filthy 


rags, and weall do fade as a leaf, and our 


iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 


And there is none that calleth upon thy name, 
that ftirreth up himſelf to take hold of thee ; 
for thou haſt hid thy face from us :- yet their 


God did not leave them, neither was their 
hope removed; they yet ſay, we /hall be 


ſaved ; and en their relation to God; 


* But now, Q Lord, thou art our Father. 
Much like the afvre-mention'd caſe, was 


that of the ſpouſe, with regard to the drow- 
ſineſs, the inactivity of her graces, and the 


prevalency of corruption; which ſtate ſhe 
deſcribes, not like one forſaken of her friend, 


1 Iſai. Ixiv. % :* Ver. 8 
£ 55% on no but 
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but thus, I. Heep, but gay heart waketh : 
ſhe was not as one dead or deſtitute of ſpi- 
ritual life, or underſtanding; tho' her graces 
appear'd to be in circumſtances not unlike 
thoſe of the faculties of the ſoul, when a 
perſon is not wholly a ſleep, nor yet quite 
awake; ſhe diſtinguiſhes the uſual ſound, 
the well-known voice that had been ſweet 

and familiar to her: I is, faith ſhe, the 


voice of my beloved, that Inoc erb, ſaying, 
en to me, my Her, my love, my dove, my 
 wndefiled : 'for my head 1s filled "with dew, 
and my locks with the drops of the_mi gbr. 
Tho' ſhe was not in a ſtate of total inſenſi- 
bility; yet ſuch was the prevalency of cor- 
ruption, the preſent ſtate of indifferency, 
the drowſineſs of her graces, that ſhe ſeems 
cContented en diſpoſed to put off her 
beloved, without complying with his requeſt 
cCeouch'd in the moſt endearing words, with 
a a ſlight anſwer, fully diſcovering the ſpiritu- 
al floth and diſorder : * I have put off my 
coat, how (hall I put it on? I have waſhed 
my feet, how ſhall I defile them? This diſpo- 
ſition appears not unlike that which. Solomon 
elſewhere ſets out, ſaying, * A fothful man 
hideth: his hand in bis boſom, and will not fo 
much as bring it to his mouth again. Or, 
it , hn him fo to do. 


Cant. v. 5. Cut. v. 3. Prov. xix. 24. 
Prov. xxvi. 15. 5 RE 
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Have theſe things, one and another, or 


all of them been the caſe of the church, 
or of a believer ? may they be again; are 
fay to each ſuch, Soul, thou mayſt, nay, 
oughteſt to mourn, that. the caſe ſtands thus 


they now the preſent caſe of any? I would - 


uncomfortably betwixt God and thee: yet, be 


not diſcouraged, at leaſt, not caſt down; for 
the end of correction, by one means or ano- 
ther, is not deſtruction. This ſhall not, 
O ſoul, be always thy caſe; for our head 
will commiſerate the members: For in 
that he himſelf hath ſuffered, being tempted, 
he is able to ſuccour them that are tempted. 
Are we cold, benumb'd, ſeemingly lifeleſs, 


much in the dark? It ſhall not always be 
ſo; Jeſus, thy head, is the ſun of righte- 
\ ouſneſs, and he will riſe in our horizon; 
yea, upon thee ; he will enlighten, enliven, 


warm, and heal ; God the. Father has pro- 


miſed the bleſſing, ſaying, But unto you 


that fear my name, ſhall the Sun of righte- 


 oufueſs artſe, with healing in his wings; and 
ye ſhall go forth, and grow up as calues of 


the fall. The Lord will create. a ſpring 
within; and call up thy ſoul to the behold- 
ing. it; and thou ſhalt yet know that what 


he ſaid to Epbraim, he is now ſpeaking to 


thee, (viz.) Jam like a green fir tree; from 
me is thy fruit found. Jeſus can never for- 


get thee; his voice thou mayſt expect to hear, 


„ Heb. ü. 18. Mal. iv. 3, © Hol. xiv. 8. 4 
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and to be enabled, in the hearing of it, and 
the viſion of him approaching, exulting with 
the ſpouſe, to ſay, The voice of my beloved! 
* behold, he cometh leaping upon the mountains, f 
ſeipping upon the hills; triumphing over all | ; 
difficulties, removing all obſtructions. The = 
reflection hereon will be ſweet, the repetition 
delightful, when thou ſhalt be enabled to ſay, 
in the words of the church or ſpouſe, ? My be- 
loved ſpabe, and ſaid unto-me, riſe up, my love, 
my fair one, and come away.” For lo, Fhe win- 
ter is paſt, the rain is over, and gone: the _ 
flowers appear on the earth, the time of ſinging 
of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is 
Heard in our land. Beautiful, indeed, is the re- 
preſentation of Chriſt's love to, deſire towards 
is people, and of the delights that are pre- 
1 pared for them, to which he will aſſuredly 


N call them; yet, all theſe repreſentations fall 

3 vaſtly ſhort of the things themſelves; for 

Wich I can only refer thee to thy paſt taſtes _ 
and experience. — 5 

Mourning ſoul, tho' thine enemies may 


have taken an occaſion, in this time of di- 
vine withdrawment, to plough long fur- 
rows on thy back; and loftily to ſay, Bo 
down that we may go over, reproaching thy 
hope and confidence in God: and, al, tho' 
thou mayſt, in the like bitterneſs of thy 
ſpirit, under the deſertion, have wrote grie- 


7 oO. . = 
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vous things againſt thy ſelf, having ſaid at 
one time with the Pſalmiſt, I fink in deep 
mire, where there is no ſtanding: I am come 
into deep waters, where the floods overflow 
me ® : and, at another time, with the pro- 
phet Jonah, that thou wert caſt out of his 
fight *.. Should this be the preſent caſe, 
thou mayſt, with the diſciples apprehenſion, 
ule their affecting addreſs; * Lord, ſave us, 
due periſh; and hope for the deſired end. 
This leads me to return to the laſt thing 
propos'd, in anſwering the objection. And, 
 4thly, J proceed to eſtabliſh the truth of 
the ſecond Effect, or conſequent of Union, 
under that view in which we have attended 
to it. Now, viewing the circumſtances. 
with which we cloſed the laſt head, we yet 
ſay, there is, by this Union, even at ſuch 
ſeaſons, as we there mentioned, though not 
diſcoverable to the curſory view, at leaſt in 
io ample manner as at other times, a com- 
munication of nouriſhment and ſpiritual 
ſtrength ; that the ſoul muſt, even at ſuch 
ſeaſon, fay, ' It is of the Lord's mercies 
that we are not conſumed, becauſe his-compaſ- 
ſions fail not: and will ſay, when brought 
forth, either to it ſelf, or to others under 
: circumſtances like thoſe from which it hath 
been freed ; ® Wart on the Lord : be of good 
courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen thine heart: 
b Pal. tix. 2. Jonah ii. 4. X Matth. viii. 25. 
mi wü. 14. 3 9 
1 Watt, 
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wart, I jay, on the Lord, Let thy diſcou- 
ragements be what they will, or ever fo 
many or great, But - | 
This mourntul, melancholy, depreſſed 
ſtate, although the ſoul is ſupported whilſt 


5 walking i in darkneſs, having everlaſting arms 


underneath, will not always be the cafe of 


the believer; when the rod hath perform'd + 


its office, it ſhall be removed; when what 


Was deſign d in this diſpenſation of provi- 
dence is effected, the veil ſhall be taken 
away; ſupply of ſpiritual nouriſhment and 
{ſtrength ſhall have greater degrees; and 

| ſometimes, under the Spirit's influence, diſ- 

pel thoſe fears, ſcatter thoſe glooms, and 
triumph over all oppoſition: then, ſuch ſoul 

ſhall hear; then, thou depreſſed ſoul, thou 
ſhalt hear the voice of Joy and gladneſs, like as 
the church did; * For thy maker is thine 
huſband, the Lord of hoſts is his name; and 
thy redeemer, the holy one of Ijrael, the God | 
of the whole earth ſhall he be called. Fur the 
Lord hath called thee, as a woman forſaken 
and grieved in ſpirit, and a wife of youth, 
when thou waſt refuſed, ſaith thy God, For 
a ſmall moment, have I forſaken thee, but 
with great mercies will I gather thee, In a 

little wrath I hid my face from thee, for a 
moment ; but with everlaſting kindneſs will J 
| have mercy on thee, ſaith the Lord thy re- 
deemer. For this is as the waters of Noah 


R Iſai, liv, 5— 10. 
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unto me: for as ] have fiworn that the waters 


— 


with thee, nor rebuke thee, For the moun- 
fTains ſball depart, and the hills be removed; 
but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, 
neither ſhall my covenant of peace be removed, 
farth the Lord, that hath mercy on thee, In 
the caſe we have been attending to, and the 

. _ things ſuggeſted, eſpecially the ſoul mourn- 
ing, the Pfalmiſt is confident, ſaying, * They 
that fow in tears, ſhall reap in joy. He that 
goetÞ forth and weepeth, bearing precious ſeed, 
ſhall doubtleſs come again rejoicing, bring- 
ing bis ſheaves with him. Then will a ſong 

q praiſe be put into their mouths, even ſuch 
_ | that they may ling with the Pſalmiſt, He 
brought me up alſo out of an horrible pit, out 

of the miery clay, and ſet my feet upon à rock, 
and eſtabliſhed my goings: or Jonab's lan- 
guage, to whom we have referred in the 
former caſe, will ſuit them in their reflec- 
tions under the preſent ſcene, which is ve- 
xy different from the forementioned. , The 
waters compaſſed me about, even to the ſoul : 
the depth cloſed me round about, the weeds 
were wrapt about my head, I went down to 
the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with 
Ber bars was round about me for ever: yet haſt 
thou brought up my life from corruption, OLord 

my God. But tho' the purpoſe, the promiſe, 


* Pfal. cxxvi. 5, 6. P Pfal, xl. 2. 4 Jonah ii. 5, 6. 
* : —and 
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and the covenant of God be firm and im- 
moveable, ' and, though every individual 
member ſhares in the church's mercies, yet 
J will not ſay, this ſhall be the happy caſe 
of every lapſed believer in this life : God 
may ſee reaſon to cauſe ſome to go mourn- 

ing all their days after their fall; but if found 
at Chriſt's right hand at laſt, as they cer- 
tainly will, their light and joy will be ex- 
ceeding great. Again, 

The truth of the Contents of the ſecond 
effect, may be evidenced, by the continu- 
_ ance of ſpiritual life : had that no ſupply, no 

nouriſhment, it would ſoon be extinct, as 
well as the natural life, in like circumſtances. 
It might be as juſtly affirm'd, that the 
branch. in the vine, literally, hath no com- 
munication with the root, when it hath 
neither fruit nor leaves, and yet is living; 
as to deny conſtant communication of nou- 
riſhment, ſupport, and ſpiritual ſtrength be- 
twixt Chriſt, the root, and this branch, 
which is Kill ling and dependant upon 
him. 

Shall we ſay the natural man, animal na- 
ture has no dependance on God, no nouriſh- 

ment when we are ſick or weak ? or, that we 
receive no ſtrength from him, when we do 
not employ our ſelves in ſome action? ſure- 
ly no; neither let us then in the ſpiritual. 
The new man depends on, lives and receives 


from God, as much as the natural man, 
both 
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both in its waxings and wainings: Tho- 
God is not with it as a neceſſary agent, that 
muſt always operate according to its nature, 
to the utmoſt of its power. He is not 


with his people, as fire among combuſtibles, 
that neceſſarily conſumes. But, 


If we further conſider Union in a com- 
lex view of the metaphors, by which tis 
ſet forth, we ſhall ſee that there is, with 
Union, communication of ſpiritual nouriſh- 
ment and ſtrength ; and alſo, that the Spi- 
rit's influences, aids, the means, Sc. theſe 
are, 1n conſequence of Union, though "x 


continual, "eſpecially in degree. And, 


this caſe, we ſhall find, that many ci 
hors are made uſe of, becauſe no one me- 


| taphor ſufficiently ſets forth all the advan- 
tages that accrue to the ſoul by it; nor 


ves a full and clear view of the Un 


it ſelf. 
Further, by thus conſulting the meta- 


phors, we ſhall be inform'd, that Chriſt is 


the original ; or, that the honour of all the 
{oul hath, 1s, or doth, is from him, through 
him, and due unto him. He is repreſented 
by the prophet and apoſtles * „ as a founda- 
tion, a foundation ſtone : choſen, tried, ſure, 
precious, on whom we are built, and on 
whom we may fafely build. He 7s the chief 
corner ſtone : as this metaphor implics relation 
to, and Union with the other parts of the 


7 Ia. xxviii. 16. 1 Pet. ii. + 5. 1 Cor. ii. 11. 
building, 


— 0 
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building, ſo it teaches us, that thoſe united 
to Chriſt, have in him, ſupport, as in a ſure 
foundation ; compact and ſtrength, as in a 
chief corner ſtone. And, as the foundation 
of an edifice is many times hid, lies under 
round, remote from the natural eye, tho” 
the underſtanding hath a perception of it ; 
1 is the ſupport and ſtrength of the Chriſti- 
an; tis not obvious to every eye, though 
many do, and Chriſtians muſt perceive and 
cConfeſs, that they are upheld by the mighty 
power of God. As Chriſt is the founda- 
tion in this building, he is alſo ſaid to be the 
. top flone; ſhewing us, that he is the begin- 
ning and the end. Elſewhere we find this | 
metaphor carried further, . to the defign of 
the building: Aud ye are built upon the. 
foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, TFeſus 
Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner ſtone : 
11 whom all the building fitly framed together, 
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In 
whom you alſo are builded together, for an 
habitation of God, thro' the Spirit. Again, 
* Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God awelleth in you 2 
The advantages in the ſpiritual building con- 
ſidered in the whole, either as preſent, or 
future, each part hath a ſhare of. However 
great the honour, pleaſure, or profit of this 
ſpiritual temple may be, through the divine 
inhabitation, each living {tone hath, in its 
i * Eph. ii. 20-22, 1 Cor. iii. 16. chap. vi. 19. 
| - | re- 
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relation, fellowſhip therein: each ſtone 
thereof is glorious, and will be glorified; 
but how great the glory of the whole will 
be at laſt, we know not; oy honour ex- 
ceeds compariſon. 

Again, he is repreſented as hn vine, a 

We the branches; he the good olive, and 
we grafts therein ; which metaphor, to the 
advantages of ſupport and ſtrength, menti- 
oned, adds theſe ; life, nouriſhment, fat- 
neſs, a diſpoſition for growth, and bearing 

of fruit, the ſame in kind with the root, 
which is a peculiar advantage, and the very 
reverſe of grafting literally: * For if the 
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N firſt fruit be holy, the lump is alſo holy: and 
#4 if the root be holy, ſo are the branches. 
2 And if---thou being a wild olive- tree, wert 
We grafted in--and--partakeſt of the root and at- 
1 nes of the oli ve- tree. So he is held forth to 
1 us, as the bread of life, and water of life. 
if This metaphor of Union does not add an 
Wh advantage of Union more than the foremen- 
"TS _ tioned, except chearfulneſs; it imports nou- 
14 riſhment, and directs us te depend wholly 
11 on him, as the food, or ſupply of our ſouls; 
Wil and, as ſuch, by faith to be often receiving, 
WH embracing, or applying him, as we do food 
114 for the body. 
4 Again, he is the head of the 1 and 
14 we members, in which relation ſome did 
4 not eſteem him; therefore the apoſtle faith, 
vl | © Rom, xi. 16, 17. | 
11 8 And 
4/38 

44. 
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And not holding the bead, 27 which all 
the body, by joints and bands having nou- 
r1ſhment mini ſtred, and knit to gether, 41> 
 creaſeth with the increaſe of God : which 
_ repreſentation of Union with Chriſt, adds 
| to thoſe advantages included in the preceed- 
ing repreſentations ; theſe, viz, ſenſe, mo- 
tion, honour and government : and teaches 
us, that as the head of the natural body is 
the ſource of life and motion to the whole 
F the nerves and animal ſpirits having 
their riſe there; ſo; Chriſt is the fountain 
of ſpiritual life and motion to all thoſe who 
are united to him. 

Further, he is united to his Church, and 
to every individual member of it as a "Pas 
band: and this view gives the following ad- 

vantages; glorious exaltation! - Thy maker 
#s thine huſband, the Lord of hoſts is his name. 
Together with graciqus and righteous - 
rule, . — and ſupport, love and affection; 
I Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; ſhout, 
O daughter of Feruſalem : behold, thy ki ing 
tometh unto thee : he is juſt; and having fal 
vation and alſo, of adorning and proviſi= 
on; he has plenty of both, and: liberally 
hands forth, as is evident in the following 
repreſentation ; ; ! Now Then I paſſed by zhee, 
and looked upon thee, behold; thy time was 
the time of love, and I | ſpread my ſeirt over 


* Coll. 19. „ Thai. liv. 5. Zach. ix. 9. 
* Exel, xvi. e je 
=. thee, 
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tlee, and covered thy nakedneſs : yea, I fware 


0 undo thee, and entred into a covenant with 

I thee, ſaith the Lord God, and thou becameſt 

i mine. Then I waſhed thee with water : yea, 

{ T throughly waſhed away thy blood from thee, 

id and I anointed thee with cyl. I clothed thee alſo ; 
* oth broidred work, and ſbod thee with bad- . 

bl gers ſkin, and I girded thee about with fine 

#1 linen, and I covered thee with filk, I decked 

4d thee alſo with ornaments, and I put bracelets 

Fl upon thihe hands, and a chain on thy neck. 
1 And I put a Fewel on thy forehead, and ear- 

1 rings in thine ears, and a beautiful cream 
4 upon thine head. Thus waſt thou decked with 
4 gold and fikver, and thy raiment was of fine 
pit linen, and filk, and broidred work ; thou 
4 didft eat fine flour, and honey, and oyl : and 
wy. thou waſh exceeding beautiful: for thy 

14" beauty it was perfect, through my comelineſs 
Wil. put upon thee, ſaith the Lord.----It adds to 
14 theſe that of protection and ſecurity alſo; 5 
1 as elſewhere he faith ; And I ill make them : 
#4 fo lie down ſafely. And I will betroth thee N 
WH unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee un- | 
1 to me in righteouſneſs and in judgment, and | 
4 in loving-kindneſs, and in mercies, I will i 
5 betroth thee unto me in faithfulneſs, and thou 
1 ſhalt know the Lord. Again, ſpiritual rich- 
3) es are added hereby; as the ſpouſe has a | 
44 right to enjoy the temporal riches of her „ 
ml huſband ; fo, the believer has a right to all l 
1 J %%%%%Üö;ö—˙56ẽ10ðn 1 
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the bleſſings purchaſed by, and laid up in 
Chriſt. We have his name, and ſhall ſhare 
in his fulneſs: For as the body is one, and 
hath many members ; and all the members of 
that one body, being many, are one body: ſo 
alſo is Chriſt, If we are members with him, 
of that one body, we muſt needs, as mem- 
bers, participate of thoſe things appertain- 
ing to the body in general. Yea, his church 


bis bis body, the fullneſs of him that filleth 


all in all. And, ye are compleat in him, 


 whichis the head of all principalityund pows- 
er. With regard to theſe things, viz. his 
love, endowments, and their ſharing in his 
unſearchable riches, you may at leaſure turn 
over the book of Canticles. But having thus 
_ endeavoured to remove the objections againſt, 
and alſo to eſtabliſh the truth of this ſecond - 
effect, I proceed to conſider the third effec 


of this Union, 


Effect III. The third effect or conſequence 
of Union, is, preſervation in holineſs, or fi- 
nal perſeverance: wherein they ſhare the 
bleſſings of the new covenant ; one of the 
excellencies of which is, that ſupernatural 
aſſiſtance, which is convey'd by it unto be- 
lievers. This will appear more evident, by 
conſidering feveral particulars, And thus, 

1/#, The Union it ſelf is indiſſoluble, and 
is with the fountain of life, and all holineſs; 
"© x Coral, 12, Erh. i. 3. Col. i. 10, 


R 2 Though 


124 Happy Effects, or Glorious Effect III. 
Though I do not hereby intend, that the 
believer may not fall into ſin; or, that the 
principle of grace 1s always active and vic- 
torious. 
| "The . of the Uniah is exi- 
dent, on viewing the cauſe of it, viz. di- 
vine love or favour. *Tis in conſequence | 
of the Father's choice, and the covenant 
between Father and Son, and effected by þ.- 
the Holy Spirit. Now the purpoſe of Gd 
is as unchangeable as his nature, concerning 
which he declares, * I am the Lord, I 
_ change not. This immutability, as it is his 
glory, is, alſo, his peoples happineſs ; for, 
therefore the ſons of Joo are not con- 
med. 
Further, as his purpoſe is unchangeable, 
th covenant with the Son is inviolable, 
and, therefore, the bleſſings, granted to his 
= through Chriſt, cannot be removed 
rom them. The language of the Father \ 
is, * My mercy will J keep for him for ever- | 
— 5 and my covenant jhall tand faſt with 
him. His feed alſo, will J make to endure 
fer ever. Thus the purpoſe of God, the 
Covenant, the promiſe, all aſcertain "their 
final perſeverance, and the inviolableneſs of 
the Union. 
Again, this Union is effected by the Holy 
8 it who can preſerye it, and is given to 
abide i in every ſoul which is united to Chriſt, . 


# Ma fl. 6. * Plal, Loxxix: 28, 29. . 
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Effect III. Cunſeguences of this Union. 125 
by the power of God, in the impfantation 
of a living principle, or by grace derived, to, 
or into the foul, from Chriſt, by his agency. 

Such are not denominated as in the fleſh, 


but as in the Spirit, if jo be that the Spirit 
of God divell in them. © Now if any man 
* have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is nome of 


hrs: And if any man has the Spirit dwelling | 


in him, he is an abiding Spirit, and able to 


reſerve. And, to this feed, theſe per- 
Foo God hath ſaid, * I will put my Spirit 


_ within you, and cauſe you to walk in my fta- 


tutes ; and ye ſhall keep my judgments, and 
do them, He i not given to, doth not abide 
in them, as an idle ſpectator; but, as a 
_ comforter under trouble, a helper in time 
of need: ® The Spirit, alſo, helpeth our in- 
„„ 19 7 7 
Further, this Union is proof againſt men 
and devils aſſaults. As neither Father, Son, 
or Holy Spirit, will break this Union, the 
purpoſes of grace altering not; ſo neither 
can men or devils ſeparately, or conjointly 
break it. Concerning the ſacred Three, we 
may uſe the words of the Pſalmiſt; The 
counſel of the Lord flandeth for ever, the 
thoughts of his heart to all generations: and, 
accordingly, proceed to fay, in his language, 
concerning theſe united ones, Bleſſed is the 
nation whoſe God is the Lord: and the peo. 
e Rom. viii. 9. , Ezek. $xxvi. 27. 
2 Rom. viü. 26. Ffal. xxxiii. 1, 12. 
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126 Happy Effects, or Glorious Effect III, 
ple whom he hath choſen for his own inheri- 
tance. Yea, the language of the Lord to 


every ſuch foul, concerning the cauſe pro- 
ductive of this effect, is, I have loved thee 
with an everlaſting love: therefore with lov- 
ing kindneſs have I drawn thee. This love 


15 not, I conceive, call'd everlaſting with re-- 
gard only to its. being i in God; but alſo; in 


| reſpect of the time when fix d on the fub- 


ject, and on account of the immoveableneſs 
of it thence. Well then, this Union God 


will not break ! Now, 
We eaſily conclude men and devils can- 


not, with all their force and policy, break 
this Union; for what is ſaid of the church, 
is applicable here, * that the gates of hell ſhall 


not prevail againſt it; if nat againſt the 


whole, not againſt any part, to its final de- 
ſtruction. 


Wicked men, eee their rage or ma- 
lice may be, cannot: Be not afraid, faith 


our Lord, of them that kill the body, and 


after that, have no more that they can do. 
Neither can our corruptions diſſolve this 


Union, or cauſe it to be diſſolved, ſtrong as 


they are; Jeſus did not love, chooſe, die 
at an uncertainty, No; he knew what we 


were, before the imparting the divine prin- 


ciple, that unites, or in uniting, and how 


ungratefully we ſhould behave afterwards : > 
he knew what was the price he muſt pay 


1 Jer. XXXIi. 3. * Matth. xvi. 18. 1 Luke xii. 4 
+ rn | down, 
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down for our redemption, the purchaſe of us, 
and all our bleſſings: he knew what ſup- 


plies of grace muſt be handed torth from time | 


to time: he knows, he knew all men, and 

needed not that any ſhould teſtify of man : for 
he knew what was in man. And the ſame 
knowledge, that he declared of J/rael of 
old, may be applicable to ael now; I 
knew, faith the Lord, that thou wouldſt deal 
very treacherouſly, and waſt called a tranſ- 
greſſor from the womb. As he knew what 


we were, and what we would be, what 


ſupplies of grace muſt be handed forth, and 


all this previous to uniting us to himſelf; 
he will not ſuffer our corruptions to diſſolve 
our Union with him. What was the moving 
cauſe of beſtowing the fayour at firit, is, 
and ever will be a cauſe. of retaining it, and 
therefore he faith, For my name ſake will 
J defer mine anger, and for my praiſe will 
J refrain from thee, that I cut thee not 9 

So that while we reflect on our wünſggef 
ons and departures from him, with the deep- 
eſt abaſement of our ſelves, and abhorrence 
of our ſins: yet we may ſpeak forth the 
wonders of divine love, knowing until that 


be turn'd from its peculiar objects, this 
Union muſt remain. For I am, with the 
_ apoſtle *perſwaded, that neither death, nor 


hfe, nor angels, nor principaliti es, nor PoW- 


John ii. 24, 25. n Hai, xvii, s. Ver. 9. 
o Rom. viii. 38, 35. 1 0 


E —ͤ 
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ers, nor things pr profents nor things is come, 
wor betght, nor depth, nor any other creature, 


12 able fo ſeparate us from the love of 


God awhich is in 22 405 ſus our Lord. 
If this Union is indifloluble, then, as un- 


der the former effect has been ſhewn, there 


is a conſtant communication to maintain the 
divine principle, tho not always ſuch ex- 


citings or afſiſtances, as cauſe a produce of 
deſireable or ſultable actions, at all times; 


| yet, there ſhall be a reviving : though there 
falls into ſin, yet they ſhall not loſe 


— divine principle; and, as the root bears 


fruit, ſo hall it be again excited to, and 
drawn forth i in, proper acts. Grace, thou gh 
it may be weak in its degree, yet it is in a 
ſtate of progreſs, till it comes to perfection. 


24h, As this Union is indiſſoluble, and 
Union and communion are inſeparable; ſo 


their preſervation 1 in holineſs, or final perſe- 
verance is certain: further, as grace impart- 
ed, the divine principle implanted, the new 


ereature formed, denominates ſuch an holy | | 


feed, and grace cannot be corrupted, the 
divine principle imparted can't be loſt, the 


_ rew-creature can't die, the true believer can't . 
relapſe into a ſtate of unregeneracy ; the con- 


catenation of graces. compriz'd in either of 
the above terms ever remains. Jeſus told 
the Samaritan woman, that whoſoever 


drank of the water takon out of the well 


— their father Jacob 8 ſhould 21 


ein 3 
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| again; but, ſaith he, whoſoever drinketh of 


the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall never 


thirſt : but the water that I ſhall give him, 
ſhall be in him a well of water, [pringing 


up into- everlaſting life ?. Though there 
may be a remiſſion of action, there can be 


no amiſſion of the principle: and, 
Where the principle is, there can be no 


commiſſion of ſin, inconſiſtent with a prin- 


ciple of grace abiding in the ſoul; or, no 
ſin unto death, . e. not conſidered in the 


deſert, for fin deſerves death, every fin, the 
wages of fin is death ea, but in the event: 


they may be corrected for them, but ſhall not 


be' deſtroyed, Let us view the apoſtle 

fobn's words, as applicable to, and confirm- 
ing the point under conſideration ; when he 
faith, * Whoſoever is born of God doth not 
commit fin; for his feed remaineth in him 
and he cannot fm, becauſe he is born of God. 
* Whoſoever abideth in him [Chriſt] uneth 


not : whoſoever finneth, hath not ſeen him, 


neither known him. The apoſtle, tis plain, 
from ſeveral parts of the epiſtle, has no de- 
ſign in theſe words to teach us, that believ- 


ers live without ſinning; therefore, the 
words mult reſpect, either the degree of 
fin, the manner of finning, or the event : 


- nalen his words ſhould be carried to intend 
the divine principle, which, as tis holy 


= John 1 IV. 13, 14. q Rom. vi. 401. 


. | | : 
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led, remains impeccable. As to his intend- 


ng the degree of ſinning, this muſt not be 


Teſtrain'd to any particular fin with regard 

to magnitude, except that againſt the Holy 
SGhoſt; eminent believers having fallen into 

ſome of the groſſeſt of ſins. Certainly, it 
is to be hoped, perſons having received 
grace, do not multiply tranſgreſſions as others; 
neither can they, at all times, as others, ſin 
without ſome oppoſitions before, remorſe, 
or repentance afterwards; do not commit 
evil with greedineſs, as ſome do ; which he 
explains when he oppoſes it to the former 
words, He that commiteth fin, is of the de- 


ot: for the Zevil f Leap ohos the beginning; 
It 


continues in it, doth it With pleaſure, doth 
nothing elſe. However, it may, without 
any ſtrain, be applicabie to the event, that 


whoſoever is born of God, finneth not unto 


death; If any man fin, faith our author, 


We . an advocate with the Father, 22 | 


Chrift the ri ghteous : And be is the propiti- 
| ation for our fins. 

There are many ſins we commit, ſome, 
after many ſtruggles, much oppoſition; ſome, 
through ſurprize ; we are hurried into them 
eber we are aware; theſe are our infirmities; 
and there are ſome we commit other ways. 
And thus we flide and fall; yet we ſhall 
riſe again by repentance, through faith of 
the operation of the Spirit: 4 juft man 


: John iii. * 1 John ii. 1, 2. ” Prov. xxiv. 16. 
| 1 or 1 985 
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falleth ſeven times, and riſeth up again. * The 


anointing which ye have recerved of him, 
abideth.in you. The grace of the Spirit, will 
make theſe branches, finally, victorious: not- 
withſtanding, all the temptations to which 
they are expoſed. He joins his aid for their 
aſſiſtance, and they overcome ; ? becauſe 
greater is he that is in you, than he that is 
in the world. So that, amidſt all their falls 
and foils, it may be ſaid of them, as it was 
formerly of the Romans, that,” They were 
 Jometimes, 'tavas true, overcome in battle, but 
never in war. AS with Union indiffoluble, 
there is commnnion of a never dying princi- 
ple of grace, and at certain ſeaſqns divine 
aids; fo, they ſhall perſevere in holineſs, 
and conquer at laſt: * Nay, we ſhall be more 
| Zhan conquer ois, through pam that loved us. 
But, again, 
3dly, The preſervation in Babes or final 
perſeverance, of thoſe united to Christ, ap- 
pears evident; as the deſign of Union, or 
the implantation of the divine principle is 
holineſs, or their ſanctification. Therefore, 
they are broken from the wild olive, and 
engrafted into the good, and partake of the 
fatneſs thereof; for chat end Jeſus died, * gave 
Himſelf for his church, that he might ſandti- 
fy and cleanſe it, with the waſhing of water 
by the Word: He dicd to E 2 pecu- 
#3 John i it, 27. I John iv. 4. 2 Rom. viii. 37. 


2 Eph. v. 26, 2 Tit. li, 14. ; 
8 2 >, __ 
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liar people, zealous of good works'; for that 
end, there is a ſtock of grace laid up in him 

yea, © all fullneſs; he is * full of grace and 
truth. And hence, Chriſt propounds the 
. graces of the Spirit, as waters that never 
fail, that the foul ſhall never thirſt ©, or be 
totally, or finally deprived of ; but they ſhall 
ſpring up into everlaſting life . And, 
If their holineſs and fanCtification, be the 
deſign ,of Union and the implantation of the 
divine principle, and if they are to be preſent- 
ed without ſpot, they muſt be preſerved in 
Holineſs ; and fo, they were given to Chriſt s; 
Who hath ſpiritual and eternal life to give 
to whomſoever he will: yea, there is, if 
poſſible, yet an additional ſecurity of their | 
preſeryation ; they are 1n the Father's hands, 
® whence none is able to pluck them; and i are 
Santtified by God the Father, and preſerved 
in TFeſus Chriſt. 

The deſign of their being made living 
ſtones, and fo laid on Jeſus the foundation, 
Was, that they might be a ſpiritual houſe, 
an holy prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual fax 
crifices; or, as the apoſtle ſpeaks of Jeſus, 
and thoſe to him united, To whom, i. e. 
Chriſt, coming, as unto a living ſtone, faith 
he, dzJallow'd indeed of men, but choſen of 
Ged and precious, ye, alſo, as lively fones, 


E Col. 8 John i. 5 e John vii. 38, 39+ 
f John iv. 14. s Chap. xvii. 12, Chap. x. 29 
ö 28 iet. 4 5. | | 
are 
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are built up a ſpiritual houſe, an holy prieſt | 
hood, to offer up ſpiritual facriices, accepta- 
Ble to God by Jeſus Chriſt, And ſhall theſe 
ceaſe? ceaſe totally and finally? Shall the 
_ . purpoſe of God become of none effect? 
2e are, faith the apoſtle, à choſen genera- 
tion, a royal prieftbood, an holy nation, a pe- 


culiar people; that ye ſhould jſhew forth the 


praiſes of him who hath called you out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous light. Will nof 
God preſerve his dwelling, his temple, his 
| choſen people, his prieſts, that offer up ſpiri- 
_ tual ſacrifices? Will not he, that is able, keep 
from falling, or reſtore them when fallen ? 75 
ſurely he will. | 

They muſt be abun from total and | 
final falling, or the moſt eaſy apprehenſion 
of the deſign, repreſented to us in their rege- 


neration, will become fruſtrate. They muſt 


be preſerved ; the work of grace carried on: 
n For . we are his workmanſhip, created in 
Chrift Feſus unto good works, which God hath | 
before ordained, that we ſhould awalk in them. 
Is it not as caſy with God, to eſtabliſh his 
ordinances with his people, as he hath done 
with the heavens, that have continued ſo 
long? hath he ſpoken in vain? No, no; 
His people, thoſe united to Chriſt, were, 
are, and will be preſerved * by the mighty 
power of God, through TM unto nn 
Further, = 
1 pet. ii. 9. ® Eph, ii. 10. a1 Pet. 5: 
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4thly, Preſervation in holineſs, or final 
ſeverance, follows Union: for, as united 

to Chriſt, they have the Spirit ſent down 1n- 

to their hearts; ; whereby, they plead with 

God as ſons, crying, Abba, Father, The 
Spirit refiding within, makes interceſſion 

for them, helping their infirmities, inditing 

ſuitable petitions, preſenting proper objects, 
for the exciting of the divine nature imparted 
to becoming action: and by his continual 

or repeated aids and ſupply, the whole f 

the myſtical body maketh increaſe; and ſo, 
alſo, does each member. Thus we have 
the apoſtle” s example to dire& our prayers 
to God; that he would grant us, accord- 
ing to the riches of hts glory, to be e firengthned 
aorth might, by his Spirit, in the inner 
man. 

Yea, Chriſt dwells i in them by his Spirit, 

and they abide in him. Thus he comfort- 

ed his diſciples, and with them. comforts 

all believers ever fince, by telling them, I 

will pray the Father, and he ſhall give you 

another comforter, that be may abide with 
you for ever. And, as the 'Spirit abides in 
ſuch, and Jeſus Chriſt; by the Spirit ; ſo, 
alſo, they abide in Chriſt : * He that keep. 
erb his commandments, dwelleth in him, and 
he in him: and hereby we know that he [Jeſus 

. abideth in us, by the *. which he hat 

given us. 


* Eph. ii. 16. e John xiv, i6. 7M gt 15 
1185 = gall, 
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Again, genuine evangelical obedience 1s 
an evidence of the divine power, favour, 


and inhabitation, wherever tis found; all 


which 1s manifest in the very being of, 


or connected with Union. * Wheſoever ſhall. 


confeſs that Jeſus is the Son of God, G 


dwelleth in him, and he in God. The Holy. 
Spirit, at firſt, enters the ſoul by his graci- 
ous and powerful operation, working faith, 
love, and every grace; afterwards: dwells in 
the ſoul, as Chriſt alſo doth by him, to re- 
new, purify and ſanctify; ſo we read of the 
renewings of the Holy Ghoſt, * and, that ye 


put on the new man, which after God is crea- 


ted in ri ohteouſneſe, and true holineſs. Is not 


Chriſt in them to keep them? can we ſuppoſe 


his members can be torn from him by vio- 


lence, or totally alienated by fin ? How ten- 


der is man of all his members! how ready to 


preſerve the ſmalleſt, or the leaſt uſeful, to 


the utmoſt of his power | and, can we ſup- 
poſe Chriſt to be indifferent about any of 
the members of his body? Surely no; he is 
touch'd with a feeling of our infirmitis 
Did he lay down his life for the ſheep, i 

he. united to them, and will he ſuffer the 


wolf to devour ? Doth not God dwell in 
them, even the Father? hath he not taken 


them for * ſons and daughters, and will he 
not cauſe them to walk in his. ſtatutes and 


judgments? Are they not the temple of the 


John iv. 5. * Eph.iv, 24. f 2 Cor, vi. 18. 


living 
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living God ? * as God hath ſaid, I will dell 
in them, and walk in them ; and Twill bs their 


God, and they ſhall be my peaple, Who ſhall, 
what ſhall cauſe him to revoke his fentence ? > 


Nothing : he ſpake the word, and it ſtands 
faſt for ever. Hath he pronounced them his 
ſons, and ſhall they become the children of 
Belial ? ſurely nay. The conſolation of 
his people of old, is a cordial for theſe now; 
” For the mountains ſhall depart, and the 
hills be removed, but my kindneſs ſhall not 


. depart from thee, neither ſhall the covenant 
75 my peace be removed, faith the Lord, that 


th mercy on thee. Bleſſed be God, that 
poſſeſſion once taken of the foul, by him, 
in his inhabitation, is never loſt! though, 


many times, the views of it may, 


J further add, the Holy Spirit dwells in 
thoſe united to Chriſt; as a ſanctifying, ſealing, 


and witneſſing Spirit: he is their ſanctifier. 
The apoſtle Peter ſpeaking of purification 


in obedience to the truth, expreſſes himſelf 
thus, Seeing you have purified your ſouls 


nm obeying the truth through the Spirit. And, 


ſhall he abide in the foul as ſuch, and his 


operations, aids, or influences be totally and 


finally ſuſpended ? it cannot be ; the gifts 


and callings of God are without repentance, 


and ſo are his deſigns. 
He abides in them as a ſeal, a diſtinguiſh- 


ing mark, that they are ſeparated for holy 


2 2 Cor. vi. 16.  Ifai, liv. 10, Z* 1Pet. i. 22. 
jk ule, 
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uſe, and a certain evidence of their future 
happineſs ; whence they are caution'd, not 
to grieve? the Holy Spirit, whereby they are 
ſealed to the day of , the laſt day, 
the time of the glorious completion of all 
their happineſs : the Spirit of God cannot 


ſeal to a thing as certain, that is not; nei- 
ther can any, ratified wich the ſeal of hea- 8 
ven, as the heirs thereof, loſe, either tie 


or poſſeſſion. 
He is with them as a Sid, * The hi- 


rit it ſelf beareth witneſs with our Sprrit, 


that cue are the children of God, He is gi- 
ven as the firſt-fruits of the heavenly inheri> 
tance, in that peace, love, joy, holy triumph 3 
he cauſes them, at ſome ſealons, to partake 
of, and ſhall not the harveſt be ſecure } ? Shall 


they relapſe again into a ſtate of wrath and 
eternal damnation ? Then it would be diffi- 


cult to prove, that the gifts and callings of 


_ God are without repentance. Again, 
Fh, The prayer or interceſſion of Chriſt 
for them, as his given ones, his members, 
his ſpouſe, is an abundant evidence of their 
final perſeverance. Does the Father hear 
him at all times? Ves, he does; grants his 
requeſts, gives him the defire of his ſoul. 
Well then, he prays they may be kept from 


the evils of the world; that they may be 


kept through the Father's name ; that they 
may be one in them, in ſome likeneſs as 


7, Bph. iv. 0 - Rod viii. 16, 


M9” 
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138 - Happy Effefts, or Glorious Effect III. 
the Father in him: I in them, and thou in 
me. Jeſus pleads his blood, his merits ; 
with theſe he goes, is gone into the holy 
place. He pleads for them as his members, 
his purchaſe; and how earneſt and oppor- 
tunely he doth it, under theſe views, our 

thoughts eaſily ſuggeſt, How ſhould we 
plead, where we had intereſt, and could pre- 
wall by pleading, for a mernber of our body 
to bo ſpared, or preſerved unto us; or for 
our dear bought purchaſe to be ſecured from 
waſte or deſtruction? And, 

From what has been hinted, we may 
* conclude, his prayer or plea is with certain 
ſuccels ; and, herein they rejoice, and un- 


der preſſures, encourage their ſouls, in that 


> if any man fin, wwe have an advocate wit! 

the Father, even Jeſus Chriſt the righteous. 
'The Author to the Hebrews is confident, 
that Jeſus is able to ſave them unto the 8 


termoſi, that come unto God by him; ſeeing 


he ever liveth to make interceſſion for them. 
Surely thoſe united to him, are ſuch as come 
unto God by him; and, as he is able, their 

relation ſpeaks his willingneſs to fave them ; d 
and he has, as we have ſeen before, made 
interceſſion for them, and he, now, lives to 
do it. They ſhall i perſevere: to the end. Vet 


again, 


2 John xvii. 9, 11, 22, 23. b 1 ſohn ii. 1. 
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-6thly, This Effect or conſequence of Uni- 
on we have been pleading for, is further 
evident, from their having, through him, 
an intereſt in all the promiſes of the cove- 
nant of grace: thoſe promiſes are many, 
and full; and may well be called exceeding 


great and precious promiſes. There are, 


among various, ſome adapted to this of pre- 
ſervation in holineſs, or final perſeverance ; 

ſuch as theſe, the fear of God to be put 
into their hearts; the manifeſtations of him 
. ſelf to them, and that he will afford all need- 
ful ſupplies. There are promiſes to them 
of good, of heaven, and happineſs; yea, 

. the full enjoyment of God, through Chriſt, 

in manſions afore prepared * ; 4; of the parti- 
cipations of thoſe joys that are in the pre- 
ſence of God, of the pleaſures that are at 
His right hand, which, with regard to the 
greatneſs, number, or exquiſiteneſs, are as 
yet unknown : Fur fince the beginning of * 
the world, men have not heard, nor perceived 
Ey the ear, neither hath the eye ſeen, O God, 
beſides thee, what he hath prepared for him 
that waiteth for him. Now, could this 
Union be diſſolved, grace be totally loſt, or 
the ſoul not finally perſevere, theſe things 


Could not be theirs, nor they enjoy them ; 


but, on the contrary, the portion of the 


| unbeliever muſt be their lot. But, bleſſed 


: John x xiv..2.  * Ifai. Ixiv. 4. 
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be God, this cannot be the caſe; the pro- 
miſes in Chriſt Jeſus are all yea, and in him 
amen, unto the glory of God by us; of whom 
are all the united 7 Chrift Feſus, who "" 
: God is made unto us wi ſdom, and ri * | 


1 * and ſanctification, and redemption e. 5 
Ĩk hey are denominated ſuch to whom the. 


promiſes belong. Through the influence of 
the Spirit, when grace is in exerciſe, they 
are ready each of them to ſay to God, as 
the Pſalmiſt, I have inclined my heart to 
perform thy fatutes alway, even unto the end. 
Twas by the fame gracious influence and 
aſſiſtance, that the apoſtle had to ſay, at 
the cloſe of life, I have Fought a good fight, 

DP Pave fin! ſhed my courſe, I have kept the 
 Jaithy Henceforth there is laid up for me 
4 cron F righteouſneſs, which the Lord 

_ the righteous judge ſhall give me at that 

| day: and, by the fame Spirit proceeds o 

Ae us, it ſhall be given not to hi * 

but unto all them a 2 that * Ug [7 

Lord's] appearing, * I 

They are Marinated fich to wi A om — 
promiſes of perſeyerance belong: they are 

Called, the righteous that hall abide in the 

tabernacle” -of- the Lord, and dwell in his 
4 * hilly as he ſhall that k walten uprightly, + 

2d 4 hor Roth. raghteouſgleg;, and fpeaketh the 
5 Sal "21. Þ . 1 
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Chriſt, are the perſons whoſe e are 
clean: and when the enquiry is made by 
the Pſalmiſt, Who ſhall aſcend into the hill 
of the Lord 1 And, who ſhall ſtand in his holy 
place ? The an ſwer is, -he that hath clean 
hands, and a pure heart ; who hath nat lift up 
is ſoul to vanity, nor Hoorn decertfully, And 
*tis further, by way of encouragement, aſ- 
ſurance, and deſcription, added, He hall 
receive the bleſſing from the Lord, and ri 855. 
 Feouſneſs from the God of his ſalvation. This 
7s the generation of them that ſcel bim, 
Theſe united ones are the juſt as juſtified, 
whoſe path 7s the ſhining Iight, that ſhineth 
more and more unto: the perfet# days © I They 
are the perſons poſſeſt of faith: and, views 
ing any of the promiſes exhibited, in a con- 


ditional form, has not God engaged to work Ry - | 


thoſe things in them? has he not ſaid, I 
Dill make an everlaſting covenant with them, 
that I will not turn away from them, to 4o 


5 =. them good; but Iwill put my fear in their 


hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me 2? 
Has he engaged his preſence, and the im- 
plantation of his fear, for ſuch purpoſes? 
And will not the Spirit excite and inable 
them, at times, and in a meaſure, to per- 
form thoſe things he deſires? He will, We 


are encouraged hereupon to work out ut 


Dan with fear and W 8 For ON | 


2 Pfal. xk 3-6. 8 Ly Jer. xxxii, 6. +, | 
e "aA * DE 
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7s God which worketh in you both to will and 
to do, of his good pleaſure. : 
e have, in one paſſage concerning their 5 
ane the power of God, the purpoſe 
of God, and the means Join'd together, 

thus, Who are kept by the power of God, 
| through faith unto ſalvation, ready to be re- 
_ wealed in the laſt time. IT heir head has pro- 
miſed, he will never leave nor forſake them. 
And will. „he always hide his face? Ever 
chide? He will not ſurely! He will ap- 
pear, afford them ſupply, tho they may 
have fallen by their iniquities, and walked 
in the dark; and then their language will be, 
*1 con do all things through Chriſt, whi © 
 ftrengthneth me. Repentance and remiſſion 
of fins are his to give, Him hath God ex- 
alted with his right hand to be @ prince and 


{i ſaviour, for to give repentance to Tſrael, and 


Forgrveneſs of fins, Is he thus exalted, and 
with ſuch defign, and have not they already 
ſhar'd the blefling, and ſhall they not again? 
He has compaſſion, he will remember and 
commiſerate his members. 

It muſt; be confeſt, though Gd perth. 
| verance be a conſequence of Union, yet the 
| ſenſe and apprehenſion of Union, and ſo of 

: conſequence, may be greatly interrupted 


a darken d, th Dug the aboundin 85 of 


» 1 pet. i 5. v Heb. xiii. „ 4 Phil. i iv. 13. 
A . . 


cCeorrup- 
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corruptions, falls into fin, ſore diſtreſſes, and 
divine withdrawments at ſuch ſeaſons. A few 
examples will evince this fully, and ſet it in 
a clear light. Irael of old complain'd God 
did not regard or anſwer their prayers; and 
they receive for anſwer, * Your iniquities 
have ſeparated between you and your God, 
and your fins have hid his face from you, 
that he will not hear. Heman's caſe ſeems 
like what we have mentioned; * Lord, 
ſays he, why caſteſt thou off my ſoul ? why 
hideſt thou thy face from me? I am afflicted 
and ready to die, from my youth up: while I 
ſuffer thy terrors, T am diſtracted. And Da- 
vids language, after a grievous fall into fin, 
was, Reftore unto me the oy of thy ſalvation: 
and uphold me with thy free Spirit. Deli- 
ver me from blood-guiltineſs, O God, thou 
God of my ſalvation: and my tongue ſhall ing 
aloud of thy righteouſneſs ws. 

Yea, the ſenſe and apprehenfion of Uni- 
on, and its conſequences, may not only be 


5 weaken' d and darkened; but a ſaint may 


queſtion either. The influences of it on 
the ſoul may be ſuſpended for a time, the 


ſenſible effects and benefits, yea, the com- 


forts of Union may diſappear for a ſeaſon; 
yet the Union is nevertheleſs indiſſoluble 
and inſeparable. This is much as the caſe 
Was with Chriſt, when about to ſuffer, and 
Ii. lx. 2. Pfl. Ixxxviii, 14, 119. 
5 Pfal, li. 125 14. 
when 
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when ſuffering on the croſs : there was then 
an interruption of thoſe joys the Deity had 
convey'd to the ſoul, and, when wrath en- 
ter'd, thence. proceeded that amazing cry, 
My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
me? Vet the Union between the divinity 
and humanity of our Lord was firm, and 
tze humane nature was ſupported by the 
_ deity or divine. So the faint under chaſtiſe.. 
ent, may, enquire, as our Lord, ar expreſs 
_ himſelf with Job, faying, I go forward, 
but he is not there; and backward, but I can 
nut perceive him: on the left hand where 
be doth work, but I cannot behold him; he 
 badeth himſelf on the right hand, that I can- 
nut ſee him + Yet tis the power communi. - 
cated by Union with his head Chriſt Jeſus, 
that upholds his ſpiritual life, and enables 
him to enquire in deed after a God that 
- > hides his face. I cloſe this Effect of Union, 
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| | cauſe, I labour. However, as many of you 
2 as have received Chriſt, He ? ſhall alſo con 
firm you unto the end, that ye may be blameleſs 


Job xciii. 8, 9. 1 Cor. i. 4, 5. 2? Ver. 8, 9. 
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in the day of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. God is 
faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fll- 
 towſhip of his ſon Feſus Chriſt our Lond. 
Thus am I led to, x 


Effect IV. The laſt Effect, or ons 

5 Union with Chriſt, which is glorification: 
the remoteſt of the golden links, or joy- 
ful conſequences, which are the reſult of, or 

certainly follow this Union ; 1s elorification, 
nn the extenſive ſignification of the term. 
_ God is faithful, who hath called them into 

tellowſhip wich his Son; and, as this holy 
cCulling is the refult of purpoſe, ſo there was 
an end deſign'd, and that hath been declared 
God has not left ought for man to find after 
him: Tor, whom þ. did predeſtinate, them 
he alſo called : and whom he called; them he 
a 700 uftified : and whom he juſtified, them he 
_ alſo glorified. Theſe things are ſo linked, 
and joined together, in the deſign and pur- 
poſe of God, that where one of them is, 


there either is, or ſhall be the other: the + 


ſou] that is the ſubject of one, ſhall be of all, 

_ Glorification is conſidered either imme- 

date, in this preſent life, or at the termina- 

tion thereof, or at the glorious morn of the 

reſurrection, which is perfect and compleat. 
What is conſidered as immediate glorifi- 


cation, is either perſonal and ann, =_— 


relative __ perfect. 


1 Rom. viii. 30. 


3 1 
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'Tis perſonal and imperfect, as their ſanc- 
tification in this life is, and is ever commen- 
ſurate with the meaſure of grace receiv'd, 
the exerciſe of it, and the privileges confer- 
| wed. be ri ghteous f is more excellent than 
his neighbour. Theſe holy ones are the 
excellent ones of the earth*; and they are 
the more viſibly, or eminently ſo, as their 
gre ces are drawn out into exerciſe ; there- 
fore ag the apoſtle faith, *© Seek that yg may 
. 0 to the edifying of the church ; watch, 
ſtrive, that ye may be blameleſs, and 
. eſs, the ſons of God, without rebuke, 
in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe nation, 
among whom ye ſhine as lights in the world, 
This is, certainly, our glory, to excel; this 
excelling i is ſtill proportionate to grace re- 
ceiv d, and grace in exerciſe : this is glory, 
reſulting from a privilege conferred, as it 


was given to us; and fo, alſo, is the wy . 


or honburof relation to Chriſt, as members ; 

to God, as ſons or daughters; of being the 

favourites of heaven, denizens of the beſt, 
and moſt honourable city. But, 

If we view glorifioation as relative, tis 
then perfect at once. We are no ſooner 
join'd in Union, become members of his 

myſtical body, but we are glorified in our 
| head. For, whether one member ſi! ZHers, 
all the members fit ſuffer with eit: or one mem- 


X 2 Prov. xii. 26. b Pſal. xvi. 2. © x Cor. xiv. 12. 
| © Phil. ii. 15. © Cor, xii. 26, 27. | | 


ber 
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ber be honoured, all the members rejoice with 
1t. This 15 the caſe of the body natural, 
and analogous hereunto is the body myſti- 
cal, Now ye are the bedy of Chriſt, faith 
the apoſtle, and members in particular. And 
_ elſewhere, Je are compleat in him, which 
is the head of all principality and power. 
Yea, as united to him, they are made now, 
by God, 0 fit together in heavenly places 


in Chriſt Feſus : he, their head and repre- 


ſentative being ſet down on the right hand 
of the MajMy on high: he, with whom 
their life 1s "hid. is aſcended above ; yea, he 
is clothed with majeſty and honour. 15 
Again, at death the foul is made perfect 
in holineſs, and enters into the joy of the 
Lord: at the reſurrection, the foul and bo- 
dy are perfect in holineſs, and enter into 
compleatneſs of glory. 
Ihe proofs of glorification 1 an effect 
or conſequence of Union, are much the 
fame as thoſe mention'd under the former 
heads. Union itſelf is glory or honour, as 
it is a divine favour conferred upon the ſub- 
jects; or ſuch a real action of the divine be- 

ing, as tranſlates the ſubjects from a miſe- 
rable and baſe eſtate, to one glorious and 
happy. * Happy is that people that is in ſuch 
a caſe : yea, happy 1s that people, whoſe 
Cod is the Lord. 

Grace 1s the LEVERS of, or rather the 


Col. ii. tas, f Eph. ii. 6. 8 Pal. exliv. 15. 
85 U 2 intro» 
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introduction to glory. Tis very excellent in 
it ſelf, truly glorious. At its very entrance 
of the ſoul it obtains a victory, breaks the 
dominion of ſin, and gains ſome triumphs 
over it. Grace is an earneſt, a certain pledge 
of glory; growth in grace is an increaſe of 
holineſs, and holineſs is compleat only in 
perfect glory. Thoſe united to Chriſt, have 
thoſe graces wrought in them, that are the 
firſt fruits of the Spirit, part of the har- 
veſt or compleatneſs of grace that will fol- 
lo, and foretaſts of the heavenly blefledneſs, 
Theſe beget in them thoſe longings the apo- 
ſtle mentions, when he ſays, Our, Jelves 
alſo, which kave the firſt fruits of the Spirit, 
even doe our ſelves groan within our ſelves, 
"waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemp- 
tron of our body, or perfect and compleat 
glorification. 
Under this head I ſhall conſider briefly, 
the proofs of the united's eternal glorifica- 
tion; then their advances towards it in ſeve- 
Ta ſtages thereof. And the 
© 1Iff, Proof is drawn from the love he 
bears to them, his members; no man ever 
yet hated his own fleſh ; and from the de- 
light he has in them, manifeſted in his re- 
Joicing in the view of their being thus united 
to him, The delights that he had with the. 
Father before the worlds were formed, did 
not hinder him from viewing and ra” 


Rom. viii. 23, Prov. viii. 31. 


In 
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in the habitable parts of his earth: and my 
_— ſays Wiſdom, were with the ſons of 
His was a Love, that ſorrows and ſuf- 

— beheld previous to this vital 3 
conjugal Union, could not allay. Tis 
love that has been tried, ſorrows manifold 
could not quench it. Many waters cannot 
ench love, neither can the floods drown it: 
my flame that will ſurmount, go through, 

or be viſible on the ſurfaces af difficulties. 


Death could not quench it, having loved 


his own, which were in the world, he loved 
them unto the end : he ſtill loves them; he 
loved them not only to the end of his life, 
when expiring on the croſs, but to the end 
of their lives, and will love them through 


all eternity. 
is a fix'd immoveable love, the powers 


” darkneſs, with all their policy and force, 


could not cauſe it to alter : no; neither did 
the ſtroke of divine juſtice cauſe it to remove 
from its objects; but, on the contrary, he 
ſeem'd to haſten to meet it, to finiſh his 
great deſign, and give the ſtrongeſt evidence 

of love. How full of love is this expreſhon, 

= T have a baptiſm to be baptized with, allud- 

ing to his dreadful ſufferings, and how am I 

ftraitned till it be accompliſhed. 

IiIs a love manifeſted not only in laying 


down his * Jife for the ſheep, but alſo in _ 
Cant. viii. 7. =P 1 I, m en = 


John x. 15. bleſſings 


150 Haßpy Efeds, or Glorious Effect 7 
bleſſings and gifts beſtowed; he gives no leſs. 
than the thing we are pleading for. 1 give. 
unto them, faith he, eternal life, and they 
ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them 
out of my hand. This love is further mani- 
teſted in their cloathing and array; the 
church faith, ” 7 201 greatly rejoice in the 
Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my God, 
for he bath cloathed me with the garments of 
ſalvation, he hath covered me with a robe of 
righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom decketh him me = 
with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth her- 
felf with jewels. There is a wonderful uni- 
formity in Chriſt's love, and the effects or 
produce of it. _ As 'tis the higheſt love, it 
has done the greateſt things, purchaſed hea- 
ven, and endowed them with the inheritance; 
and, while they remain as heirs under age, 
not being i in full perſonal poſſeſſion, and are 
clad and deck d ſuitably, his ſpeech is moſt 
endearing, full of love and affection: the 
book of Canticles abounds with expreſſions 
full of kindneſs, ſuch as theſe, my fair one, 
my love, my dove, my unde e. my ſiſter, my 
ſpouſe, and the like. But 
Ih! he greatneſs of this. love, is further ma- 
nifeſted in the ſympathy he has with them 
in their ſorrows and ſufferings ; he calls from 
heaven with an audible voice, and awful 
diſplay of majeſty, to one when intent on 
deſtruction, * Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou 
John x. 28. o Iſai. lxi. 10. Acts ix. 4. 
| ET iis; 
J 
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me? he. owns them, and his relation to them, 
calls them himſelf and is tender of them 
as a man of his members; looks on himſelf 
offended, when any violence is uſed to them, 
or contempt caſt upon them *. Tho he be 
aſcended, yet he is not ſuch * an high-prieft 
which cannot be touched with a feeling of our - 

nfirmities. As by his 1/rael, formerly, in 


- their wilderneſs ſtate, when in his love and 


his pity he redeemed them, and he bare 


3 them, and carried them all the days of old; 


ſo now doth he by all his members, whom 
he ſtiles hzs lambs, Þ1s Jewels, his eule de- 
„ 
The deſire 2 hath ſhewn, yea, ſtill re- 
tains, that they may be with him, to behold 
his glory, is a further evidence of their eter- 
nal glorification, or future everlaſting hap- 
pineſs: he is gone before to prepare à place 
for you: and he has thus promiſed, Iwill come 
again, and receive you unto my {9 that 
where I am, there you may be alſo 
cordially does he expreſs himſelf to his diſ- 
ciples, when ready to depart from them 
for a ſeaſon! ſurely, the language is ſuited 
to his behaviour to every member: 11 
forth, faith he, I call you not ervants 3 
the ſervant tnoweth not what his Lord s 
but ] have called you friends; 8 all things 
that I have Heard of my father, T have made 
* 1 Cor. xii. 26. Feb. iv. 15. John xiv. 3. 


v Chap. xv. 15, 16. pl 
| | known 
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known unto you. Ye have not choſen me, but 
I have choſen you, and ordained you, that you 
WM ſhould go and bring forth fruit, and that 
your fruit ſhould remain : that whatſbever ye 
4 ſhall aſe of the Father in my name, he may 
[. cnn cc EE 
; Let me add hereunto his conſolating news 
to his diſciples, or rather the aſſurance he 
gave them, of what they were before ac- 
quainted. with; and, in aſſuring them, he 
doth aſſure all his members alſo. And this, 
faith our Lord, is the will of him that ſent 
me, that every one which ſeeth the Son, and 
believeth on him, may have everlaſting life: 
and I will raiſe him up at the laſt day. Again, 

* the Fatber himſelf loveth you, becauſe ye 
4 have loved me, and have believed that I came 
3 out from God. If God be for us, who ſhall. 

E be againſt us? who can prevail againſt us? 

What force, what fraud, ſhall prevent us of ,- - 
the blefling? How well adapted are the 
words of the Pfalmiſt, and how ſuitable for 
every member of Jeſus to take up. The 
Lord is my light, and my ſalvation, whom 
| ſhall I fear? The Lord is the ſtrength of my 
 hife, of whom ſhall I be afraid. Therefore 
the holy confidence of the church or pro- 
phet is agreeable under any diſtreſſes : ? 7 will. 
took unto the Lord: I will wait for the God 
of my ſalvation : my God will hear me. 
Which laſt phraſe, I apprehend, includes 
D Icqhn vi. 40. 2 Chap. xvi. 27. ? Mic. vii. 7- 
= 1 NV anſwer⸗ 


* 
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anſwering. It is ſo, God is for them, thus 
loving of them, who is almighty, and all- 
ſufficient; and, therefore, if they are not 
eternally glorified, this love muſt remove, 
become fruſtrate in its deſign, or become 
unactive: which things are contrary to all 
paſt behaviour, the experience of the ſaints, 


and the teſtimony of ſcripture ; . they muſt 


be finally happy. And thus am I led to 
another proof. The 3 
2d. Proof of their eternal glorification, 

is, The indiſſolubility of their Union «with 
Chrift, and the conſequence thereof, which 1s 
the neceſſity of” their being with him, when. 
time ſhall ceaſs. The indiſſolubility of the 
Union has been attended to already; I ſhall 
now attend to the neceflity of their being 
with him when time ſhall ceaſe. And here 
I will not ſpend your time in fruitleſs en- 
quiries, what God might have done, or what 
was in his power to do; but attend to what 
he has done, reſolved to do, and reveal'd 
to us. : 1 
And then God hath inform'd us, that 
he hath prepared two places, for the final, 
_ everlaſting reception of all the ſons and 
daughters of Adam, all, every living foul 
that has been, now is, or ſhall be on the 
face of the earth, whether high or low, rich 
or poor, This the following paſſages ot 
ſcripture fully prove. I is appointed unto 
z Heb. ix. 1% e 
X men 
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nen once to die, but after this the judgment. 
* Tophet is ordain'd of old: yea, for the king 
1 is prepared, he hath made it deep and large: 
the pile thereof is fire and much wood, the 
breath of the Lord, like a ſtream of brim- 
fone, doth kindle it. Mam F them that ſleep 
in the duſt of the earth 0 awake, ſome to 
everlaſting life, and ſome to ſhame and everlaſt- | 
ing contempt. Again, Chriſt hath told us, 

that © when the Son of man ſhall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then 
ſhall he fit upon the throne of his glory. And 
before him ſhall be gathered all nations; and 
he (hail ſeparate them one from another, as 

a ſhepherd arvideth his ſheep from the goats. 
The iſſue of which ſeparation, is given us in 
the cloſe of that account : And theſe ſhall 
go away into everlaſting puniſhment ; but the 
righteous into life eternal. "Theſe ſcriptures 
indicate a reſurrection, and appearance be- 
fore Chriſt the judge, and a final ſentence 
to be paſs'd by him; alſo, that ſome will 
be adjudged to endleſs miſery, and that 
others will be call d to Kerlaſting happi- 
neſs. 

As God has ed theſe different, op- 
ofite ſtates, for all ranks and degrees, of 
all ages, and both ſexes; ſo we have no rea- 
ſon to think of any other receptacle, although 

theſe habitations are repreſented in various 


* Iſai, xxx. 33. b Dan, xi, 2. © Mat, xxv. 31, 32. 
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expreſſions: nor is there room for us to 
dream of an annihilation, which is contra= _ 
dictory to the wiſdom, juſtice and goodness 
of God. There are but two places, men- 
tion'd in ſcripture, for the everlaſting re- 
ception of mankind, heaven and hell, and 
theſe import different ſtates; ſtates for ever 
unalterable, either of happineſs or miſery : 
the one place and ſtate is repreſented as the 
moſt agreeable, and, as ſuch, is the moſt 
defireable ; the other, as the moſt diſagree- 
able, and, therefore, with the greateſt ear- 
neſtneſs to be deprecated, and, with the 
greateſt diligence, the way that leads thither 
is to be ſhunned. Now, as there are but 
two places of-everlaſting reſidence, the moſt 
agreeable ſituation, muſt of neceſſity bz :heirs 
Wo are united to Chriſt ; . which condition 
is, in other words, eternal life, everlaſting 
happineſs, joys unutterable, pleaſures unſpeak- 
able, raviſhing, delighting, ever ſatiating, 
never fading, never cloying, honours, never 
changing, but the bliſsful ſcene 1s one eter- 
nal Now. 

When the great, the awful, the tremen- 
. dous day ſhall come; the folgmn trumpet 
ſound; and the majeſtick voice be heard, 
that bids the whole race of Adam riſe, and 
come to. judgment : when the judge 1s ſet, 


it will be no difficult matter, then, to know _ 


the place, he will aſſign thoſe, who, hav- 
ing loved him, have lived reproach'd, de- 
„ ſpiſed, 
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 Ipiſed, perſecuted, expired on the racks, 


in flames, or amidſt cruel tortures Te his 
fake, the honour of his father's law, and 
becauſe they would not defile the temple of 


God. "Twill be no great riſk, ſhould we 
adventure to predetermine, here thoſe, 


who have ſpent their lives ſorrowing, on 


account of their corruptions, mourning over 


their tranſgreſſions, and bewailing their own 
and others ſins; from whom ſhowers of 
tears have fallen, becauſe men make void 
the law of their God. do not hanour the 
Son, deſpiſe the riches of his grace, ſhall 


- find a place : nor, where thoſe ſhall have a 
place, who, by the grace of God, have had 


their converſation i in all godlineſs and honeſ- 
ty, as thoſe who looked for the Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; thoſe, who, from 
grace imparted, and the kind influences and 
aids of the Holy Spirit, have long maintain- 
ed a conflict ==> the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil, and were aſſured by the ſacred 


| ſcriptures, that they ſhould not wreſtle, or 


run at an uncertainty. Nor will it be more 
difficult to nominate the beſt place as their 
ortion, who have had communion. with 
the root Chriſt Jeſus, that derive ſanctifica- 
tion from him, that have a robe of perfect 
righteouſneſs put on them, - that which Je- 
ſus wrought out, that are prepared for the 


heavenly inheritance, who, as living mem» 


bers of a living head, have manifeſted their 
divine original, 323 In 


Effect IV. Conſequences of this Union. 157 
In a word, if there be but two places of 

final, everlaſting reception, and no annihi- 
lation, the united muſt have a place in one 

of them, and ſurely it will be in the choſen, 
the deſireable: tis no great matter what it is 
term'd, becauſe where the members are, 

there will the head be alſo, as there can be 
no ſeparation from it; nor will there then, 
be any ſuch clogs or mediums as now. And 
as in him dwells the fullneſs of deity, ſo the 
effulgency thereof, iſſuing forth upon every 
member, every beholder will make perfect 
_ blis, ſuch as, to us, 1s yet unknown, But, 


we know, we are aſſured, that heaven is : 


his throne, his dwelling place, his purchaſe, 


his inheritance; there he is; thence he will 
deſcend ; thither he wall return, with the 
ſhouts of triumph, and all his ſaints, all his 
members with him, encompaſſed by the 
heavenly hoſts, But 1 proceed. 

3dly, A third proof of iheir everlaſting 
happineſs, ariſes, from the certainty of his 
body being compleat, when he ſhall deli ver up 
the kingdom to the Father, both in reſpect of 
ſanctiſication and number: then this myſti- 
cal body ſhall appear, mo? having ſpot or 
wrinkle, or any ſuch thing g; but that it 
ſhould be holy and without blemiſh. His full- 


neſs cannot be compleat without every mem- 


ber. - The abſence of the leaſt, or that 


Which appears to us, the leaſt ſerviceable, 


. v. 7. 
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would be a defect; which is impoſſible, 


by my Covenant ones, 


to my engagements; 


* 
— e, er 


where infinite wiſdom reſides over, almigh- 


ty power upholds, an faithfulneſs executes 
the deſign. Then, how evident i is glorifi- 
cation an effect of Union, and how cer- 


tain | Again, 5 


As our Lord hath diſcharg d kits the 1 
truſt committed to him with faithfulneſs, 


as he appeals to heaven laying, * Holy Father, ; 
===while I was with them in the world, T1 


kept them in thy name : thoſe that thou | 
gaveſt me, I have kept; ſo will our Lord 


Continue to do, until the laſt, and then, de- 


livering up the charge, will, moſt openly, 


manifeſt, his having executed the covenant 


enter'd into between them, both. Tt will be 
like ſaying, in the preſence of the Father, : 


and his holy angels (if not, alſo, in the pre- 
fence of wicked men and devils) 5 Behold, 


* 


I and the children which God hath given me : 


or, as addreſſed to the Father, Here, moſt 

- holy and righteous Father, is my truſt, 
my purchaſe, my 

* ſpouſe, my offspring, my myſtical body; ; 

and here we claim, according to. thine 

© own eternal purpoſe, thy covenant grant, 

original deſign, to dwell for ever, under. 


© the radiancy of thy face, without a cloud 
© to interrupt. 


J have. mide an end of fin, 
* vanquiſh'd hell, deſtroy d death, according 
and here, oy Fa- 


John xvii. 11, 12. 8 Heb. 11, 13. 1 
” | 'her; 


„ π =mgm ˖‚ 
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ther, are the ſpoils, the trophies, thoſe 
brought out of captivity; here are the de- 


thine everlaſting love; and, now, may 
b they all be one, as thou, Father, art in 
me, and I in thee; that they alſo may be 
one in US : .--- Father, Iwill, that they alſo 


whom thou haſt given me, be with me where 


os Gon ys 


thou haſt given me. The 
4th and laſt argument I ſhall urge, is 


drawn from 7he poſſeſſion he hath already taken 
, heaven, in their name, and his own right; 


75 promiſe to them, in the words of. our text; 
nd the aſſurance given, that he will receive 


them to himſelf. He is aſcended into heaven, 
as the head, and repreſentative of all that 
do, or ſhall hereafter believe on him ; hence 


God is ſaid, to have raiſed us up together, 
and made us fit together in heavenly places 
in Chriſt Feſus: he entred as our fore-run- 


ner; he went into the holieſt of all, as our 


prieſt and advocate; agreeable hereunto the 


| apoſtle ſpeaking of heaven, faith, * Whither 


the forerunner is for us entred, even  7eſus, 


now to appear in the preſence of God for us. 


He hears our names on his ! breaſt now (as 
the high-pricſt of the eus did thoſe of the 


tribes in his breaſt- plate) as thoſe whom he re- 
preſents, thoſe for whom he appears to plead, 


thoſe for whom he ever intercedes. 


v John xvii. 21, 24. i Eph. ii, 6. & Heb. vi. 20. 
Chap. ix. 24. He 


? 


fired, the promiſed ſeed,” the objects of 


Nm; that theſe may behold my glory, which 
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le entred heaven in his own right, as 
God, which right'is, indeed, incommuni- 
cable ; but he entred, alſo, in right of his 
merits and ſufferings, as having purchaſed | 
it; and fo he beſtows this, which is his 
right, on, and communicates it unto his 
members; as ſuch, tis called, the * * purchaſed | 
8 Fe {pl 
| is promiſe to tha"; is, | that becauſe be 
lives, 225 ſhall live alſo; which certain y in- 
cludes a life of juſtification, ſanctification, 
and of glorification. Although the promiſe 
doth not imply a ſameneſs of degree, in each 
of theſe, yet it implies, that as Chriſt doth, 
live each of theſe, they ſhall, in ſome de- 
gree; and the leaſt de gree of glorification, 
through eternity, will 5 infinite happineſs. 
Again, the aſſurances he hath given them 
hereof are very ſtrong ; as, that * whoſoever 
. Eveth and believeth in him, hall never die: 
that in his Father's houſe are many manſions, 
and, if it were not ſo, he would have told 
them. F urther, that he went 75 prepare a 
place for them, and if he went and prepared 
a place for them, he would come again and 
receive them to himſelf, that where he was 
there they might be alſo. Jeſus hath thus 
ken: * Yerily, I ſay unto you, there is no 
man that hath left houſe, or brethren, or {ral 
or father, or mother, or wife, or chi dren, 
m Eph. i. 14. John xi. 26. Chap. xiv, 2, 3. 
* Mark x. 29, 30. Coe 1 


— 


or 


2 . 
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or lands, for my ſake and the goſpelis, but he 
fall receive an hundred fold, now in this 
Time, and in the world to come, eternal life. 
Agreeable hereunto, the apoſtle tells us, 
* hig ig the record, that God hath given to 
ws, eternal life; and this life is in bis Son. 
Ile that hath the Son, hath life. As Jeſus 
_ hath engaged and enſured our final perſeve- 
rance, ſo hath he alſo the reward of obe- 
dience, which is to us of grace, not of debt. 
To him that overcometh will I grant to fit 
with me in my throne, even as TI alſo overcame, 
and am ſet down with my Father in his throne : 
ſuitable hereunto is the aſcription of the be- 
loved diſciple ; * Unto him that loved us, and 
waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, and 
bath made us kings and prieſts unto God and 
bis Father; to him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever : the Lord God will be their 
light, and they ſhall reign for ever and 
ever. And, as a pledge of theſe things fu- 
ture, he hath given us his Spirit at preſent ; 
After that ye believed, ye were _ with 
that Holy Spirit of promiſe, which is the ear- 
neſt Y our inheritance, until the redemption 
, the purchaſed poſſeſſion, unto the praiſe of 
Eo: Ae 2 
+I come now, as propoſed, to conſider 
their advances to eternal glorification in ſome 
| Rages; and may add their entrance into it. 
„C 1, 12. * Rev. iii. 21. Chap. i. 5, 6. 
tO Chap. xxii, 5. u Eph. i. 15, 14. 
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1/t, Glorification is conſider'd as imme- 
diate ſometimes, and then 'tis in this life; 
as we hinted before, in the communication 
of grace, and the participation of benefits 
and privileges, and the comforts of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, Though, indeed, the conſolati- 
ons of the Spirit, the greateft diſcoveries that 
believers have in this life, of the glory of 
God, or the ſweeteſt foretaſtes of the hea- 
venly happineſs, fall vaſtly ſhort of what the 
' enjoyment is in heaven. If the things them- 
: ſelves are the ſame in kind, yet, from the im- 
perfections of our preſent ſtate, there are 
great alloys added to them. There is no 
grace ſo large, as that it hath not ſome cor- 
ruption, attending the exerciſe of it, and 
mixing in the acts of it, and ſo far; that 
frequently we cry out with the church, We 
are all as an unclean thing, our ri ghteouſneſ- 
+ fes fade as doth the leaf, and our iniquittes 
as the wind have taken us away. And the de- 
gree of glory, at preſent, is but ſmall : tis no 
more, in proportion to that above, or the 
| uninterrupted fruition of God, than as an 
earneſt to the whole ſum, due in payment; 
a or as the fr fruits to the whole harveſt v. 
Indeed, we who have been thus far happy, 
\ have a great deal of reaſon to bleſs God., 
* who hath alſo ſealed us, and given the 
earneſt of the Spirit in our hearts. All the 


” Rom. viii. by aL. 
5 views 


2 
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views we can have, here, of the promiſed 
land, are by the medium of faith, and we 
are at a great diſtance; we take our proſpect 
from Nebo, or Piſgab's top, inſomuch, that, 
when it pleaſes God to help that eve, 
we muſt conclude, with the apoſtle, that 
nor - we ſee through a glaſs darkly: and 
wait, with the Pſalmiſt, for the time of 
compleat ſatisfaction, until we * awake with 
hrs likeneſs; when we ſhall ſee face to face, 
and know even as we are known. Are our 
affections raiſed ſomet mes, by any illapſe of 
light, beaming upon, or being let intoourſouls, 
by any ſheddings abroad of divine love there ? 
Theſe, are drops from that river of which 
the Plalmiſt ſpeaks, in his declaration con- 
cerning the goodneſs of the Lord, to thoſe 
that put their truſt under the ſhadow of his 
wings“: They fhall be abundantly ſatisfied 
| with the fatneſs of thy houſe : and thou ſhalt 
make them drink of the river of thy pleaſures. 
For with thee is the fountain of life: in 
thy light ſhall we ſee light. And all of this 
kind, that we enjoy here, is but in that 
proportion which a drop, or a few drops 
bear to a river: rivers, great rivers are mea- 
ſurable; but man hath not heard, no eye 
hath ſeen, no heart can conceive, cither the 
number or the 50d Yo e of thoſe Joys and 
bleflings, that God hath prepared for him 


Y 1 Cor. xiii. 12. Pfal. xvii. 15. 


© Pfal. xxxvi. 8, 9. 
Ya © 4h that 
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that waiteth for him*, Some have moſt | 
ſpiritual enjoyments in ſome periods in /i ife, 
and others, at the period of Life, With 
ſome, the' morning of converſion has been 
the moſt delightful ſeaſon they ever en 
their conſolations were then ſtrong, an 
their comforts numerous; their hearts were 
then. ſo enlarged, and their affections ſo raiſ- 
ed towards God in Chriſt ; towards Chriſt, 
as the beloved of their ſouls, that they could 
Joytully, and intrepid:y have followed him 
in a © wilderneſs, im a land that was ſown, 
When they have lain down in the evening, 
their faith has comfortably embraced their 
beloved ; when they awoke in the morning, 
there was a ſong of praiſe put into their 
mouths ; their; joys have run high, and for 
many days, they ſcarcely knew an intermiſ- 
ſion of them. Some have moſt enjoy'd 
God, have had moſt communion with him, 
in times of great outward diſtreſs and per- 
plexity; when ſtorms have been without, 
they have enjoy'd moſt of God and Chriſt, 
through the Spirit, within: their caſe has 
not been unlike that of thoſe the author to the 
Hebrews mentions, * who took joyfully the 
ſpoiling of their goods, endured a great fight 
of afflictions, knowing that they had in 
heaven, an enduring ſubſtance. They 
have ſet up their memorials, not only to re- 
member a merciful deliverance, but alſo 


2 Ila iy. 4. Jer. ii. 2, © Heb. x. 32, 3, 
* es he 
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the abundant comforts of a gracious God. 
Others have ſeen, felt, and known moſt 


of God, during ſome ſickneſs, lingering ill- 


neſs or confinement. And ſome, God hath 
reſerved their beſt things, 'till the cloſe of 
life; he has handed forth ſuch ſweets on their 
dying beds, that though the meſſenger, Death, 
has had them by the hand, ready to bring 
them to the promiſed reſt, they have thought 
the time long, very long, till got into poſ- 
ſeſſion. While their joys, their unknown 
joys, have forbid their friends to ask their 
lives, their raviſh'd ſouls have breath'd forth, 
Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly ; thy chariot 
wheels, how long they ſtay! But thus am I 
led, in the progreſſion, to conſider, 

 2dly, Another advance, or ſtage of glo- 
rification, v:Z, the ſoul, as ſeparate from 
the body; death having done its office, 

looſed the cords, and taken down the ta- 
bernacle, diſlodged the ſoul, ſpoiled its ha- 
bitation. The Union with Jeſus is ſtill firm, 
and now more manifeſt to her. We-can 


no ſooner ſay, the ſoul of a believer has left 


the body, than ye may pronounce her hap- 
py, for ever happy, happy beyond expreſſion, 
and without interruption; tis perfectly hap- 
Py, and as compleatly ſo as ſhe may be 


without the body. She no ſooner ſteps out 
of the wilderneſs of this world, but ſhe is 
in the Canaan of the better; where ſhe is 


made perfect in holineſs, and beholds > 
N and de oo 
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face of God in light and glory; ſerves him 
without intermiſſion, enjoys him without 
interruption. * For we know, that if our 
2 4404 houſe of this tabernacle were 72 
ſolved, e have a building of God, an houſe 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens - 
where we ſhall be, in a peculiar manner, 
with © God the judge of all, and the Spiri ts 
of juſt men made perfect, and TFeſus the Me- 
diator of the new covenant, Oh! could we 
but follow the opening ſcene ; have leave 
to ſtrike our tents, and enter thoſe manſions, 
would we not even follow our thoughts in- 
= to the joy of our Lord? _. 
[ 3dly, Tt remains now, as I hinted, to 
| _ conſider the entrance into, or the beginning 
of the whole ſaints, or the whole man's 
eviternal and compleat glorification, both of 
ſoul and body, at the glorious morning of 
the reſurrection. Then the dead in Chriſt 
ſhall riſe firſtf, as an effect of their relation 
to, and Union with him, and a farther ma- 
nifeſtation of his regard to them, For 
the Lord him ſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven 
with a ſhout, with the voice of the archan- 
gel, and with the trump of God : and 2 
dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt. And * Bleſſed 
and holy is 2 it ea in the firſt re- 
 furreftion : on ſuch the ſecond death hath 3 


- 10. power, but they ſhall be prieſts of God, 


4 2 Cor. v. 1. © Heb. xii. 23, 24, f 1 Cor. xv. 20. 
S 1 Theſſ. iv. 16. . Rev. xx. 6. 8 5 
| 5 +7 M8 - 
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3 of Chriſt. He is riſen as the firſt fruits, 


and the bodies of the juſt, by the Spirit 


of Chriſt, and by virtue of his reſurrecti- 


* on, as their head, ſhall be raiſ&d in power, 
Wh ſpiritual and incorruptible, and made like 


« to his glorious body.” Indeed, all the dead 
are raiſed by his power, but theſe in virtue of 


his headſhip, his promiſe in the text, and 


by the immediate, peculiar, and diſcriminat- 
ing agency of that Spirit, which wrought in 
them when living: If the Spirit of him 
that raiſed up Feſus from the 4 dwell in 
you ; he that raiſed up Chriſt from the dead, 
ſhall alſo quicken your pr bodies, by his 
Spirit that dwelleth in you. He'll raiſe again 
thoſe temples he once inhabited, gloriouſly 
fit them up, adorn, and inhabit them for 
ever. 

And thoſe that "I not ſeen corripititi 
at this glorious time, that have not taſted 
death, they ſhall be changed in à moment, 


in the Ware of an eye. Then we which | 


are alive and remain, fall be caught up to- 


gether with thoſe that rife firſt ® in the clouds © 
to meet the Lord in the air: and jo ſhall. we © 


ever be with the Lord. What tongue can 


_ expreſs what the joy of ſaints will be at that 


| ſeaſon? What heart can conceive, even after 
long meditation, what bleſſings, what " 


l Caticbiſs; Av. 8717; 5* Rom. vi. 112 
1 1 Cor. xv. 51,52. © 1 Theſſ. iy. 17. 


| pineſs, 
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pineſs, what unknown pleaſures, are con- 
tained in thoſe words, Ever with the Lord? 
Then will God ſpare them; and their ene- 
mies may, that God will ſpare them, 4s 
a man dreth his own ſon that fſerveth him. 
| Then ſhall ye return and diſcern between the 
i rigbteous and the wicked ; between him that 
| +ſerveth. God, and him that ſervetb him not. 
Then ſhall the wheat be gathered into the 
= garner, the jewels be * in the cabi- 
i net. 

Then they will appear Links and truly 
= glorious; l have no remainders of ſin; 
Will be diveſted of all infirmities, defects, 
or deformities. The body is now laid in 

the grave, polluted with the leproſy of ſin, 

weak with diſorders that ſin hath brou ght 
upon it; but it ſhall be raiſed very diffe- 
rent: 1 15 ſown in corruption, it is raiſed 
an incorruption : it is ſown in diſbonour, it 

16 raiſed in glory: it is ſown in weakneſs, 
it is raiſed in power : it is ſown a natural 
body, it is-raiſed a ſpiritual body. Then the 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our ſaviour, hall change 
our vile body, that it may be faſhioned like 
unto his glorious body. Here ſuffer me 
to introduce the words of a learned and va- 
Iuable author, who, ſpeaking of the condi- 

tion in which the body ſhall be raiſed, Kath, 


n Mal. iii. 17, 15. ” x Cor. xv. 4% 45, 44- 
2 Phil. iii. 21. 
W Bot 
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e Not ſubject to weakneſs by labour, de- 

e cays by age, to impotency and weakneſs 
c 

and that without renitency; 

< tion, grief, pain, or laſſitude; 

TY ſpiritual body, poſſeſſed and acted by 

* the Holy Spirit; and ſo far advanced to 


5 


I 


moleſta- 


* 


* 


« eſs, ponderoſity, from needing reſt, 
4 1 850 or ſuſtenance, and is fitted for a 
*© ſpiritual and celeſtial ſtate.” And, be- 


ing thus glorious, they ſhall hear theſe joyful 
words from the king, Come, ye bleſſed of 


my Þather, inherit the kin gadom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world ; and 
this Euge, Well done, good and faithful 
ſervant, thou haſt been "fa thful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord: 
readily they embrace the command, enter with 
humble joy, enlarged, and holy boldneſs ; 
and there they ſhall for ever abide ; theſe 90 
into life eternal. Then ſhall the 7. ghteous 
Shine forth as ſun, in the Kingdom of their 
Father : or, as it was revealed to Daniel, 
v the wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of ths 
rmament, and they that turn many to righ= 
teoufneſs as the lars for ever and ever. 


4 Rigg. buds of droiniy, vol. ii. pag. OR 
Matth. xxv. 34, 23. Ver - xiii. 43. 


» Dan, xii. 3. 


2 . And 


by diſeaſes; but nimble, ſtrong, active, 
Ab'is raiſed 


the * ge of ſpirits, as to be free from - 
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And, no wonder, if Moſes's face ſhone 


BP he had been in the mount with God, 
that they ſhine, who continually dwell in 
Bis preſenge, ander the effulgence of deity. - 


Oh 4 radiancy thereof! the viſion and fru- 


ition of deity! Oh the opening ſcenes of 
joy, and delights never ending! they now ſee 


God * face to face, know as they are known. 
Beloved, now are we the ſons of God, faith 


the apoſtle, tranſported . with the relation, 


and it doth not yet appear what we ſhall be: 
but we know, that when he ſhall appear we 
ſhall be like him ; for we ſhall ſee him as he is, 
have God unveil himſelf, through Chriſt, 
fill the creature full, brimful, and this for 
ever: this for ever, a word dreadful to the 
ſinner, is the happineſs of the ſaint. 
There, in heaven, is the full and moſt 
compleat enjoyment of the facred Three, 
that the creature is capable of receiving. 


Now, having received the crown of righte- 
ouſneſs, ſaints, with harps in their hands, 


compleat in glory, will begin their never- 
ending ſongs. A new ſong to God, and the 
lamb; to him that loved us, and waſhed us 


from our Jones 7 in his own moſt precious blood, 


that hathFedeemed us out of every nation, 
kindred, and tongue, and hath made us kings 


and priefts unto God. And will it not, then, 
be remembred, that as he loved us, and re- 


bad „ | 2 ws ;Joba k | 
| deemed 
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Effect IV. Conſequences of this Union, 1 _vi8 
deemed us, fo alſo, that he united us.to him= - . 3* 
ſelf, engaged our hearts to devote themſelves. 


to him, and to avouch him ours; and that 


having wrought this in us, put» the living E 


| ſpring there, the principle of life derived 
from himſelf, he ever maintain'd it, and 
carried it on againſt all oppoſition : and 
now, now tis compleated, he hath preſer- 
ved us to his heavenly kingdom ; and we'll 
aſcribe to him all glory, honour, power, 
praiſe, might, majeſty, and dominion, now 
and for ever. | | ; 
* Be gladinthe Lord, and rejoice yerighteous. 
Some general inferences from the whole. 
If this be the doctrine of Union as we 


have treated of; if Union with Chriſt is 


ſuch as hath been explained, and the effects 
ſuch as related; NL, | 
Infer. I. How ought Jeſus to be prized 
by every perſon that hopes for ſalvation ? 
He is the foundation that God hath laid for 


his people to build their hopes upon; he is 


the fountain, the original of ſpiritual life, 
the purchaſer of all bleſſings, the ſtorehouſe 
of all needful ſupply ; he is the way of truth 
and life; yea, all in all. Well might the 
apoſtle fay, ? Unto you, therefore, which be- 
lieve, he is precious. 


He muſt needs be more than a creature, 


that can give life ſpiritual, to ſouls dead in 


| = Pal, xxxii. 11. I | 
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treſpaſſes and fins ; who 2 e and 
: it on when begun, though oppoſed b 

e the fleſh, and the devil; 4 — 
can promiſe and give life, in the moſt ex- 
tenſive ſenſe of the term: ſurely he is no 
| leſs than God over all bleſſed for evermore. 

What can he be ſhort of deity, to whom 
our likeneſs is the greateſt felicity, and who 
has heaven to beſtow, as a reward of his 
active and paſſive obedience; through whom, 
and through whom alone, God! is reconciled 
to rebellious men, and in whom, and for 
whoſe ſake, he takes them for his ſons and 
daughters. | 

Is the doctrine of Union ſuch as has been 
\ repreſented, both reſpecting its beginning 

and iſſue? then, 

II. How well grounded is that pape 
which is placed in him, and that confidence 
which relies upon him for life and falvation. 
And, on the other hand, how unreaſona- 
ble are the anxious fears of thoſe who have 
fled for refuge to lay hold on this hope ſet be- 

fore them: be their fears either reſpecting 
bodily or ſpiritual enemies or weaknefles ; 
more ſirong and numerous are thoſe that 
are for us, and our guard, than thoſe that 
are againſt us. The * prophet's ſervant who 
dreaded that part of the Afyrian army, ſent 
to take his maſter, was comforted, by ſeeing 


| z 2 Kings vi 
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the mountains- covered with chariots and 
horſemen of fire for their defence. This 
is always the caſe of thoſe united to Jeſus, 
though the eyes of our body, or of our faith, 
may not always be opened to behold them. 
a Are not they, the angels, all miniſtring 
ſpirits, Fo forth to miniſter for them who 
ſhall be heirs of ſalvatiun? * The angel of the * 
Lord encampeth round about them that fear 
him, and delivereth them. 

Should our fears ſuggeſt, that fallen an- 
gels are powerful, ſubtil, numerous, and 
may prevail, yet the ſcriptures furniſh an 
anſwer full to the purpoſe, and that admits 
of no ſcruple. © There is none like unto the 
| God of Jeſurun, who rideth upon the heaven 
in thy help, and in his excellency on the fey. 
The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath 
are the everlaſting arms: and he ſhall thruſt 
out the enemy from before thee, and ſhall jay, 
Deſtroy them. This is the caſe, the portion, 
the happineſs of all the ſpiritual Muael, the 
holy ſeed, the united to Chriſt; and yet, I 
doubt not, but unbelief can find, or invent 
ſome means to make our ſouls frequently 
uneaſy. The enemy of our ſouls, and of 
our Lord's glory, can furniſh us with a va- 
riety of queſtionings, whilſt unbelief liſtens 
to them. When we give way to theſe un- 
reaſonable fears, how forgetful do we ſeem 


be ue Pl iy. 5. * Den ax 2627. 
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to be of our Lord's words, and our relation 
to him? All power, faith he, 7s given un- 
to me in heaven and earth. How can we 
\ ſink united to him? Does not he love his 
members? hath not he manifeſted it abun- 

dantly ? Will not his love cauſe him to ex- 
ert his power for their preſervation ? Surely - 
it will. He hath * 7be keys of hell and of 
death. Our grand enemies are his captives, | 
his priſoners in chains, and how can they 
prevail ? Their power is bounded according 
to his will. Him * God hath raiſed up, ha- 
ving looſed the pains of death : becauſe it was 
not poſſible that he ſhould be holden of it. And, 
will not Jeſus preſerve, and at laſt raiſe up 

all his members? How can we entertain 
any doubts concerning it, without bluſhing ? 
Surely we muſt, when we remember his 
love; and his conſtant remembrance of us: 
We are as @ ſeal upon his arm. Add to 
theſe, his faithfulneſs, and the great things 
he hath done . 

III. From the whole, how unjuſt; hoẽ- 
unkind and diſhonourable, are the jealouſies, 
the ſuſpicions of the poor trembling faint, 
who is ſometimes ready to think, that 51s 
Feſus will reject him, will not own him at 
the laſt day; and all this, becauſe, that 

notwithſtanding all his watchfulneſs , his 
ſtrivings, his prayers, he is carried away 


Acts ii. 24. 


2 Match. xxviii. 18. Ne. i. 18. 
| . many 
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many times, by the power of temptation, 
the breaking forth of his corruptions; and, 
therefore, faith the. trembling and diſquiet- 
ed ſoul, I fear, that at laſt, when I knock 
and ay, Lord, Lord, open, he will ſay 
unto me, Verih, T know thee not. Alas, 
ſoul, he did not chooſe thee, any more than 
as Iſrael of old, for thy beauty or excel- 
lency: they were weak and few in num- 
ber, and thou waſt in thy blood, when he 
paſſed by, caſt his ſkirt over thee, and bid 
thee live : and having ſet his love upon thee, 
purchaſed thee with his blood, united thee 
to himſelf, ſent forth virtue into thy ſoul 
from himſelf ; he will zeyer leave nor for- 
ale thee. Revolve the effects of Union 
again in thy mind. Thou mayſt, indeed, 
juſtly mourn, becauſe thou canſt ſerve him 
no better, canſt be no more humbled under 


the view of thy riſing offences: yet, re- 


member thy head is full of compaſſion to- 
wards thee, as well as he manifeſted him- 
ſelf to be towards his 1jrael of old. Tis 
recorded of him, that * he being full of com- 
paſſion forgave their iniquity, and de ftroyed 
them nat : yea, many a time turned he his 
anger away, or multiphed turning it away, 
and did not ſtir up all his wrath. * He hath 
| made hrs wonder ful works to be remembred : 


I Mat. rv. 11, 12. Pfal. Ixxviii. 38. 
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176 Happy Effects, or Glorious Effect IV. 
the Lord is gracious and full of compaſſion: 
le hath given meat unto them that fear him: 
he qorll ever be mindful of his covenant, Re- 
member he is thy r:ghteouſneſs and ftrength, 
that all ſupplies are in his hands, and that 
thy Union with him is indiſſoluble. Art 
thou, in thine own apprehenſion, in thy 
ſelf, miſerable, poor, and blind, and naked? 
Look alſo what thou art in him, and what 
He is to thee; for thy ſake, as well as others, 
* though he was rich, yet he became poor, 
that ye through his poverty might be. rich; 
and, ſhall not the end take place? You 
have a rich, a royal grant made you; alt 
things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos, 
or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or 
things preſent, or things to come, all are yours, 
and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's. And 
as all theſe are yours, you ſhall partake of 
them in God's time and way, fret not thy 
ſelf, O foul, tho' many diſpondencies ariſe, 
but wait with patience; pray for faith and 
patience ; wait on the Lord, and thou mayſt, 
in a little while, call upon thy ſoul, Bleſs 
the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget not all his 
benefits. Who forgiveth all thine iniquities: 
who healeth all thy diſeaſes.---Who crowneth 
tee with loving kindneſs and tender mer- 
ctes. FED 5 | 
TV. Thoſe united to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
how comfortably may they reſt on him in 
* 2 Cor. Mi. q. ! Plal. ciii. 2-4. 
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Lie, amidſt all the hurries, ſtorms and tem- 
tations they may. meet with, ſeeing ſuch are 
admitted to go ® vp from the wilderneſs, lean- 


ing upon their beloved, Jeſus will thew as 
much regard for their ſafe conduct through 


this howling wilderneſs, as he did for 1/raet 


of old, whom he made 70 go forth like 
| ſheep, and guided them in the wilderneſs like 
4 flock, Suffer me to introduce the Pſalmiſt's 


recognition of God's dealing with the 


children of Jacob, as applicable to thoſe 
united to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; O give 


thanks unto. the Lord, for he is good : for 


his mercy endureth for ever, Let the redeem- 
ed of the Lord ſay jo, whom he hath redeem- 
ed from the hand of the enemy: and gather- 
ed them out of the lands, from the eaſt and 
rom the weſt, from the north and from the 


ſouth, They wander'd in the wilderneſs in 


4 ſolitary way, they found no city to dwell in. 
Hungry and thirſty, their ſoul fainted in 
them. Then they cried unto the Lord in their 
trouble, and he delivered them out of their 
diſtreſſes. He never forſook them, was ſtill 
nigh at hand; though he tried them, and 
ſuffered them to hunger and thirſt, he heard 
their prayer, granted their requeſt and ſo 
it may and will be ſaid, concerning all and 
cach of the united; and though many of the 


m Cant. viii. . u pfal. lexviti. 5 z. 
© Pla). cvii. 16. | 


. provi- 
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„pProvidences, by which Jael was exerciſed 
n the wilderneſs, were difficult to be under- 
1 ſtobd, hard to be accommodated, by them, 
to his declared deſign, and their expectec 
end; 9 3 _ us, 7 be led _ 
forth by the ' right way, that they might go 
; "ja city of ha Iration, And, 1 his | 
providence may appear to us, he is ſtill do» 
ing the ſame by all the united. And, as 
they may. thus lean, truſt, rely and reſt in 
life, how comfortably and calmly, may ſuch, 
at the laſt period thereof, incline to ſleep in 
the boſom of Jeſus, who is * 7he a: kt on 
and tbe life; and he that believeth in him, 
though he were dead, yet ſhall be live: 
| Moreover if we confider what the apoſtle 
Hhath affirmed, they muſt do ſo, when 
a their faith ſpeaks his words, at that ſeaſon: 
ra 3 that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor pou- 
ers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of 
God, which is in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. 
Such an one, being a believer, is aſſured that 
he ſhall not come into condemnation, but is 
already * paſſed from death to life, When 
they thus expire, thus cloſe their eyes, re- 
fign their breath, and fall aſleep in Jeſus, 


Nr Of 


Fal. cvii. 7· 8 John xi. 25. 0] Rom, viii. 38, 39. 
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is not our language, or the ſentiment of ours. 


ſoul, like that of Thomas, who, when our: 


1 faid, Lazarus flept ; or "(as he, EY 


explain'd it) was dead, and manifeſted great 


love to him, ſaid, to his companions, * Lee 


us - go, that me may die with hin. 

Lord grant we 

Jeſus, and then we ſhall ſlecp in bim at death, 
and be found with him at his right hand, in 
the reſurrettion, Would to God this might 


be the happy caſe of all who may have at. 


 Fended theſe diſeour ſes. Amen, 
. John xi, . 
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Porebenfion of Union, and 

its privileges may alter, 
pag. , 142. 

255 ron, evhat, 1 

ment of divines, 26. the au- 
thor's, 31. whether it be the 
peauer of God, 32. or, the 
divine principle, 3 
tian to it, 36. another, 40. 

Caveat againſt haſly judgment, 
49. —indolence, 50. 


Caution not raſhly to _—_ our 


Union with Chriſt, 52. 
Chriſt's living a SE; of the 

believers, bew, 6. 
Comfortable wiews of Chriſt to 

chaſtned fouls, 107—111. 


C onfolation for ſouls walking | 


in darkneſs, I12. 

Complex view of the metaphors 
of Union, 118 —123. 
Election - Union, before time, 

evhat, 16. | 


Encouragement to perſons Fg 


Ful, waiting, 54. 

God may ſuſpend needful influ- 
ences, to ſhew his fovereign- 
ty, 102. to chaſtixe, 104. 

Vvindicate his holineſs, ibid. 


for our profit, 105. for ex- 


ample to others, 106. 
Grace introductory to glory, 
147. 


Glorification immediate, per- 


fonal, imperfect, 146, 162. 


33. objec- 


relative, immediate, RPA 
146. at death, 147, 165. 
evidences of the uniteds 
148. advances to eternal, 
162. entrance into it, 166, 
Peter's fall confidered, 82. 
erſeverante proved from the 
zndifſolubility of the Union, 
123. from Union and com- 
munion being inſeparable, 
128.—the deſgn of Union- 
San#ification, 131. indwel- 
ling of the Spirit, 134. 
Prayer of Chrift, 137. their 
intereſt in the promiſes, I 39. 


Poſitive actual Union, its com- 


mencement, 20, 42. tIw0 ar- 
guments in its favour, 45. 
R epreſentative Union, aubat, 
17—1 
Union between C hrift and his 
members, 8. of the whole 
perſon, 8. laſting as Chriſt's 
hoe, 10. ſpiritual and my- 
flical, 11. above our reaſon 
_ as ſeveral other are 15. point 
ewhen commences, 42. 


United are acquitted, 57. juf- 


tified, 58. accepted 69. be- 
loved, 71 

Union wital and communion in- 
ſeparable, 80. conflant com- 
munion, objection againſt it, 
and da 95—123. 


